COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION

Human Rights Commission

Recommendation Number: (20250623-01): Allocation of an additional $1.5 Million in City of Austin
Grant Funding for Nonprofit Organizations Addressing Youth Development, Basic Needs, and
Educational Equity to Combat Federal Funding Cuts

WHEREAS, the Human Rights Commission of the City of Austin is charged with advising the City Council
on issues affecting the human rights of Austin residents and advancing policies that promote equity,
dignity, and quality of life for all; and

WHEREAS, local nonprofit organizations are essential partners in advancing community well-being by
addressing social determinants of health and equity, particularly in the areas of youth development,
food and housing insecurity, and access to educational opportunity; and

WHEREAS, recent federal budget cuts—most notably the abrupt cancellation of approximately $400
million in AmeriCorps grants as of April 2025—have destabilized thousands of nonprofit programs across
the country, including many in Central Texas; and

WHEREAS, this loss of federal support has resulted in the suspension or elimination of more than 32,000
AmeriCorps service positions, including roles critical to youth mentorship, food distribution, housing
support, and community education in Austin; and

WHEREAS, additional federal reductions have included over S1 billion in cuts to USDA programs that
support food banks and nutrition assistance, proposed cuts of up to 40% to the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and a $300 million reduction to the Women, Infants, and
Children (WIC) program—all of which place additional strain on local safety nets; and

WHEREAS, these federal cuts come at a time when inflation and the rising cost of living in Austin are
deepening economic disparities and driving increased demand for nonprofit services addressing basic
needs, mental health, and educational support; and

WHEREAS, many local nonprofits are now facing urgent capacity constraints and funding shortfalls due
to these reductions, and may be forced to scale back or shut down essential programs without timely
local intervention; and

WHEREAS, the City of Austin has both the opportunity and the responsibility to safeguard continuity of
services for its most vulnerable residents, particularly when federal retrenchment disproportionately
harms youth, low-income families, and historically marginalized communities;



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

That the Human Rights Commission strongly urges the Austin City Council to allocate $1.5 million in the
Fiscal Year 2026 budget to support local nonprofit organizations delivering critical services in the areas of
youth development, basic needs, and educational equity. This funding should support programs such as
mentorship, life skills training, after-school enrichment, youth mental health services, food and housing
assistance, access to hygiene products, literacy development, school readiness, and college and career
preparation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That these funds be distributed through a competitive, equity-focused grant program.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the City establish an interdepartmental task force to develop funding criteria, guide
implementation, and ensure equitable distribution. This task force should include representatives from
the Human Rights Commission, the City Manager’s Office, and leaders from the nonprofit sector.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That the City Manager explore opportunities to leverage or match this investment with philanthropic,
private sector, or state funding in order to maximize its impact on the community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the Human Rights Commission shall transmit this resolution to the Mayor, City Council, and City
Manager, and will work in partnership with relevant departments and community stakeholders to
support effective and transparent implementation of this funding strategy.
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