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Acronym Definitions

ACC - Austin Convention Center Department

AE - Austin Energy

AEGB - Austin Energy Green Building (Program)

APD - Austin Police Department

ATP - Austin Transit Partnership

COA - City of Austin

DSD - Development Services Department

EDD - Economic Development Department 

ESB-MACC - Emma S. Barrientos Mexican-		
	         American Cultural Center

LGC - Local Government Corporation 

PARD - Parks and Recreation Department

RCA - Recommendation for Council Action

TxDOT - Texas Department of Transportation

USACE - U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

WCD - Waller Creek District

WGC - Waterloo Greenway Conservancy

WPD - Watershed Protection Department
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Waller Creek District Timeline
1975
A concerted effort by numerous urban planners, architects, 
landscape architects, and engineers creates the Waller Creek 
Development Plan to work on improvements to the Waller Creek 
corridor as part of the City of Austin’s U.S. Bicentennial project. 

1981
13 people drown and $36 million in damages are incurred 
during a storm event on May 24, 1981, remembered as the 
“Memorial Day Flood.” This short-duration storm with intense 
rainfall affected many of Austin’s urban creeks: Shoal, Walnut, 
Little Walnut, Bee, and Waller Creek.

2010
The Waller Creek Conservancy is created in November to 
act as the steward of Waller Creek by playing a vital role in 
the preservation, redevelopment, and maintenance of the 
creek’s surrounding parks, nearby businesses, adjoining 
neighborhoods, and community at large. 

2011
On April 8, 2011, Waller Creek Tunnel breaks ground. Later that 
month, the Austin City Council approves a resolution creating 
the Waller Creek Local Government Corporation (LGC) to 
act on behalf of the City in partnering with the Waller Creek 
Conservancy. In November, the Waller Creek Conservancy 
launches Design Waller Creek: A Competition, an international 
design contest to re-imagine Waller Creek as a restored and 
connected urban park and trail system.  

2012
Design Waller Creek: A Competition concludes a year after 
initial call for portfolios with the announcement of the selected 
design team: Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, Inc. and 
Thomas Phifer & Partners. Austin City Council unanimously 
votes to affirm the selected teams on October 18, 2012. In a 
November 2012 bond election, Austinites approve $13 million 
for the redevelopment of Waller Creek. 

2013
On April 13, 2013, the Waller Creek Conservancy holds a 
community picnic in Palm Park. The inaugural Palm Park picnic 
is a huge success in bringing Austinites back to parks on Waller 
Creek.

2014
On April 16, 2014, the LGC approves the Joint Development 
Agreement and Operating Maintenance Agreement, a landmark 
agreement that governs the work in the Waller Creek District.

2015
On May 5, 2015, the Waller Creek Tunnel fills with floodwaters 
for the first time - a historic moment marking a new era for 
Waller Creek. 

2016
On March 5, 2016, Orly Genger’s Hurlyburly was the inaugural 
public art installation presented by the collaboration between the 
Waller Creek Conservancy and the Contemporary Austin.                                      

Aftermath of the 1981 “Memorial Day Flood”

Inside the Waller Creek Tunnel

Austinites review submissions for Design Waller Creek: A Competition
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Waller Creek District Timeline (continued)
2017
Forever Bicycles, an installation by world renowned artist Ai 
Weiwei, is showcased at the Waller Creek Delta. A $15 million 
grant, the largest of its kind awarded for public open space in the 
City, was contributed by The Moody Foundation to fund a new 
amphitheater at Waterloo Park. The Waller Creek Conservancy 
and the City of Austin celebrate the groundbreaking of 
Waterloo Park.

2018
Austin City Council approves an additional $110 million in capital 
funding for the completion of the parks and trail system through 
the Waller Creek District. The LGC approves the Waterloo Park 
Construction Phase Plan and the Operating and Management 
Agreement for the Park, a monumental first step towards 
realizing the vision for the Waller Creek Chain of Parks. 

2019
On August 22, 2019, the Waller Creek Conservancy introduces 
a new name for the organization and the 35-acre green space 
project. What was previously known as Waller Creek Park or the 
Waller Creek Chain of Parks is now the Waterloo Greenway  and 
the Conservancy is now Waterloo Greenway Conservancy.
2020
On August 27, 2020, Austin City Council grants the Waller Creek 
LGC additional authority to approve City construction contracts 
and make determinations for delivery methods for projects within 
the Waterloo Greenway.
2021
On August 14, 2021, Waterloo Park opens to the public after 
more than two years of construction; Gary Clark, Jr. performs in 
the inaugural concert for the Moody Amphitheater.

2022
On April 25, 2022, a press conference and celebratory event 
announces the award of $9M in funding for Waterloo Greenway 
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, marking the first federal 
investment in Waterloo Greenway and the City of Austin’s public-
private partnership. 

On July 31, 2022, the Austin Energy Green Building (AEGB) 
program presents City and Conservancy staff with a plaque 
designating a 4-star rating for the sustainable design and 
construction of Moody Amphitheater and Waterloo Park. The 
project is the first PARD facility to earn a 4-star rating.

2023
On May 3, Waterloo Greenway Conservancy and the City of 
Austin break ground on The Confluence, the second phase of 
the comprehensive plan to revitalize Waller Creek and create a 
1.5-mile greenway from Waterloo Park to Lady Bird Lake.

Community Engagement for the redevelopment of Sir Swante 
Palm Neighborhood Park begins on August 24, 2023 and 
concludes in April 2024 with two public presentations of the 
park design concept.

Ai Weiwei’s Forever Bicycles showcased at the Waller Creek Delta

Waterloo Park opens in the summer of 2021

Groundbreaking ceremony for Waterloo Greenway Phase II: The Confluence

Waller Creek during 2015 flood 


