Annual Internal Review

This report covers the time period of 7/1/2024 to 6/30/2025
Building and Fire Code Board of Appeals

(Official Name of Board or Commission)

The Board/Commission mission statement (per the City Code) is:

City Code § 2-1-121 Building and Fire Code Board of Appeals.

(C) The board shall:

(1) Review any appeals filed in accordance with Title 25 (Land Development); and

(2) Hear and decide appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the building

official relating to the application and interpretations of the Building Code, the Residential
Code, and Fire Code.

1. Describe the board’s actions supporting their mission during the previous
calendar year. Address all elements of the board’s mission statement as
provided in the relevant sections of the City Code.

e During the 2024-2025 year, the board met 5 times.

7/11/2024; 8/28/2024; 1/22/2025; 1/29/2025; 4/23/2025

e Was provided significant changes from International Energy
Conservation Code on demand response controls to residential and
commercial properties for energy preservation.

e Approved a recommendation of the International Fire Code (IFC)
to council for the 2024 Technical code amendments.

e Approved a recommendation of the International Swimming Pool
and Spa Code (ISPSC) to council for the 2024 Technical Code
amendments.

e Was provided discussion on the significant changes of 2024
International Wildland Urban Interface code. Those changes
included an updated WUI map, wood roof coverings, exposed
rafter tails, roof assembly and fence and ember ignition zones.
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e Approved a recommendation to of the International Residential
Code (IRC) to council for the 2024 Technical Code amendments.

e Approved a recommendation of the International Existing Building
Code (IEBC) to council for the 2024 Technical code amendments.

e Approved a recommendation for the Wildland Urban Interface
(WUI) to council for the 2024 Technical code amendments. In that
recommendation, the board recommended that the WUI maps are
to be updated within the 2024 year and updated for every code
cycle.

e Board did not make a recommendation of 2024 International
Building Code (IBC). After several motion attempts, the board
could not agree with any motion presented so Development
Service staff will then present to council to recommend model
code adoption of the 2024 IBC with additional local amendments
which does not include any proposal of single stairs.

e Board approved an action item to conduct officer elections to elect
a chair and vice chair

e Board approved an action item to approve 2025 Board schedule.

2. Determine if the board’s actions throughout the year comply with the
mission statement.

This board does comply with the mission statement and reviews appeals
and determinations related to the Building Code, the Fire Code, and other
technical codes, which is what helps make Austin one of the most livable
cities. The Board understands the importance of the appeals filed and the
importance of their recommendations to council and has been successful
in fulfilling this obligation.

3. List the board’s goals and objectives for the new calendar year.

This Board will continue to hear any appeals presented to the board.
Review any Code Amendments related to the adopted codes.

Apply additional discussion and recommendations if needed to 2024 Code
Amendments.

Review any City Rules related to construction.



