Annual Internal Review

This report covers the time period of 7/1/2024 to 6/30/2025

College Student Commission

The College Student Commission is established to represent this constituency of the City
by serving as an advisory board to the City Council concerning issues affecting the
quality of life for higher education students in the Austin area.

During the period of July 1, 2024, to June 30, 2025, the College Student Commission
actively fulfilled its mission by serving as an advisory board to the City Council and
advocating for the quality of life of higher education students in the Austin area. The
Commission achieved this by engaging with local higher education institutions and
student bodies, analyzing relevant data and feedback, and presenting formal
recommendations to the City Council.

Key actions supporting the Commission's mission

. Serving as an Advisory Board and Providing Recommendations to the
City Council:

o The Commission developed and voted on two significant
recommendations to be presented to the City Council on April 25, 2025.

* Recommendation: Renewing College Food Insecurity Grant
Program. This recommendation urged the Austin City Council to
allocate $107,500 in ongoing funding for the College Food Access
Grant Program for the Fiscal Year 2025-2026 budget. This action
directly addresses food insecurity, which continues to affect
Austin-area college campuses due to rising costs, and aims to
provide immediate relief to students, thereby improving their
quality of life. The recommendation noted that the program was
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not renewed in the FY 2024-2025 budget, leading to struggles for
campus food pantries.

* Recommendation: Designating Austin’s Public Libraries as “Book
Sanctuaries”. This recommendation called for the Austin City Council
to designate public libraries as "Book Sanctuaries" to guarantee
continued public access to books that have been banned in K-12 and
higher education curriculums or removed from libraries throughout
Texas. This initiative supports intellectual freedom and access to
diverse viewpoints, which are crucial for higher education students.
The recommendation highlighted Texas's leading role in book bans
and the disproportionate impact on works by or featuring minority
groups and the LGBTQIA+ community.

The Commission engaged in discussions regarding other important issues

affecting students, such as seeking a pedestrian crosswalk near Huston-Tillotson
University.

To enhance student access to city services, the Commission received a

presentation from the City of Austin 3-1-1 department on how college students can
utilize their services.

Working with Local Higher Education Institutions and Representative

Student Bodies, the Commission actively pursued its quality of life initiative through
various working groups that focused on specific areas of concern for college students:

o]

The Commission's membership includes appointed representatives from
Austin Community College, Concordia University, Huston-Tillotson
University, St. Edward’s University, and the University of Texas at Austin.
Throughout the year, new commissioners were introduced and assigned to
working groups, ensuring continued and comprehensive campus
representation.

Commissioners provided regular "campus reports" during meetings
through their working group updates, bringing attention to specific issues
facing their respective college campuses, which served as a continuous source
of direction for the Commission's work, similar to prior years.

The TRANSPORTATION working group provided updates on significant
local projects like Project Connect and the I-35 expansion, and discussed
priority issues for the spring semester. The group also established meeting
times to coordinate their efforts.

The MENTAL HEALTH working group focused on identifying priority
issues by conducting outreach on campuses. This group also provided



Annual Review and Work Plan
2024
Page #

information on campus services, such as the University of Texas’ counselor
system, and established meeting times.

o The BANNED BOOKS working group extensively researched the topic,
drafted a potential resolution, and coordinated meetings with the Austin
Public Library department to gather more information on current initiatives.
This work directly led to the formal recommendation made in April 2025.

o Discussions on the status of food pantries on all campuses were a
recurring agenda item, demonstrating an ongoing effort to analyze feedback
and data related to food insecurity among students. These discussions
culminated in the formal recommendation to renew the College Food
Insecurity Grant Program.

o The Commission invited external stakeholders, such as a community
member who presented on the University Neighborhood Overlay (UNO)
proposed updates, and the City of Austin 3-1-1 department, to gain diverse
perspectives and fill in knowledge gaps, aligning with the practice of being
aware of "blind spots" as noted in the 2021 report.

Compliance with the Commission’s Mission Statement

The College Student Commission's actions during the period of July 1, 2024, to June 30,
2025, fully complied with its mission statement as outlined in the City Code. The
Commission actively pursued all elements of its mandate, which is to represent higher
education students, serve as an advisory board to the City Council on quality of life
issues, work with local higher education institutions and student bodies, develop quality
of life initiatives, analyze data and feedback, and report recommendations to Council.

Goals and objectives for the new calendar year

In addition to continuing to fulfil each element of its mission statement, the College
Student Commission would like to continue studying the issues of housing,
transportation, and mental health for college students in Austin, and pass
recommendations on each of these subjects in the coming year.



