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ESB-MACC Mission Statement

The mission if the Emma S. Barrientos Mexican American Cultural Center (ESB-MACC) is
dedicated to the preservation, creation, presentation, and promotion of the cultural arts of
Mexican Americans and Latino Cultures.

Overview

This report summarizes the activities, events, and formal recommendations made by the
ESB-MACC Advisory Board over the past year for submission to the City of Austin Clerk.

Highlights

Viva Mexico 2024

e Date: September 24, 2024. Over 1,200 participants in attendance.

e Partnerships: Univision, Consulado General de Austin, Frida Friday ATX.

e Performers: Danza Azteca Guadalupana, Mariachi Clasico, Round Rock Ballet Folklorico,
Llamativa, Organizacion Kumbiambera, Alexandra Dorantes.

e Food Trucks: El Mana Food Truck, Mike’s Tacos, Dulce Frida, Mom and Pops Popsicles.

Dia de Los Muertos / Mexamericon 2024
e Date: November 2, 2024. Estimated 1,500-2,000 in attendance.

e Partnerships: AIA Austin's Latinos in Architecture, Institute of Chicana/o/x Psychology
and Community Wellness, Austin Parks Foundation, Tejano Music Alliance, Suvida
Healthcare, Kids Lab, APD's Office of Community Liaison, PODER, Mama Sana Vibrant
Woman, Hardie Alcozer, Notes For Notes, My Vinyasa Practice, UT Austin, COA Planning
Department, League of Women Voters, Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid.

e Performers: Youth Break Dance Performance, Tejano Idol Winner, Outlet Odyssey, Ana
Barajas, Miguel St Michael, The Tiarras.

» Dia Activities included:

- Face Painting

- Free sugar skull making/decorating

- Bubbles station

- Hula Hoop station

- Community altar

- Pifiatas ATX exhibits

- Live music by The Tiarras, Fuzion, Ana Barajas, Miguel St. Michael, Tejano Coalition
- Food trucks



- Lowriders
- Community Resource tables

e Mexamericon Comic Convention Activities included:

- Artist Panelist

- Guest Artist

- Live Music

-DJs

- Artist Vendors

- Loteria

- Face Painting

- Kids Balloon Maker

- Corn Hole Competition
- Tortilla Toss

- Workshops and Craft Making (40+ artists & activities)

La Mujer 2025
» Date: April 26, 2025. Estimated 250 in attendance.

» Guest Speakers: Judge Bianca Garcia, Judge Denise Hernandez, Judge Sandy Avila Ramirez,
and Council Member Vanessa Fuentes

o Activities:

- Frida Friday ATX - Outdoor Art Market
- Sound Healing Workshop

- Afro-Cuban Dance Workshop

- Pilates Workshop

» Food Trucks: El Mana & Mission Dogs

» Performers: D] Helios, Teatro Vivo & the Indigenous Cultures Institute, Oro Dance
Company, Stephanie Valenzuela, Andrea Daniela, and The Tiarras

Board Recommendations

» November 6, 2024 - Recommendation passed to support the creation and funding of
creative/music hubs at the ESB-MACC, George Washington Carver Museum, and the Asian
American Resource Center (AARC).

» March 5, 2025 - Recommendation passed to allocate funds for Academia Cuauhtli's FY26
operating expenses in the amount of $106,000.

» March 5, 2025 - Recommendation passed to allocate funding for items removed from the
MACC's Phase 2 project, with a total recommended budget of $2.2 to $2.4 million in the
FY26 budget.



Executive Summary

The Emma S. Barrientos Mexican American Cultural Center (ESB-MACC) Advisory Board is
proud to present this annual report summarizing our key initiatives, events, and
recommendations from 2024-2025. In collaboration with community partners, we
supported culturally significant programming that celebrated and uplifted Mexican
American and Latinx voices in Austin. Signature events included Viva Mexico 2024, which
welcomed over 1,200 attendees; Dia de Los Muertos/Mexamericon 2024, a dual celebration
blending tradition and pop culture; and La Mujer 2025, honoring the strength and artistry
of Latina women. These events brought together local artists, families, elected leaders, and
community-based organizations through music, art, wellness workshops, and inclusive
spaces.

The Board also passed meaningful recommendations in support of long-term cultural
investment, including the creation of creative/music hubs at the ESB-MACC, Carver
Museum, and AARC; dedicated funding for Academia Cuauhtli; and full funding for the
completion of the MACC Phase 2 project as envisioned by the community. These efforts
reflect our continued commitment to cultural preservation, equity in funding, and
community-led arts programming.

Board Priorities for 2025-2026

1. As the MACC prepares to reopen in November 2025, the Advisory Board is committed to
standing alongside staff and the community to support a joyful, thoughtful, and inclusive
reopening process. We recognize that the first year will be foundational, and we aim to
provide steady support throughout that transition and growth.

2. We believe that sharing joy is a form of community building. That's why we're prioritizing
the promotion of MACC events and ensuring both the public and City Council members
remain informed and invited to join us in celebrating the dynamic programming taking
place at the MACC year-round.

3. We are also focused on identifying long-term funding strategies, nurturing community
partnerships, and listening deeply to ensure the MACC continues to reflect the vibrant,
evolving stories of our community—now and into the future.



