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Downtown Commission                  
Regular Called Meeting 
Minutes                     
Wednesday, August 20, 2025 
 
The Downtown Commission convened in a regular called meeting on Wednesday, August 20, 
2025, at Austin City Hall Chambers, Room 1001, 301 W 2nd Street in Austin, Texas. 
 
 
COMMISSIONERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
Ed Ishmael, Chair 
Kimberly Levinson, Vice Chair 
Pat Buchta 
David Carroll 
Liz Coufal 
Nathan McDaniel 
Charles Peveto 
Nancy Pollak  
Sania Shifferd 
Philip Wiley 
 
 
COMMISSIONERS IN ATTENDANCE REMOTELY: 
Nelly Paulina Ramírez 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Ishmael called the Downtown Commission Meeting to order at 5:35 p.m.   
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATION: GENERAL 
 

None. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
1. Approve the minutes of the Downtown Commission regular called meeting on July 16, 

2025. 
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The minutes from the meeting of July 16, 2025, were approved on Vice Chair 
Levinson’s motion, Commissioner Peveto’s second, on a 10-0 vote.  

 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

2. Presentation by David A. Colligan, Chief Operating Officer, Rally Austin, regarding 
possible downtown site developments.  
The presentation was made by David A. Colligan, Chief Operating Officer, Rally 
Austin. 

 
3. Presentation by Pat Buchta, Chief Executive Officer, regarding Austin Texas Musicians.   

The presentation was made by Pat Buchta, Chief Executive Officer, Austin Texas 
Musicians and Frances Ferguson, Community Member and Member of the Austin 
Presbyterian Church.  
 

4. Presentation by Daniel Kavelman, Projects and Policy Manager, Shoal Creek Conservancy, 
regarding the Cypress and Shoal Creek Public Space Strategy.  
The presentation was made by Daniel Kavelman, Projects and Policy Manager, Shoal 
Creek Conservancy.  

 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS 
 

5. Approve a Recommendation to Council regarding Homelessness Response 24-Hour Oasis 
Access.  
The motion to approve the recommendation was made by Vice Chair Levinson and 
seconded by Commissioner Shifferd. 
 
The following amendment was made by Commissioner McDaniel and seconded by 
Chair Ishmael. 
 
The amendment was to move the move the last Whereas clause on page 1 to the top of 
page 2 and add the first Whereas clause on page 2 to the end of page 1 and strike the 
words “on Friday and Saturday nights.”  
 
The amendment was approved on a 9-0 vote. Commissioner Coufal abstained. 
 
The Recommendation to Council regarding Homelessness Response 24-Hour Oasis 
Access was approved as amended on a 9-0 vote. Commissioner Coufal abstained.  
 

  
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
 

None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:21 p.m. was approved on Vice Chair Levinson’s motion, 
Commissioner McDaniel’s second a 10-0 vote.   
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The minutes were approved at the September 17, 2025, meeting on Vice Chair Levinson’s 
motion, Commissioner Buchta’s second on a 9-0 vote. Commissioner Carroll was absent.   
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