
BOARD/COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 

Downtown Commission 

Recommendation Number: 20250917-004:  

DOWNTOWN COMMISSION BOUNDARY EXPANSION 

WHEREAS the Austin City Council on August 14, 2024, passed Resolution 20240814-028 

calling for an update to the Downtown Austin Plan (DAP);  

WHEREAS the purpose of the Downtown Commission, as spelled out in its Bylaws is to advise 

the City Council and city staff regarding policies and projects impacting downtown Austin; serve 

as stewards for the Downtown Austin Plan and, as such: 1) serve as a sounding board for the City 

Council and staff on the implementation of the Downtown Austin Plan, and 2) offer 

recommendations on amendments to the Downtown Austin Plan as needed; and  

WHEREAS the current boundaries of the Downtown Commission are set forth in the Bylaws as 

being Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard to the north, Interstate Highway 35 to the east, Lady Bird 

Lake to the south and Lamar Boulevard to the west; and  

WHEREAS the current DAP boundaries are concurrent with the Downtown Commission 

boundaries; and  

WHEREAS the City of Austin Planning Department by memo in response to City Council 

Resolution No.20240814-028 recommended that the current boundaries of the Downtown Austin 

Plan be expanded; and 

WHEREAS the Planning Staff noted that: 

• A renewed vision of Downtown should account for its immediate needs while

acknowledging the regional context of its relationship to surrounding areas.

• Planning Staff recommended the development of a District Plan

• Broadening the DAP update to a District Plan with a larger geography would

acknowledge the regional nature of the urban core in the city and create

intentionality in planning for it.

WHEREAS Planning Staff recommended that the proposed District Plan include Downtown, the 

University Neighborhood Overlay (UNO) area to the north, and the South-Central Waterfront area 

to the south, bordered by Lamar Boulevard to the west and I-35 to the east, and would be referred 

to as the Center City / Central District Plan Area. 

WHEREAS there currently exists a South-Central Waterfront Advisory Board (SCWAB) charged 

with providing continuity and communication among stakeholders and advocates as the South-



Central Waterfront Plan moves towards implementation and to provide recommendations to the 

city council regarding plan implementation; and 

WHEREAS the South-Central Waterfront is bounded by South First Street on the west, Blunn 

Creek to the east, Lady Bird Lake on the north, and East Riverside Drive and East Bouldin Creek 

on the south; and  

WHEREAS SCWAB has met once in 2025; and 

WHEREAS the West Campus area is bounded by MLK Jr. Blvd. on the south, Guadalupe Street 

to the east, 29th Street to the north and N. Lamar Blvd. to the west and includes all of the University 

Neighborhood Overlay; and  

WHEREAS the West Campus/UNO is an integral part of the urban core and an important 

component of any central city regional plan.   

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Downtown Commission recommends and 

urges that the Austin City Council amend the Downtown Commission Bylaws to: 

1. Extend the boundaries of the Downtown Commission to include all of the Center City /

Central District Plan Area (including all of West Campus and the South-Central 

Waterfront area);

2. Broaden the Downtown Commission’s responsibilities to include stewarding any plan for 
development within the Center City / Central District Plan Area (including all of West 
Campus and the South-Central Waterfront area); and

3. Broaden the Downtown Commission’s responsibilities to include advising the City Council 
and city staff regarding policies and projects impacting the Center City/ Central District 
Plan Area (including all of West Campus and the South-Central Waterfront area).

Date of Approval: September 17, 2025 

Record of the vote:  9-0

Motion: Vice Chair Levinson     Second: Commissioner Shifferd

For:  Chair Ishmael, Vice Chair Levinson, Commissioners Buchta, Coufal, McDaniel, Peveto, 

Pollak, Shifferd, and Wiley. 

Against:  None

Absent:  Commissioner Carroll

Attest: Christi Vitela  

(Downtown Commission staff liaison)


