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Downtown Commission                  
Regular Called Meeting 
Minutes                     
Wednesday, September 17, 2025 
 
The Downtown Commission convened in a regular called meeting on Wednesday, September 
17, 2025, at Austin City Hall Chambers, Room 1001, 301 W 2nd Street in Austin, Texas. 
 
Chair Ishmael called the Downtown Commission Meeting to order at 5:33 p.m.   
 
COMMISSIONERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
Ed Ishmael, Chair 
Kimberly Levinson, Vice Chair 
Pat Buchta 
Liz Coufal 
Nathan McDaniel 
Charles Peveto 
Sania Shifferd 
Philip Wiley 
 
 
COMMISSIONERS IN ATTENDANCE REMOTELY: 
Nkiru Gelles 
Nancy Pollak  
Nelly Paulina Ramírez 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATION: GENERAL 
 

None. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
1. Approve the minutes of the Downtown Commission regular called meeting on August 20, 

2025. 
 

The minutes from the meeting of August 20, 2025, were approved on Vice Chair 
Levinson’s motion, Commissioner Buchta’s second, on a 9-0 vote. Commissioner 
Carroll was absent.  
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DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

2. Update on the Downtown Austin Strategic Initiative (DASI). Presentation by Jon Fortune, 
Deputy City Manager, Austin City Manager’s Office. 
The presentation was made by Jon Fortune, Deputy City Manager, Austin City 
Manager’s Office and Roberto Treviño, Deputy City Manager Advisor, Austin City 
Manager’s Office.  
 

3. Update from the Public Safety Commission representative regarding the Austin Police’s 
response to questions about their process with regards to Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) and the Public Safety Commission’s future discussions regarding this 
topic.  
Commissioner Ramírez provided an update.  
 

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS 
 

4. Approve a Recommendation to Council regarding Downtown Commission Boundary 
Expansion. 
The motion to approve a Recommendation to Council regarding Downtown 
Commission Boundary Expansion was approved on Vice Chair Levinson’s motion, 
Commissioner Shifferd’s second, on a 9-0 vote. Commissioner Carroll was absent.  
 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
 
Briefing on the update to the Great Streets Master Plan 
Briefing on the 6th Street Engineering Report 
Valet Permitting Process  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 p.m. was approved on Commissioner Peveto’s motion, 
Vice Chair Levinson’s second a 9-0 vote.  Commissioner Carroll was absent.  
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