
Animal Advisory Commission 

Recommendation 20251013-008 – Bird Friendly Design 

WHEREAS, the Animal Advisory Commission passed and sent Recommendation 20221010-008 to 

Council regarding the adoption of bird friendly design; and 

WHEREAS, the Animal Advisory Commission recognizes the City of Austin was named a Bird City in 

Feb. 2023; and 

WHEREAS, the Animal Advisory Commission recognizes that over 400 species of birds reside or migrate 

through Travis County every spring and fall, with endangered species and species of concern utilizing the 

Central Flyway and geological way finders of the Balcones Escarpment, Colorado River and Blackland 

Prairie during migration, as well as during nesting and wintering seasons; and 

WHEREAS, the Animal Advisory Commission recognizes the City of Austin benefits from the annual $5.5 

billion generated from bird watching and bird tourism in Texas; and 

WHEREAS, the Animal Advisory Commission recognizes that biodiversity has benefits to our 

community in its own right, beyond economic benefit.  

WHEREAS, the Animal Advisory Commission recognizes city staff has met with stakeholders, reviewed 

the policies and codes implemented in other cities, and studied how bird-friendly design standards can best 

fit within the City’s code; and 

THEREFORE, the Animal Advisory Commission recommends Council initiate the findings and 

recommendations of staff as listed with the following addition. 

1. In addition to commercial and multifamily buildings, the Animal Advisory Commission recommends all

City buildings be required to follow the guidelines and set an example for non-public buildings.

Motion: Commissioner Dulzaides Second: Commissioner Huddleston 

Vote: 10-0 

For: Chair Nilson, Vice Chair Linder, Parliamentarian Norton, Commissioners: Dulzaides, Daniel, 

Ferguson, Holt, Huddleston, Loignon, Nemer 

Against: None 

Abstain: None 

Recuse: Commissioner Ahmed 

Attest: Nekaybaw Watson

Nekaybaw Watson


