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Austin

MEMORANDUM
To: Mayor and City Council
, . | . MR
Through: Michael Rogers, Assistant City Manager
From: Richard Mendoza, Director of Austin Transportation and Public Works
Date: October 24, 2025
Subject: Update on TxXDOT Pavement Marking Compliance and SAFE ROADS

Initiative Guidance

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an update on the impact of the SAFE ROADS
Initiative (Safe Arterials for Everyone through Reliable Operations and Distraction-Reducing
Strategies) and guidance received from the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) related to
pavement markings.

Summary

On July 1, 2025, U.S. Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy announced the SAFE ROADS Initiative.
The initiative emphasizes that intersections and crosswalks should be “kept free from
distractions,” including political messages, artwork, or any other non-standard markings that may
compromise safety. Although the initiative was announced in July, no formal implementation
guidance or directive was issued to local jurisdictions until recently.

On October 8, 2025, the Texas Department of Transportation distributed a letter to cities and
counties regarding compliance with Pavement Marking Standards on Public Roads in Texas:

Pavement markings such as decorative crosswalks, murals, or markings conveying
artwork or other messages are prohibited on travel lanes, shoulders, intersections, and
crosswalks unless they serve a direct traffic control or safety function. This prohibition
includes the use of symbols, flags, or other markings conveying any message or
communications.

Localjurisdictions must remedy any nhon-compliant installations within 30 days.
Exceptions may be granted only with written approval from TxDOT’s Traffic Safety Division,
based on a demonstrated public safety benefit or compelling justification. Failure to
comply may resultin:

o Withholding or denial of state or federal funding

e Suspension of agreements between TxDOT and the local jurisdiction

e Required removal or modification of non-compliant markings on roads that are part

of the state highway system or funded through TxDOT-administered programs


https://highways.dot.gov/safety/safe-roads
https://highways.dot.gov/safety/safe-roads
https://highways.dot.gov/safety/safe-roads
https://www.txdot.gov/content/dam/docs/division/trf/letter-pavement-marking-standards-compliance.pdf

Date: October 24, 2025
Subject: Federal SAFE ROADS Initiative and TxDOT Guidance on Crosswalks

Next Steps

The City Traffic Engineer will be submitting an exception request to the Texas Department of
Transportation. Austin Transportation and Public Works will support the City Council’s creation
of a task force focused on the use of public space (including sidewalks and other
transportation items) to include representatives from:

African American Resource Advisory Commission
LGBTQ Quality of Life Advisory Commission
Asian American Resource Advisory Commission
Hispanic/Latino Quality of Life Commission
Arts Commission

Downtown Commission

Parks & Recreation Board

Tourism Commission

Urban Transportation Commission

Design Commission

Austin LGBTQ Chamber of Commerce

Greater Austin Black Chamber of Commerce
Greater Austin Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
Greater Austin Asian Chamber of Commerce

e Six Square Cultural District

To assist the task force, Austin Transportation and Public Works staff are conducting an
internal inventory of City-street markings to determine compliance with the forthcoming state
guidelines. Staff will provide an update to City Council by Monday, October 27, 2025, including
a task force roster, recommendations and potential financial impact for any changes, if
necessary.

Should you have any questions, please contact Richard Mendoza, Austin Transportation and Public
Works Director at Richard.Mendoza@austintexas.gov or Carrie Rogers, Government Relations
Officer, at Carrie.Rogers@austintexas.gov.

Attachment: Current Inventoried Locations of Color Painted Road Markings

cc: T.C. Broadnax, City Manager
Erika Brady, City Clerk
Corrie Stokes, City Auditor
Mary Jane Grubb, Municipal Court Clerk
Judge Sherry Statman, Municipal Court
CMO Executive Team
Department Directors
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Date: October 24, 2025
Attachment: Current Inventoried Locations of Color Painted Road Markings

Morrow & Watson A

= Installed: October 2024
= Partners: FHWA

= TPW did commit to FHWA we
would let fade this after the
study period

Manor & Leona A

= Installed: October
2024

= Partners: FHWA

= TPW did commit to
FHWA we would let
fade this after the
study period

Pedernales & J
Webberville Aujs%in

= |nstalled: October
2024

= Partners: FHWA

= TPW did commit to
FHWA we would
remove and replace
this after the study
period
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Date: October 24, 2025
Attachment: Current Inventoried Locations of Color Painted Road Markings

4th & Colorado

= |nstalled: October 2021
= Partners: CMO

= Not just paint, include
Thermo on all four corners,
more extensive process to
remove

“River” on Lake Austin A
Blvd. (LCRA) i

= |nstalled: July 2016

= Part of the Austin
Public Art Collection

= Since itis in our public
art collection, would
require de-installation
process.

“Black Artists Matter” A
on E. 11th Street Austin
*= Installed: June . - .

2021 - ’ : o
= Refreshed August 1 . Py -

2024 . srrerTrn), ‘

= Partners: Capitol \ g - —
JNetlE| ACIK ARTISTS MATTE:
Economic LA‘:’ — - ‘
Development o o Wy =D -
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Date: October 24, 2025
Attachment: Current Inventoried Locations of Color Painted Road Markings

“TEXAS” on Guadalupe
& 22nd - 24th

= |nstalled: August
2024

= Partners: Installed
by UT Austin, ROW
permits approved by
ATPW

ALL UT

0
2
]

North Hyde Park Art
Traffic Circles - 53rd Austin

and Avenue H

= Installed: N/A

= Partners: May have been
installed by community
without TPW permit

Central East Austin
Traffic Circle - E 22nd

and Salina

= Installed: 2014

= Partners: NPP Project,
Blackland Community
Development
Corporation
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Date: October 24, 2025
Attachment: Current Inventoried Locations of Color Painted Road Markings

West Wind Trail
and Westgate
Blvd.

* |nstalled: 2017

= Partners: NPP Project, La
Fuerza de Westgate

= Retired and allowed to fade.
Mostly faded, only minor
shading remains

= |nstalled: 2017

= Partners: NPP
Project, Armadillo
Park Neighborhood
Association

= Retired and allowed
to fade. Mostly faded,
only minor shading
remains
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Date: October 24, 2025
Attachment: Current Inventoried Locations of Color Painted Road Markings

Onion Creek Dr.

Austin

= |Installed: 2023

= Partners: WPD, PARD, ACME -
community engagement with
various partners

= Parking only area of the site.
Muralis currently being restored
for flood anniversary and
Council Proclamation

Fairy Alley - Between A
Treadwell St. & Dexter Au;m
St.

= Installed: 2014

= Partners: NPP Project,
Wabucy (Walk-Bus-Cycle)
Zilker

= Mostly faded, need to
inspect.

Joe Sayers Ave. - A
Between Ullrich Ave. & Austin
Theckla ' '

= Installed: 2023

® Partners: ATPW Shared
Streets, no community
partners.

= Note: these are all
outside of the travel
lanes and represent
areas planned for
conversation to
concrete curb planted
medians.
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Date: October 24, 2025
Attachment: Current Inventoried Locations of Color Painted Road Markings

Arroyo Seco & Jim
Hogg Ave.

= Installed: 2023

= Partners: ATPW Shared
Streets, no community
partner

Austin

* Note: Plans to be converted
to concrete curb as plant able
median - area is outside of
travel lanes.

Lamar Square Dr.

= |nstalled: 2022

= 3 non-compliant
yellow crosswalks that
weren’t installed by
ATPW

= ATPW exploring
remedies to convert
these to standard
crosswalks, currently
no curb ramps at these
sites.
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