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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
Applications for Permits in National Register Historic Districts
November 5, 2025
PR-2025-088150, HR-2025-113285
Old West Austin National Register Historic District
2514 Wooldridge Drive
Proposal

Demolish a ca. 1938 contributing building.

Project Specifications

Construct a two-story residence with covered patio and guest house. The proposed buildings are constructed
across two lots. The main building has an irregular plan, irregular roofline and fenestration, and stone veneer
cladding. Its side-gabled elevation with stone-clad loggia faces the main streetscape, with full-height glazed
fenestration beyond. The guest house, attached with a covered breezeway, is set back at an angle and features
similar materials, detailing, and height as the main structure.

Architecture

Two-story Georgian Revival house with curved portico, symmetrical shuttered windows, brick veneer, and a side-
gabled roof with added dormers.

Research

The house at 2514 Wooldridge Drive was constructed in 1938 for Clarence McCullough and his family. McCullough,
who began his career as assistant cashier at the Security Trust company, slowly rose in prominence as a banker.
Eventually, he partnered with rancher and fellow real estate broker Dr. Joseph Koenig to develop the Violet Crown
Heights subdivisions between 1946 and 1948, lending Koenig’s name to one of its major thoroughfares. In 1950 and
1951, they built the adjacent Violet Crown Shopping Center. “On the northwest corner of North Lamar and
Brentwood Street,” notes Violet Crown historian and resident Susan Burneson, “the center was in the heart of Violet
Crown Heights, Section 1.”" In spring 2025, KUT journalist Juan Garcia and Burneson discussed the development of
Austin’s most well-known midcentury center:

The violet crown nickname [was] used in real estate marketing throughout the early 20" century, but few had
the impact Dr. Joe Koenig and Clarence McCullough had when they started selling land in what used to be
north Austin in the ‘40s...Right along [Violet Crown Heights], the pair built a shopping center in 1951. They
called it the Violet Crown Shopping Center, which had a handful of violet-crown-themed
businesses...immortalized as “The Emporium” in Richard Linklater’s coming-of-age film Dazed and
Confused.?

McCullough and Koenig maintained offices at the Violet Crown Shopping Center. Clarence McCullough’s son, who
lived at 2514 Wooldridge Drive throughout his time at the University of Texas, later became the center’s manager.?
McCullough and his wife, Ruth, lived at the house on Wooldridge Drive until at least the 1980s.

Property Evaluation

The property contributes to the Old West Austin National Register district.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain moderate integrity. Windows have been replaced, and a rear second-floor
addition was constructed in 1996; the side elevations were altered at this time, but dormer windows at the front
elevation are visible in a photo taken during the period of significance.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property
and determined that it may meet two criteria for landmark designation:

T Burneson, Susan. “Violet Crown Voices,” 2012: https://violetcrownvoices.com/2012/neighbors-matter-part-3

2 Garcia, Juan. “Why are so many places in Austin named Violet Crown?” KUT News, 2025: https://www.kut.org/2025-04-10/austin-tx-violet-
crown-name-places

3 Burneson, 2012.
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a. Architecture. The building is constructed in the Georgian Revival style.
b. Historical association. The property is associated with Clarence McCullough, developer of Violet Crown
Heights and the Violet Crown shopping center.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the
human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, physical characteristic,
or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the
neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property does not appear to be a significant natural or designed landscape with
artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

Staff Recommendation

Consider whether McCullough’s role as co-developer of the Violet Crown Heights neighborhood and Violet Crown
Shopping Center have sufficient impact on Austin’s history to offset the building’s potential integrity issues when
evaluating for landmark eligibility. If not, encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse, then relocation or

deconstruction and salvage, but approve the demolition permit application upon completion of a City of Austin
Documentation Package.




Location Map
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PR 25-088150
2514 WOOLDRIDGE DRIVE

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying
purp: It does not rep! an on-the-g; d survey. This product has been produced by the City of Austin for the sole purpose of
geographic reference. No warranty is made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completensss.
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Property Information

Photos
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Occupancy History
City Directory Research, August 2025

1959 Clarence and Ruth McCullough, owners - real estate, 402 Capital National Bank building

Charles E. McCullough - student

1955 Clarence and Ruth McCullough, owners —real estate, 1206 Capital National Bank building

Charles E. McCullough - student

1952 Clarence and Ruth McCullough, owners - real estate, Capital National Bank building and building
manager, Majik Ironer Inc.

Charles E. McCullough - student

1947

Elsie Fisher — maid
Bill Fielder — student UT

M. Edward Fielder — student, UT

Clarence and Ruth McCullough, owners —real estate, Capital National Bank

1941

Mary Jo Kajs — domestic worker

Clarence and Ruth McCullough, owners — Craven’s & McCullough

1939

Aline Capps — housekeeper

Clarence and Ruth McCullough, owners —receiver, Security Trust Co.

Historical Information
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SECURITY TRUaT
PROMOTES
GRAVENS

McCullough, Fristoe
Get Higher Posts
at Election.

s

Election ot directors and officers
for the new business year was held
by the SBecurity Trust company
Tuopsday ‘morning; the stockholders
of .the Austin NaNonal bank re-
clected the old directors, and =&
meeting of stockhiolders of the
American Natlonal bank, to be fol-
lowed by the directors’” meoting,
was scheduled for 3 o'clock,

The only changes in offlees re-
corded Tuesday morning were the
promotion of E. P Cravens, former-
Iy viee president and cashler of the
Zecurlty Trust company, to the post
of nctive vice president; the promo-
tlon of Clarence MeCullough, for-

dbetiv’'s Humday #ibisanl o lava Vet Ahedr petutn te Awsiin the# | merly assistant cashier of ‘the In-

The wedling vadekh was glivin by stitutlon, to the office of cashler,
will be wl hutne st S0l Wast MR o

Prkla® Bhoibi v wl Boer dal @ab, wesalias and the naming of W. R. Fristoe

' st ns the new pssistant cashler for

The Statesman (19-16-1921);Austin, Tex.. 31 Oct 1920: A1.
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The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 10 Jan 1928: 1
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Security Trust

The Security Trust company re-
elected ile officers and dlirectors as
follows: 1% W, Sternenberg. presi-
dent; D. €. Reed and T J, RButler,
vice president; 15, T'. Cravens. active
viee president: Clarence Mr:Cul-
leugh, ecashier; W, L T'ristoe,
assistant cashier, Directors arve: J‘.
A. Bachman, Ben M. Barker, J. AN
w, 1. Butler, W. T, Cas-

[Bowman, 'L
well, 1. I', Cravens, Sam N Key,
Clarence ] ‘\10(511!10111;11 1. 1L Perrey,

D. . Reed, Charles Rosner, I w.
Sternenberg, Carl T. Widen and D.
K. Wondward, Jr.

$7.500 Residence
Leading Permits

Record for Year Goes
To $2,625,980

Permit for the construction of 2
two-story brick venecer and frame
residence and parage integral at
2514 Wooldridge drive costing $7,-
500 for Mr. and Mrs., Clarence Me-

MAY PERMITS
TOTAL $372,357
Building durlng the month of
May totaled $372,357 in value as
213 permits were issued by John
Eckert, city building inspector,
The permit list included 142
for new consiruction valued at
$351,482 and Tl for alterations
and repairs and additlons cost-
ing $20,875,

Cullough fealured the list of build-
ing permils for the Jast week which
totaled $066,148 and sent the record
for the year to $2,625,980.

Security Trust.
Buﬂdmﬁ Is Sold

$98,000 Is Announced
Sale Consideration

Sale of the Security Trust com-
pany building at 801 Congress
avenue by Clarence McCullough,
receiver of the Security Trust
company, to Mrs. Mina Miller of
Austin for $98,000 was announced
Saturday in a deed filed for rec-
ord In Lhe office of Miss Emille
limberg, county clerk,

. The deed reciled the considera-

‘tion consisted of $30,250 cash pay-

ment and one note for five years
aggregating  $58,750.

The sale, appfoved several days
®go by Judge J. D. Moore of 88th
district court, was made subject
to the lease made by the banking
institution with the Milam Cafe-
terias company last Nov. 4.

The huilding was vacated last
week by the Security Trust com-
pany and the Austin Chamber of

Commerce, and work of remodel-

ing ‘the huilding for use by the
Milam Cafeteria company hns been
atarted

TheAust/n Statesman (1921-1973); Austln Tex 09 Jan 1929 3
The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 05 June 1938: 8.
The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 12 Feb 1939: 14.

THE RAIN

CAME

and washed (he face of the earth clean, then the sunshine made everything
pretiy and bright again. The rain halted our lols sale somewhat, bul in
spite of the bad wealher sales have gone forward in a fine way.

59 LOTS SOLD

which indicates thal the people of Auslin know real lob values when they
are offered 1o them. These wise lot huyers are making hig plans for the

businTng of fine homes as sooh as possible,

OVER 500 LOTS

are slill available io he disiribuled to people who want Teal home sites in
one of Auslin's linest resiricted communilies, We predict thal it will

be in the heart of Auslin’s besl [ulure developmenl.

THE TERMS

are sa fair that anyone wantling one of these lols with at least 75 fi.
fronlage, can own one easily. The PRICE is lower than you will expect,

The Directors of the

ALL UTILITIES and good streels are guaranieed with ench lofl.  Alsn
abstracl withoul extra cost. ‘No laxes until 1948, Paymenis deferred if

sick or sul of worle.

THE SELL YOURSELF PLAR

is proving very popular. Each lot is marked wilh slze and price. Select
YOUR lot, pull the tag and bring it te (he sales tenl to complele your deal

DRIVE OUT DALLAS HIGHWAY

Fidelity State Bank

are pleased to announce

the election of

Clarence McCullough

(Real Estate Developer, Loans, Bumls)

AND

Henry Wendlandt

(of Carl Wendlandt & Sons, Real Estate, Loans and Insurance)

as two new members of

our Board of Directors

TURN WEST ONE BLOCK SOUTH OF DRIVE-IN THEATRE

These two men bring 1o our board a vast and substantial
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experience in business and financinl services.

VIOLET CROWN HEIGHTS .. v we grow”

PHONE 4596-5670

Growing with Austin ., ., we will soon be moving to our
CLARENCE McCULLOUGH '

new location, Congress at Ninth

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 09 Nov 1946: 3.
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 17 Feb 1948: 2.

J. 5. KOENIG


https://www.proquest.com/hnpaustinamericanstatesman/docview/1611446672/CB62571A1DCF4F42PQ/1?accountid=7451&sourcetype=Newspapers
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for the American National Bank, be-

City Bank from 1948 until his retire-
ment In 1887,

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 13 Mar 1992, 30. Courtesy of Morgan Burnham.
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= violetcrownvoices.com/2012/neighbors-matter-part-3

Susan December 18, 2012

Updated September 25, 2023
KOENIG * McCULLOUGH

By 1946, Dr. Joseph Samuel Koenig (1885-1951) and Clarence McCullough (1898-1892) developed Section 1 of Violet Crown
Heights, between Payne and Ruth in the Brentwood neighborhood. (See the 1947 promotional flyer for Vielet Crown Heights here.)
They began developing Section 2, between Payne and Koenig Lane, by 1948, and the Violet Crown Shopping Center by 1950.
Koenig Lane was named for Dr. Koenig. (See A Few Stories About Street Names, Part 2, including Karen, Koenig, Leralynn, and
Ruth.)

Dr. Koenig was bomn in LaGrange, Texas, the son of John Robert Koenig Sr. and Charlotte Wilhelmine Schwake Koenig. Joe
married Lera Lynn Pennington in Bell County, Texas, in February 1911. They moved from Smithville to Austin about 1921. He
became a chiropedist and later an insurance executive, as well as a real estate developer. By the 1920s, Dr. Koenig and his wife
owned property in at least four subdivisions near the future Koenig Lane—Koenig Place, Koenig Terrace, Murray Place, and
Morthfield (they also owned property in Arboles Terrace, south of Barton Springs Road). Their residences included 4209 Avenue E
(Speedway) in 1930, 108 Laurel Lane in 1940, and 606A East 23rd St. in 1950 (now part of the University of Texas campus). A
1937 classified ad listed a Koenig Farm on Fiskville Road (today's Morth Lamar), then outside the Austin city limits and likely part of
Dr. Koenig's property. Dr. Koenig died in 1951, and his wife, Lera Lynn, in 1960

IMore about Dr. Koenig's family: His paternal grandparents, John and Anna Meyer Koenig, who emigrated from Germany, and his
maternal grandmother's parents, Florian and Fredrica Meyer, who emigrated from Austria, died in the 1867 yellow fever epidemic in
LaGrange, Texas. In 1928, Dr. Koenig's brother John R. Koenig Jr. moved to Travis County and owned the large Koenig Ranch, in
Cedar Valley west of RM 1826 and south of 290. According to his 2003 obituary, John's son Marvin Robert Koenig Sr. “was
involved in operating [the Koenig Ranch] and developing the family’s land in the Koenig Lane area of Austin.”

Clarence McCullough was born in Waller County, Texas, in 1898, the son of Ellis D. and Mary Alice Moore McCullough. His father
and paternal grandparents were born in Tennessee and moved to Texas, where they settled in Taylor. By 1900, Mr. McCullough, his
parents, and two siblings moved to Manor, Texas, where they grew cotton. By 1910, they had moved to Austin, and Mr. McCullough
remembered riding a horse to Austin High School. His first job was at the E. M. Scarbrough & Sons department store. After serving
in Warld War I, he worked at a bank for a time and then became a real estate developer. He also served on the board of First City
Bank for almost 40 years. In 1930, Clarence McCullough and his wife, Ruth Huddleston McCullough, lived at 1410 Travis Heights
Blvd. According to Clarence’s son Chuck, in 1938 his parents built a house for $8,000 at 2514 Wooldridge in Pemberton Heights.
They lived there for many years. Mr. McCullough died in 1992 and his wife, Ruth, in 1993.

Chuck later managed the Violet Crown Shopping Center in the 6600 block of Morth Lamar Boulevard in Austin. The center was
developed by his father and Dr. Koenig, and had offices there. He was founder and president of the Avtec Corporation, and for a
time the center was renamed the Violet Crown Telecom Center. Susan Burneson and Sandra Miron interviewed Chuck before the
first Violet Crown Festival held on May 17, 2003. He died in 2015.

Burneson, Susan. Violet Crown Voices, 2012: https://violetcrownvoices.com/2012/neighbors-matter-part-3

of society. Austin society is acknowledged

In 1925, there was a project in Austin to build the SR i st sV Bt e

ideal home for the time, called the Violet Crown southwest of Kansas City.
Home. The violet crown nickname would continue fexas
to be used in real estate marketing all throughout A snippet from . Henry's "Tictocq" story publi:

the early 20th century, but few had the impact Dr.

Joe Koenig and Clarence McCullough had when

they started selling land in what used to be north

Austin in the '40s. They called their subdivision Violet Crown Heights.

Right alongside the subdivision, the pair built a shopping center in 1951. They called it
the Violet Crown Shopping Center, which had a handful of violet crown themed
businesses. The shopping center was also immortalized as “The Emporium” in Richard
Linklater's coming-of-age film Dazed and Confused.

Garcia, Juan. “Why are so many places in Austin named Violet Crown?” KUT News, 2025: https://www.kut.org/2025-04-
10/austin-tx-violet-crown-name-places


https://violetcrownvoices.com/2012/neighbors-matter-part-3
https://www.kut.org/2025-04-10/austin-tx-violet-crown-name-places
https://www.kut.org/2025-04-10/austin-tx-violet-crown-name-places
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Permits

Couggiomthert- . #3218
piation fo Sever Comecin, |, @ 1475047
Austin, Texas, S//o? ...... _ 198 ’f

To the Superintendent of Sewer and Public Improvements,

Lr. & lirs. Clarence oo 2 City of Austin, Texax |
licCullough ) 2512 _ooldridge Dr R
e Eor 18" HEE Be

I hereby make ammy sewer conncchon it mntmdsons ’
- " ) 12 Of 7 ’ - on promises owned by rénc e A7 5//76

a2 LY LiAes A ﬂ Strost
Pemberton Heights " e - A

further described as Jot g’l‘//f oﬂnlock s OULIOL
2 B‘bor'y b;’ick venoer & frame res & subdnmon%/é/‘/o/'&fm plat/é J
. é
garage 1ntegral which is to be used as a . S LCETE - s
228n - 6/5/38 In this' place. there are to be installed ../ ______fixtures.

Building and sewer tap permits, 1938

Tracking Dates & Reference Information
Tracking Dates & Reference Information

Folder Name

Folder Name 2514 Wooldridge Drive A 00000
2514 Wooldridge Drive A 00000

Reference # Issued By

Reference # Issued By 9609801 PIER ADP
9512669 PIER_ADP B

. In Date Issued Date Expires
In Date Issued Date Expires Jul 08, 1996 00:00:00 Jul 08, 1996 Aug 29, 2007
Sep 29, 1995 00:00:00 Sep 29, 1995 Aug 13, 1996
Final Date Priority Ref. No.2 Final Date Priority Ref. No.2
Aug 13, 1996 Sep 13, 1996
Ref. No.3 Ref. No.4 Ref. No.5 Ref. No.3 Ref. No.4 Ref. No.5
9512669 1985729 9609801 1999952
Ref. No.6 Ref. No.7 Ref. No.6 Ref. No.7
Description Description

Two Story Addn & Add 2nd Story To Existing ** Electric For Elevator

Tracking Dates & Reference Information

Folder Name
2514 Wooldridge Drive A 00000

Reference # Issued By
9610539 PIER_ADP

In Date Issued Date Expires

Jul 22, 1996 00:00:00 Jul 22,1996 Oct 15, 1996
Final Date Priority Ref. No.2

Oct 15, 1996

Ref. No.3 Ref. No.4 Ref. No.5
9610539 2000658

Ref. No.6 Ref. No.7

Description

Private Inground Spa W/Req'D Enclosure Device

Addition and pool permits, 1996



