HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
Permits in National Register Historic Districts
December 3, 2025
PR-2025-142120; GF-2025-144821
Travis Heights-Fairview Park Historic District
1806 Drake Avenue

Proposal

Demolish a ca. 1945 contributing building.

Architecture

This residence sits on the rear half of a subdivided lot originally extending from Brackenridge Street to Drake Avenue.
Itis a simple rectangle in form, with a moderately pitched, side gabled roof that has been re-clad with metal. There
is a small brick chimney at the front elevation setto one side of the centered entryway door. This doorway is covered
by a modest gable that is supported by two brackets. While the building is described in the National Register
nomination as in the ranch style, the form is so simple it lacks many of the ypical horizontal details frequently found
in similar houses. However, the walls are brick, which is uncommon in the district, though they are more common
for housing found in the city built around the same time as 1806 Drake.

Research

In the first decade after its construction, the property cycled through owners every few years. The first owners appear
to be Martin & Margaret Birdsong, who was employed by the Austin Police Department as a lieutenant. Subsequent
owners were a plumber and a family associated with the United States Air Force, but none of these residents lived
at the address for long. By the 1960s, multiple news articles report that a man names James Edward Wilson lived at
the address.

Property Evaluation

The property contributes to the Travis Heights-Fairview Park National Register district.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain moderate integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property
and determined that it does not meet two criteria for landmark designation:

a. Architecture. The building is a decent example of ranch-influenced infill development in the district.

b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the
human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or
significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the
neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic,
aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

Staff Recommendation

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse, relocation, or deconstruction and salvage over demolition, but
approve the demolition permit application upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package. The
Historic Landmark Commission must review plans for new construction in National Register districts before
demolition permits may be issued.
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Property Information

Photos

Google Streetview, 2025




Occupancy History
City Directory Research, November 2025

1959
1957
1955
1952
1949
1947

Vacant

Marvin & Clara Johnson, owners; USAF

R.B. & Lois Saul, owners; plumber

Vacant

Martin & Margaret Birdsong, owners; Lieutenant at Austin Police Department

Address not listed

Historical Information

Permits

-—

Case of Saggy Ceiling Evidence

0f Blast but Cause Still Mystery

> The case of the saggy ceiling
‘pretty well laid to rest Tuesdny
any question about the earth
shaking blast in the Austin area
during the noon hour Munday:]
“Just take a look at my ceil-
;lng..!' James Edward Wilson of
1806 Drake Avenue told City
Patrolman David MeCrea "i.{.
you wonder how hard it shook.
Wilson was just one of nu-
merous Austin residents *‘knock-
ed out of their seats" about
12:45 p.m, despite being boom-
conditioned by regular flights
of supersonic bombers over this

area for the past many months,

He had a good deal more than
most to complain about. An es-
timated $175 damage to the ceil-
ings in the bedroom apd lving
room of his South Augfin home.

The evidence, howeger, -still
didn't solve the mystery of what
caused the blast.

Most who felt and reported
hegring the “explosion” had it .
figured for a sonic boom. A.
Bergstrom Air Force Basc:

another sound boom."

.|was no blasting on the Mo-Pac

jony other public works project!

. Colonel W. A. Kengla, - civil
jdefense director, {or one, sald:
"My reaction was — we've got

City, counly and state officials
contacted couldn't come up with
any other explanation. There

thoroughfare constructicn — or

near here, .

Col. Kengla tried most of lhei
afternoon to irace the source

spokesman stoutly maintained, jof the blast.

however, there were no planes
in the arca that could posstbly

make a sound blast. :

“If it were anything clse but'
a sound boom, we would know

Jabout it," ‘he concluded.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Jan 28, 1964.

Hawes Cambell
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" relocate garage, make addn. and convert to

25825

owner

6=-14-44

$1500.00

e,

5

Permit for relocation of garage at rear of Brackenridge St. property, 1944
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Water service permit, 1944

Je. F. Wilson

ADDRESS1806 DNrake Avenue

BLAT

128 - LoT

1 (_g_pm:ti nn of ‘)

BIK 12-H

SUBDIVISION

Fairveiw Park

OCCUPANCY

bedroom

BLD PERMIT # 100657

DATE A-15-66

OWNERS
ESTIMATE 20C.00

CONTRACTOR

gdner

NO., OF FIXTURES

WATER TAP REC # =

SEWER TAP REC # -

frrm add to a res.

140 sq. ft.

Bedroom addition permit, 1966



