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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
Applications for Demolition and Relocation Permits
December 3, 2025
PR-2025-131605; GF-2025-144708
601 North Bluff Dr

Proposal

Demolish a circa 1946 house.

Architecture

One-story house clad in rustic stone veneer capped with a cross gabled roof with exposed rafter tails, a partial width
porch, and a large stone chimney.

Research

The House at 601 N Bluff Dr was constructed around 1946. Its first occupants were the Haffelder family. Thomas B.
Haffelder was a butcher who worked at the Bonugli grocery store in Austin for 30 years before opening his own
barbecue restaurant, called The Shanty, on Red River Street. Haffelder and his wife, Elizabeth, lived at 601 N Bluff
until his retirement in 1978.

Property Evaluation

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property
and determined that it does not meet two criteria for landmark designation:

a. Architecture. The building is a good example of Texas Vernacular architecture with ranch style
influences.

b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the
human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or
significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the
neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic,
aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

Staff Recommendation

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse, relocation, or deconstruction and salvage over demolition, but
approve the demolition permit application upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.
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GF 25-144708
601 NORTH BLUFF DRIVE

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying
It does not rep an on-the-g d survey. This product has been produced by the City of Austin for the sole purpose of
geographic reference. No warranty is made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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Aug'25,2025 at 10:
Demolition Permit Application, 2025

Occupancy History
1955 Thomas Benton and Elizabeth Haffelder, owners — butcher

1952 Tommie and Elizabeth Haffelder, owners — Meat cutter, Bonugli’s Red and White Grocery
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Carlson Family Has Reunion
- At Tommie Haffelder Home

Year's Term | e s o v ne a

.fred Carlsorn of Elroy held a re-
union recently in the home of Mr.
!nnd Mrs. Tommie Haffelder on the

s uspen e 'Old Lockhart Road. Refreshments

were served.

Tomnie B [ffaffelder, Austin  Aending were Mooses ad Mes.
man, was given a suspended sen- oo 0 e Carlson, Lawrence
tence of a year and A day in fed- g0 2 Doy “Coricon, - Audrey
eral prison and placed on probation ye o wi Corison, Will | Swen.
for three years by Judse Walter o, "t o Halfelder, Kerns Ei-
A. Keeling on a charge that he mis- jio) Mesdames Carl Carlson.  Les
represenied his age in a statement Watson, Misses Winifred Carlson,
to Travis county draft Loard No. 1. Lycille’ Maschmeyer and Marie

.ludsl:‘le Keeling, h?\\'c\'or. tSfﬂlgd Swenson, all of Austin.
that the probation feature of the : .
sentence will be climinated if Haf. E_A‘]:? %ff:ﬁl,ﬁlleal;r‘ggze tg:r,f::"
felder is accepted for service by jop, Gordon, Johnny Reach, Oli.
the army, ver Carlson, Leonard Carlson, Wel-

Maffelder Wednesday was sent 000 Swenson, Rocky Carlson, Su-

. - zan 1son, ici .
down to the Farl Sam  Housten S00¢ Carlson, Patricia Carlson, J

W. s son, i
induction statlon, along with athier 1, wenson, Donnie Hatfelder and

v ommie Hayes.
registrants from bhoard No. 1, for g .
pre-induction physical examination  Out-of-town guests were Mr. and

X Mrs. Bernard Pearson and Jackie
and passed the test, it was stated. of Frankfurt, Germany: Mr. and

With Imposition of sentence on MfS Joe Carlson of Angleton; Mr.

d Mrs. Joel Carlson of Fort
Haffelder, the court completed its'te M
criminal docket for the term. Al."Vorth; Mr. and Mrs. Henry Thomp-

son and Gary of Charlotte; Mr. end

Mrs. Carl Pearson of Elroy; Mr, and '

Mrs. Segtrid Burkland and Billy
of Creedmoor; Mr. and Mrs. Carl

Carlson and daughter, Ruby Jean,
Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Swenson and
children, Charles and Cindy, of
Liberty Hill; Edward Carlson of
Houston; Leroy Carlson of Fort
Worth.

Club Gives
To Needy

Members of the Auld Lang Syne
Club brought clothes to be given
to needy school children at their
luncheon meeting Thursday with
Mrs. J. B. Rutland,

Mrs. Carl Lyda and Mrs. Mabb
Perryman assisted the hdstess in
serving the covered-dish meal. Ar-
rangements of summer flowers were
used in the dining room, and places
were marked with cards painted
by Mrs, Perryman,

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 18 Feb 1944: 5.

The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex..

24 Aug 1947: A8.
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After Upholstering Chair in 12 Hours,
HDCer Plans To Do 9 More Pieces

Ity CLAIRE BANISTER
Mrs. | Tanmie Ilaffelder, who
ives on the Ol Lockharl High-
way, has a “new’ chale'in her
iving ronm thal is a source of

ride and satisfaction—n chair of il

shich she can truthiully =y, 1
Aid i myselil™

A member of the Mlensant Tl
lome Demanstration Club, Mrs.
Halfclder rocently compleled the
senovalion and reuphalstering of
(he chair al a serfes of workshop
mectings held by the cluh.

“Its the first ! have cver done
nmd dome right,”  she  said,
went to U upholstering schwoal
pie club had, aml learned  the
corrcct way (o refinish and re-
uphalster furniture.""

Mow she plans lo do nine more
ploces, “im poing Lo tackle oy
divan nesl—as soon as schoal is
nut.” The Haficlders have three
bys in schasd, Donie, 15, a slo-
denl ot Travis High, Tommie, 9,
unel oo, 6, boll in Pleasant
il Schonl. Their danighter, Judy
4, “helps™ hier malher ot hamo,

CHAIR FRAME |
First siep in renovaling old chair.

jtress, and it in lurn was cavered| "1 don't believe 1 eould buy o
wilh white domestic which was | chair like Lhis for loss than 523"
acked fo {he frame. The padding |she said. “My lusband and my
on the hack of the chair was sown | father  were  rather  surprised—
anle the webbing to hobl it injthey didn't have any iden it would
!oek as nice as it does."

MATERIAL FOR BACK 15 MEASUREL.
While domeslie covers padding.

Adistln American-Uslicd Tress
JOB FINISHED IN 12 WORKING ITOURS

Complele cost was less than $5.

she made several pieces of wonden
lawn furnilure.

“That was the year [ was yand
demonsieator, This coming  yedr
1I'm going to be tallering demon-
sirator for cur club.”

e,
Mrs. Hallelder then varnished
the frame with lwe coals of war-
nish. Each conl was allowed te
diy aver might. The uphelslery
fabric was then put on, a picce

of dork green percale pub on the |

underside, and the job was done.
Rubherized Dack

I cut a paper pattern for the

seat,” she soid, “but the back

wis so simple lo cover Lhat 1

didn’t need a pattern.” The [abric

Ia in two shodes of preen with a

Mer father, E. A. Carlson, makes
ks home with the Halfelders, and
{he said he weuld buy (he malerials
ij! Mrs. Halfelder did the work,

“I figured wp the costs,” she
tenbd, “aml Il soy it cost less
than 5 The thread and material,
incks, vornish, stain remover and
brish cosl $2.00. The webbing
stredcher, tock remover, necdles
and harmimer cost $3.77, Due § sl
have all the locls, of course. and
‘pact of Uhe materials, So, I'd say
it cost less than $5."

Luckily—with four children fo
clothe—she “loves Lo sew,” she
zays, aml has been sewing since
she was about 10, And “years
ago, 1 was a member of the Elray
A1 Clab."

She credits er mether, the lale
Mrs. Carlson, for stimudating her
inlerest in sewing and cooking. "As
far hock ns I can remember, she
et ws help with the cooking and
sewing, and I've just kept inter-
gsted In it ewer sinee.”

And, Uwanks 1o this “interest"

small pink  rose  centering the IIDCer & Years

diamemnil-shaped  desipn, amd the| Mrs. Haflelder bas been a mem-
back is slightly rubberized Lo help | ber of the DMeasant 10 club for
keep it in place. jabout cighl years, and one year

tand her home demenstration elib
lwork, e laffeldors will soon
\have o house full of “new’ uphol
stered furniture,

Banister, Claire. The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 08 May 1955: C4.

HAFFELDER—COX
M. aud Mrs, ‘Tommie

Cullen Cox of 6 Sunset Trl.

Miss Haffelder is a student
at Travis High School and Mr.
Cox is a graduate of Vernon

High Scheol.

The couple will be married
Dee. 1 at Pleasant Hill Baptist

Church.

Haffelder of 601 North Blaff
Dr., annonnee the engagentent |
of their daugher, Judy Beth,
to Joe Cullen Cox Jr., son of
1.t. Col, (Ret.) and Mrs, Joe

Haffelder-Porter

Miss Nancy Lynn Porter, daughler of Mr. and
Mrs. Brooks Porter Jr. of 2722 Barlon Skyway. be-
came the bride of Lonnie Alfred Hallelder of 104
Academy, son of Mr, and Mrs. Tommic B. Hal-
felder of 601 Norlh Bluff Drive. They were mar-
ried Saturday in Pleasant Hill Baptist Chureh.

‘The bride was graduated from Crocketl High
Schenl and is emplayed In the trust department of
City Natlonal Bank. The bridegroom, a Crackell
High Schaol graduale, Is employed by Capital City
Dellvery Service,

The couple will live in Auslin.

The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 22 Oct 1967: B9.
The Austin American - Statesman (1973-1980), Evening ed.; Austin, Tex.. 30 Oct 1977: E3.
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Tommie Haffelder Obituary

(06/17/2003) Tommie B. Haffelder, age 99 of
Bastrop, formerly of Austin died Friday, June 13,
2003. He was born in Austin on November 30, 1903.
Tommie was a member of Pleasant Hill Baptist
Church and Travis County Sheriff's Posse. He
served in the US Army during World War II in the
European Theater; was a butcher for 30 years at
the Bonugli Grocery; owner of “"The Shanty” BBQ
for 17 years; a wood craftsman and a deer hunter
up until his 98th year. He was preceded in death by
his wife of 55 years, Tizzie Haffelder; three
brothers and six sisters. Tommie is survived by
four sons, each having a sister, Donnie and wife,
Detta of Manchaca, Tommie and wife, Margaret of
Cedar Creek, Ronnie and wife, Jan of Buda, Lonnie
of Cedar Creek; and daughter, Judy of Bastrop;
grandchildren Lisa, David, Tommie, Donnie,
Christie, Harley, Hoyt, Paul, Malcolm, Pamela and
Travis, who will serve as pallbearers; eight great-
grandchildren; brother, Hays Haffelder of Austin;
and a sister, Juanita Fleming and husband, Hilton
of Austin. Services will be held at Harrell Funeral
Home Chapel on Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. with burial
to follow at Live Oak Cemetery. Friends are invited
to a reception at Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
following the graveside. Arrangements by Harrell
Funeral Home, 4435 Frontier Trail, Austin, TX
78745 512-443-1366.

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/statesman/name/tommie-haffelder-obituary?id=28017578

It’s important that Iron Works serves good barbecue. As a barbecue joint in
downtown Austin, one that is just steps away from the convention center, I'd
wager that more Austin visitors get their first taste of Texas barbecue at Iron
Works BBQ than anywhere else. General manager Aaron Morris agrees.
“Something that’s been a focus of my time here is to give the best
representation we can,” he told me while I ate a plate of sliced brisket. After
three visits over the last few months, I can agree. Visitors to the convention
center, or barbecue fans from anywhere else, can get a solid version of Texas

barbecue at Iron Works.

The building began as a literal iron works in 1935, when German

immigrant Fortunat Weigl Sr. built the place. Charlotte Finch bought the
building and opened Iron Works BBQ in 1978. The metal building with tall
ceilings and wood floors made for a perfect barbecue joint interior. To this
day, Iron Works just has “the look” that you expect to go along with smoked
meat. The first pit was acquired when they bought the business next door.
Tommie Haffelder served fried chicken and barbecue at The Shanty from
1953 until he retired in 1973. Their brick pit became Finch’s kitchen. Morris
said that lasted about fifteen years until, eventually, it “crumbled and fell
apart, and you can’t rebuild something like that in the middle of Austin,” he

said. They switched to an Ole Hickory rotisserie, and now have several.

Vaughn, Daniel. “Iron Works BBQ.” Texas Monthly, December 23, 2016. https://www.texasmonthly.com/bbq/iron-works-bbg-
2016/.



