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Sturgill, Hunter

From: Contreras, Kalan
Sent: Tuesday, December 2, 2025 10:32 AM
To: ; Historic Preservation Office
Subject: FW: Historic Landmark hearing for Former Rosedale School
Attachments: Ramsey-Nitschke_Line.pdf

Good morning, Mr. Allen, 
 
Thank you so much for sharing this with me! Though it is too late for this additional research to make it 
into the staff report, I will ask our HLC liaison, Hunter, to upload it as backup so that the Commissioners 
may review on their own.  
  

Kalan Contreras 
Principal Planner 
Historic Preservation Office 
Austin Planning 
512-974-2727 
kalan.contreras@austintexas.gov 

 
 
From: Chris Allen   
Sent: Tuesday, December 2, 2025 8:50 AM 
To: Contreras, Kalan <Kalan.Contreras@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: Re: Historic Landmark hearing for Former Rosedale School 
 

External Email - Exercise Caution 

 

Good morning! I thought you'd appreciate some more background history on the impressive line of 
Ramsey women who shaped Rosedale for generations. Doing all of my research on the deeds for the 
school parcel, I learned a lot.  
 
Winnie Ramsey (one of F.T. Ramsey's 3 developer daughters) and her husband Hilliare created the 
original Rosedale H subdivision in 1938 and sold several lots to the Austin school district that year for the 
construction of the original school building. By 1946, Winnie's daughter Alice and husband Harry Wilder 
later sold additional lots to the school district for the expansion of the school. During my time dealing 
with land use in Rosedale, I've had the distinct pleasure of working with Diane Wilder Davenport Howard, 
daughter of Alice, who developed the Rosedale Village project (where Gusto and Citizen Allday are). 
Diane is 83 today and is being SUED by AISD over the deed restrictions her grandmother wrote and AISD 
agreed to. Funny world!! Diane's daughter Casey Davenport operated a doggy day care for several years 
where Citizen's allday sits and still lives in the neighborhood.  
 
That's a mighty impressive group of women who had quite an influence on our neighborhood. Their 
husbands' names are all over the records, but the Ramsey women are the constant thread in the story of 
Rosedale. 
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A lot of this information came from Karen Collins' "Rosedale Ramble" history walks, which we helped 
produce in the '90s, but this document I found a few weeks ago filled in some of the blanks: 
 
https://www.charlottes-web.com/Ramsey-Nitschke_Line.pdf  (copy attached) 
 
Have a great day! 
 
Chris 
 
 
 
 
On Mon, Dec 1, 2025 at 3:18 PM Contreras, Kalan <Kalan.Contreras@austintexas.gov> wrote: 

Good afternoon, all, 

  

We have queried our legal department on appropriate Commission proceedings in this case. Unless 
otherwise advised by the City law department, City staff does not request postponements on cases 
before the Historic Landmark Commission based on litigation to which the City is not a party.  

  

This item will be offered to the Commission for discussion postponement at the December 3rd meeting. 
At the meeting, the neighborhood may request that it be postponed to the January 7th HLC meeting. It is 
recommended that a neighborhood representative attend either in person or via phone to speak to the 
request. To sign up to speak, please communicate with our HLC liaison, Hunter Sturgill (cc’d here), at 
preservation@AustinTexas.gov. She can help you sign up remotely or in person. Additional meeting 
information is available at https://www.austintexas.gov/content/historic-landmark-commission.  

  

  

  
 

Kalan Contreras 

Principal Planner 

Historic Preservation Office 

Austin Planning 

512-974-2727 

kalan.contreras@austintexas.gov 
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From: Historic Preservation Office <Preservation@austintexas.gov>  
Sent: Monday, December 1, 2025 11:24 AM 
To: McKnight, Kim <Kim.McKnight@austintexas.gov>; Contreras, Kalan <Kalan.Contreras@austintexas.gov>; Marrero, 
Mary <Mary.Marrero@austintexas.gov> 
Cc: Sturgill, Hunter <hunter.sturgill@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: FW: Historic Landmark hearing for Former Rosedale School 

  

Hi, we received this email not too long ago. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

 

Hunter Sturgill (she/her) 

Planner II 

Historic Preservation Office 

Austin Planning 

512-974-3393 

hunter.sturgill@austintexas.gov 

  

  

  

From: Chris Allen   
Sent: Monday, December 1, 2025 10:46 AM 
To: Historic Preservation Office <Preservation@austintexas.gov>; Hadri, Cynthia <Cynthia.Hadri@austintexas.gov>; 
Simon, Kayla <kayla.simon@austintexas.gov>; District10 <District10@austintexas.gov>; Heimsath, Ben - BC <BC-
Ben.Heimsath@austintexas.gov>; Renea Hicks  Carl Reynolds  
Subject: Historic Landmark hearing for Former Rosedale School 

  

External Email - Exercise Caution 

 You don't often get email from Learn why this is important   
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Chairman Heimsath, City Staff and Council Staff:  

  

We just learned over the weekend that there is a Historic Landmark Commission hearing set for 
Wednesday evening 12/3 regarding demolition of the former Rosedale Elementary School at 2117 W. 
49th Street in the Rosedale neighborhood. 

  

On behalf of Play Fair With Rosedale and the Rosedale Neighborhood Association, I am requesting that 
staff postpone this case until pending legal action (Austin Independent School District v. Sunflower 
Sinclair et al, copy attached) is resolved. As you may be aware and as indicated by the staff history 
backup for this case, there are deed restrictions in place that prohibit uses other than "public school" or 
"a residence" on each of the 27 platted lots on this 4.6 acre parcel. AISD has sued roughly 125 neighbors 
in the Rosedale H subdivision, hoping to have a judge declare that the phrase "a residence" includes the 
435 unit, 6 story apartment block that OHT Partners plans to build on the site. 

  

Any discussion of demolition of this AISD asset should be deferred until the legal action has been 
settled in court. If AISD's lawsuit is unsuccessful, the District may wish to reconsider demolition of 
some of the structures on the site and we would have wasted staff/commission/neighbors time and 
energy on hearings and process. 
 
I should also note that I was not notified directly of this hearing, though I have registered as an 
Interested Party for the zoning case for this project. It seems odd that this case appears to be 
completely separate from the Zoning case in the AB+C database. Several of us have been scouring the 
documents online, but never saw this coming. 

  

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please feel free to contact me by email or phone if you 
have questions or need additional information. I would appreciate an answer ASAP, as we would need 
to scramble to alert neighbors if you decide to go forward with this hearing on Wednesday evening. 

  

  

Chris Allen 

Play Fair With Rosedale- Steering Committee 

Rosedale NA- Steering Committee 

Architect 
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512-964-4592 mobile 

 

  

  

  

  

  

CAUTION: This is an EXTERNAL email. Please use caution when clicking links or opening 
attachments. If you believe this to be a malicious or phishing email, please report it using the "Report 

Message" button in Outlook.  
For any additional questions or concerns, contact CSIRT at "cybersecurity@austintexas.gov".  
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