


brick construction while others were frame, and their construction spanned nearly 40 years from the ca. 1854 Raymond
House to the ca.1891 Joseph Nalle House. Although all were large, 2- to 2 ' story houses, some display Italianate
detailing while others exhibit Queen Anne or Greek Revival stylistic features. Their setback from W. Sixth Street
varied according to the site’s elevation so there was no rhythm to the streetscape along W. Sixth Street.

In the Silliman Subdivision, on the other hand, W. Tenth and W. Eleventh streets were almost fully built out within a
very short period of time — from about 1894 to 1898 — and the houses shared similar designs, materials, size, height
and scale. Lot sizes and setbacks were consistent, and the resulting streetscapes convey an orderly, planned
appearance.”

By combining a unified design that would later be commonplace in subdivision tract housing, but retaining the elements of
craft such as the limestone facades and decorative millwork, the work of Nick Dawson signified a pivot point of the type of
development in Austin as it branched outside of its previous boundaries into land that had, to that point, not been touched
by city services. The Simmons-Glazer House is one of the most intact examples of that construction, maintaining a strong
historic association.

Beyond the construction of the property, the first owners of the newly built residence were deeply involved in the
development of the city’s then western suburbs, now referred to as Old West Austin. David and Virgilia Simmons owned
the property from 1903-1913, but had connections to the area for some time before and after. At the time they bought the
residence, David Simmons was the assistant Attorney General of Texas, and he would later enter private practice. In 1908,
he joined other west Austin residents to form the West Austin Improvement Club, which acted to modernize and beautify
the area that had been until then underdeveloped. This advocacy included the improvement of streets, the creation of
sidewalks, establishing a mail service, and extending streetcar lines further to the west. The historic zoning application goes
on to say,

As a founding member and chair of the Membership Committee, Judge Simmons emphasized the importance of citizen
participation and financial support, setting club dues at fifty cents per month. He was a persuasive advocate for urban
reform, often calling upon Austinites to take collective responsibility for their city’s condition. Even before the formal
establishment of the West Austin Improvement Club, Simmons was publicly urging residents to clean and maintain
the city’s streets, warning of the dangers of stagnant water and poor sanitation during the Yellow Fever outbreaks that
had devastated other Texas cities such as New Orleans and San Antonio.

Simmons’ leadership reflected the spirit of Progressive Era reform, combining civic pride, public health advocacy,
and a vision for infrastructural improvement. Under his influence, the West Austin Improvement Club became a focal
point for community action and urban advocacy, engaging local residents in efforts to enhance livability and civic
responsibility. Although the club experienced periods of dormancy, it was later revived by area residents who
continued to pursue the goals first articulated by Judge Simmons and his peers.

The mark left by David and Virgilia Simmons on the neighborhood now known as Old West Austin was significant
and crucial to the development and expansion of the city towards the west.

§ 25-2-352(3)(c)(iv) Community Value. The property has a unique location, physical characteristic, or significant feature
that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, a neighborhood, or a particular group.

After initially being owned and occupied by Assistant Attorney General of Texas David E. Simmons, the property was
purchased in 1913 by Samuel A. Glaser and his wife Emma, where they raised two children. Samuel Glaser was a self-
taught barber who was associated with or partially owned numerous barber shops throughout town. However, he was also
a passionate musician and, in 1907, organized with seven other Austin musicians the Austin Musicians Union No. 433,
which became an important step towards the professionalization of the Austin music scene. In historian Lori Martin’s words:

“The Musicians’ Union Local No. 433 was organized on June 8, 1907, when “eight musicians of Austin, including
Samuel Glaser, met and formulated a plan for the betterment and standardization of music conditions.” Local 433 was
founded at a time when Austin was emerging as a cultural hub in Central Texas. The union was created to organize
professional musicians, giving them collective bargaining power for fair pay and better working conditions. Prior to
the union’s formation, musicians often worked for irregular wages and had little protection against exploitative
employers.

According to multiple newspaper articles, Glaser was a founding member and served as the secretary of Local 433
over the course of several years, including 1913-1921. In the early 20th century, the secretary was one of the most
important officers in the local AFM union. As secretary, Glaser handled membership records, correspondence and



financial reporting to the national American Federation of Musicians headquarters. He kept the minutes of meetings,
maintained the union’s roster of musicians and distributed the official scale of prices, the wage guidelines for
performances.

1915 was a critical time as Austin’s live music economy would have been expanding with theaters like the Majestic
(1915), now the Paramount and the Lyric (1916), vaudeville and silent film orchestras as well as concerts in the park
that were promoted and subsidized by the city.

The influence of the Local 433 on professionalizing and protecting musicians in Austin cannot be overstated. The
union did more than oversee contracts; it directly shaped who got to play, where they could perform and how Austin
built its identity as a true music city. The following timeline amplifies the union’s impact since its formation.”

The founding and development of the professional musician community, aided in great part by the Glaser family, laid the
groundwork for Austin to grow to a city known for its live music. Through the union’s work, professional pay and standards
became more common throughout the city from its largest theatres to its smaller venues.

PARCEL NO.: 0109010618

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: LOT 16 & W 25 FT OF LOT 17 BLK 6 OLT 5 DIV Z SILLIMAN SUBD

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX EXEMPTION (homestead, capped):

AISD COA TC TC Health Total
$3,500.00 $2,500.00 $2,500.00 $1,599.45 $10,099.45

APPRAISED VALUE: $2,282,043 (Land: $910,589; Improvement: $1,396,454)
PRESENT USE: Residence
DATE BUILT/PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1903; 1903-1936

INTEGRITY/ALTERATIONS: Strong integrity. A 1970s rear addition is still present, but the original rear wall was
retained and present at interior of house. A garage and apartment structure was constructed around this time as well, but
there is no physical connection between the main house and this structure. Otherwise, maintenance work has been
completed, with in-kind replacement of materials.

PRESENT OWNERS: Taylor Green
ORIGINAL OWNER(S): David E. Simmons

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: Contributing resource, Castle Hill local historic district; contributing resource,
West Line National Register district
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Exterior photos, 2025, courtesy of Lori Martin
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North Elevation

Simmons-Glaser House
1112 W. 10th Street




Front Porch
Simmons-Glaser House

Primary and secondary

1112 W. 10t Street

doors are original



East elevation
l West Elevation

Garage and apartment
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Original back wall of house
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| AUSTIN SHOULD CLEAN

UP SAYS JUDGE SIMMONS

——

HE URGES THAT STRICT SANI-
TARY MEASURES SHOULD BE
PUT IN OPERATION TO KEEP
YELLOW FEVER OUT OF CITY.

——

“This city should get doewn to busi-
nesy, and that quick, and take some

measures to prevent the spread of yel-
low fever to this city,” Judge D. E.
Simmons remarked yesterday., He
went on to say that In view of the fact
that yellow fever was raging in the
south and especially in New Orleans,
Austin and every other eity in the
state should institute a ecleaning up
fever, and organize a civie elub of the
enterprising citlzens of town, and
this club should suggest and urge
1 to prevent yellow fever here.

A o wevm e e ™

Austin American-Statesman
July 28, 1905, page 3
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WEST SIXTH STREET CAR LINE
10 BE EXTENDED T0 THE DAM
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'DEATH COMES T0
FORMER FEDERAL

Judge D. E. Simmons Suc
cumbs to Deuble Preumo-
na at His Home Here Ear-
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AUSTIN BAND AND
ORCHESTRA

(Umion)
O F, GUENTHER S A GLABMER
Director and Mgr. Assistant Mgre.
©Old phone 1478, 014 phone 827
1100 Lavaca St. 111 W, 6th!

-——W—-——
ttention, Musicians!
Members of Austin Musicians’ ""nion

o Austin American Local 433, American Federation of
Mar 18, 1911, page 8 lu‘duu‘.’ You % tl.l'! hereby com-
manded meet Glaser's barber
shop, 621 Congress Avenue, Sunday,
Jan. 81, 1915, at 2 p. m. sharp in uni-
form, m our brass or reed instru-

to | the fumeral of
mtuu ¥. Bebrosder. By

The Austin American
Jan 31, 1915, page 12




MUSZCIANS NAME DELEGATES,

*

The following delegates from the

Musicians Union will attend the

Trades Council meeting Friday eve-

ning: 8. A. Glaser, Henry Schraeder,

f.ormsn Muehlenhaubt and J. M. Bar-
03‘ ) ! . . .

At the last regular meeting of the
local all the old officers were re-elect-
ed by acclamation. They are: Wm.
Besserer, president; 8. A. Glaser, sec-
retary; Julius Sesaholm, vice president,
and Dr. H E. Baxter, treasurer,
Ewalt Besserer, sergeant-at-arms.

ATTENDED CLIFFORD FUNERAL.

Otto Kempe, member of the local
Barbers Union returned yesterday

morning from Livingston where he at-
[ tandod the funaval of Walter (Miffard |

MUSGIANS WONT LET UNON HEN

The Austin American
Jun 29, 1914, page 8

o

PLAY WITH NON-UNONITS AT OK]

application to the bon&'hf di-| The street car company I8 Sk

mAi:n %‘; the local Musicians’ Unlon, |be paying for the conce o
recefved from Master Mechanic Rich-| The following letter from the.
mond at the dam asking that five|tary of the union was sent g
members of the local union be granted |mond Saturday night:
permission to play in his orchestra at| +Degr 8ir: Your question of 4
the Sunday concerts to be given at|gay to me In regard to Local No. &
the dam, has been denled, A F. é‘o‘ln M., fumuhln: v::rwi ]

The board of directors took the ap- [musiclans to augment your OFci
plication of Mr. Richmond In the na- | for Sunday concerts at the &
ture of a threat, as it was su lud.rrtor,o the board of directo
that musiclans from outside the ity | “The board instructs me to sa
would be brought here in the event|your proposition ls declined
the local refused to permit the men |everyone of yougthat is a non-m
to play, will put up

‘lEhe remainder of the players are|of $10.75, together with
non-union men, and the board of di-[cation and become a mem t
rectors agreed to let their men play |organization as our laws ik
only upon condition that the other “Yours very pectfully,
players joined the union, : "8, A. GLASER, Sec

The Austin American
Aug 31, 1914, page
10

AUSTIN MUSICIANS' UNION
ELECTS OFFICERS FOR YEAR

Officers were elected Sunday by
the American Federation of Mu-
sicians Local No. 433 as follows
for the ensuing vear:

Sam Abramson, president.

A. M. Seiders, vice president.

8. A. Glaser, secretary-treasurer.

Charles Muacehi, gergeant-at-
arms,

IExezutive board members elected
were

A. Frankel.

W. Tilley.

J. R. Cabaniss.

Williiam Rudolph,

T 1. Hellenguard.

AUSTIN Y. M. B. L.
HAS PROGRAM TONIGHT

The Austin American
Jul 12,1921, page 3




The Austin American-Statesman
Mar 4, 1921, page 6




Austin Musicians’
Union Organized.
Here 19_Y_ears Ago

New Building Planned Here
To For Growth
f Agﬁaﬂm

12 » ttls toom on the second
flour of the old Roseogren  unler-
taking estadilshment on Congress
avenpe, olght municiase of Austin
met Juss A, 1907, and feomuiated a
ydan for the Dedterment and stan-
dasdisation »f musie conditions
Tl {ttle enewting resultod in the
drawing up of a charter and  the
witimate founding of the Austin
Musicians' Local No 3], American
Faderntion of Masicians. Chartet
members &f the orgnn'zation In-
clyde Sam Giaper, . Besasrer,
Juliuey Beaholsm, Williwa Limberg,
M, or, Mat MeNamaras Sr,
A, Helek and M, Faaw, twa
of whith are still active memnbers

Plan Own Bullding.

As cenditions changed the Jocal
was compelind to meove Lhe meeting
hace and severs] peats pasesd bee
fute 1he Austin Labar Tempis mads
It pesaible for the chapter %o Bave
2 permanent hall i shich te gather,
AL the presesl e, howaver, this
plass s no Junger adaptaMe to the
rapid growth of the Mestelans' lo-

, Bence the formgistion of plane,
of which e Vst Anousl Ball ia

The Austin American
May 9, 1926, page 29
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GLANIE—Sam A&. Glaser, 2 dled
sl Bin hoome, 1838 Canleibury sireet
‘Friday marnlag He had been &

redde=® af Ausin B8 yesern 57 vears

Austin American-Statesman
Mar 16, 1945, pg. 17





