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Commission on Immigrant Affairs                  

Regular Meeting 

Minutes                     

Monday, November 3, 2025 

 

The Commission on Immigrant Affairs convened in a regular meeting on Monday, November 

3, 2025, at Austin City Hall, Boards and Commissions Room 1101, 301 W Second Street, Austin 

TX.  

 

Chair Dorantes called the Commission on Immigrant Affairs Regular Meeting to order at 6:35 

p.m. 

 

Commissioners in Attendance: 

Miriam Dorantes, Chair 

Adrian De La Rosa 

Azeem Edwin 

Caroline Solis 

 

Commissioners in Attendance Remotely: 

Alondra Johnson, Vice Chair 

Jeanne “Canan” Kaba 

Diane Kanawati  

Meghna Roy 

 

Commissioners Absent: 

Aditi Joshi 

Kate Lincoln-Goldfinch 

Melissa Ortega 

Yohana Saucedo 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATION: GENERAL 

None.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

1. Approve the minutes of the Commission on Immigration Affairs regular meeting on October 

6, 2025. 

The minutes from the meeting of October 6, 2025, were approved on Vice Chair 

Johnson’s motion, Commissioner Kanawati’s second on an 8-0 vote. Commissioners 

Joshi, Lincoln-Goldfinch, Ortega, and Saucedo were absent.   
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WORKING GROUP UPDATES 

2. Update from the Quality-of-Life Study Working Group regarding the current progress of the 

study and current parameters.  

Update provided by Chair Dorantes.  

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS  

 

3. Discussion regarding the Quality-of-Life Study parameters and feedback on the study 

priorities.    

Discussed.  

 

4. Discussion regarding rent relief initiatives for people impacted by displacement and 

deportation.  

Discussed.  

 

5. Discussion regarding presentations at the October Joint Inclusion Committee meeting from 

Austin Homeless Strategies and Operations and Austin Arts, Culture, Music, and 

Entertainment.  

Discussed.   

 

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS 

 

6. Approve an update to the membership of the Quality-of-Life Study Working Group. 

(Current members: Vice Chair Alondra Johnson, Commissioners: Melissa Ortega, Aditi 

Joshi, Jeanna C Kaba; Diane Kanawati, Meghna Roy, Community Stakeholders: Karen 

Crawford, Krystal Gomez, Oscar Ponce, Kirk Yoshida).  

The motion to remove Commissioner Roy and add Commissioner Edwin to the Quality-

of-Life Study Working Group was approved on Commissioner Kanawati’s motion, Vice 

Chair Johnson’s second on an 8-0 vote. Commissioners Joshi, Lincoln-Goldfinch, 

Ortega, and Saucedo were absent.   

 

7. Approve an update to the membership of the Budget Working Group. (Current members: 

Chair Miriam Dorantes, Vice Chair Alondra Johnson, Commissioners Diane Kanawati, and 

Melissa Ortega.)  

The motion to add Commissioners Edwin and Solis to the Budget Working Group was 

approved on Commissioner Roy’s motion, Commissioner Kaba’s second on an 8-0 vote. 

Commissioners Joshi, Lincoln-Goldfinch, Ortega, and Saucedo were absent.   

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

Impact of SNAP Benefits ending 

 

Presentation from Immigrant Affairs Office  

 

Presentation from Refugee Roundtable about World Refugee Day  

 

Update about the enhanced library card initiative.  
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The meeting was adjourned without objection at 7:29PM.  

 

The minutes of the November 3, 2025, meeting of the Commission on Immigrant Affairs were 

approved during the December 1, 2025, regular meeting on Commissioner Joshi’s motion, 

Commissioner Kanawati’s second on an 8-0 vote. Commissioner Edwin was off the dais. 

Chair Dorantes and Commissioners Lincoln-Goldfinch and Roy were absent.  

 

 


