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To: 

Through: 

From: 

Date: 

Subject: 

MEMORANDUM 

Mayor and City Council 

Susana Carbajal, Assistant City Manager  

Jorge L. Morales, P.E., CFM, Austin Watershed Protection Director 

January 16, 2026 

Staff Response Related to Bird Friendly Design (Resolution No. 
20241121-073) 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide a response to Resolution No. 20241121-073 related to 
bird-friendly design. 

Staff developed a comprehensive report on bird-friendly building design implementation informed 
by stakeholder engagement with local developers, environmental organizations, and members of 
the public using virtual sessions, public tours, and professional roundtable discussions in 
collaboration with the American Institute of Architects. 

The staff report provides an overview of the impact that building collisions and light pollution have 
on bird populations and how Austin can address the problem through an examination of available 
building solutions, cost feasibility, and regulatory frameworks from peer cities including New York, 
Madison, Portland, Toronto, Berkeley, and Arlington County, Va. The research also explores how 
Austin's built environment and land development regulations present many opportunities for bird- 
friendly design implementation, including already existing regulatory mechanisms and programs 
like the Austin Energy Green Building program and Planned Unit Development (PUD) Zoning. These 
findings, while clearly illustrating the broad concern about bird collisions and light pollution, lack 
the context of robust local data, an issue that was raised several times during the boards and 
commissions stakeholder engagement process. Staff also acknowledge the significant community 
concern for affordability. Given these findings, staff suggest the following steps be taken in 
advance of providing final recommendations on specific code amendments and guidelines: 

1. Bird collision data collection over the 2026 spring and fall migration seasons
Build off national research data and findings to further explore the impact that Austin’s built
environment has on the rate of bird collisions. Staff will engage with local organizations
including Travis Audubon and area universities/colleges to encourage and advise on local
bird collision data collection during two migration seasons (spring and fall). The data will
provide information to tailor any future regulation recommendations to Austin’s unique
landscape.
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2. Coordinated updates to Austin Energy Green Building program policies
Staff recommend ongoing interdepartmental coordination with Austin Energy to implement
progressive enhancements to existing green building frameworks including future updates
to the City of Austin’s Green Building Policy and Austin Energy Green Building
requirements. This coordination would include a more in-depth design feasibility study that
includes project cost analysis and evaluation of potential high-risk areas.

3. A residential educational campaign
Co-led by Austin Animal Services and Austin Watershed Protection, staff recommend
implementing a targeted educational outreach program for single family residential
buildings, leveraging existing City resources and promoting cost-neutral solutions such as
bug screens and exterior window shades.

These steps will facilitate more informed discussions about potential recommendations for future 
code amendments related to bird-friendly building requirements using local data and more in- 
depth cost analyses.  

Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact Leslie Lilly, Environmental 
Conservation Program Manager, Watershed Protection Department at leslie.lilly@austintexas.gov 
or 512-535-8914 

Attachment: Bird-Friendly Design Report: Response to Council Resolution 20241121-073 

cc: T.C. Broadnax, City Manager 
Erika Brady, City Clerk 
Jason Hadavi, City Auditor 
Mary Jane Grubb, Municipal Court Clerk 
Judge Sherry Statman, Municipal Court  
CMO Executive Team 
Department Directors 
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