
 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL 

 

Design Commission 

 

Recommendation 20260202-005: W. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and Nueces Street 

 

Date of Approval: February 2, 2026 

 

Recommendation: 

The Design Commission voted that the project located at W. MLK Blvd and Nueces, as 

presented on February 02, 2026, complies with the Urban Design Guidelines.  

 

Rationale: 

The project, as presented, demonstrates a thoughtful design approach that supports many of the 

more challenging goals and visions outlined in the current Urban Design Guidelines. 

Commissioners specifically noted and appreciated the following elements: 

• Preservation of the existing alley and its activation through enhanced lighting and a 

coordinated paving system 

• Placement of electrical vaults and trash enclosures within the alley rather than along the 

street frontage 

• Creation of a pocket park offering multiple opportunities for seating and informal pedestrian 

movement 

• Increased building setback from the street to promote a more active and comfortable 

sidewalk environment 

• Minimization of curb cuts, with only one garage entrance from the street and a secondary 

entrance accessed from the existing alley 

 

Motioned By: Chair Salinas  Seconded By: Commissioner Carroll 

 

Vote:   7-0 

 

For:  Chair Salinas, Commissioner Aradhyula, Commissioner Carroll, Commissioner 

Gelles, Commissioner McKinney, Commissioner Murkes, Commissioner Wittstruck 

 

Against:  

 

Abstain:  

 

Off the dais: 

 

Absent:    Vice Chair Meiners, Commissioner Howard, Commissioner Khan, Commissioner 

Ladner 

 

Attest:  __________________________________ 

  


