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COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
 

Joint Inclusion Committee 

Recommendation Number: 20260226-008: PARD Accessibility and Cultural Inclusion Across 
Demographics - Budget Neutral 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Austin Older Adult Quality of Life Study states that it gathered a "statistically 
generalizable representation of historically marginalized voices, identified for purposeful sampling.”1 
including Asian American and Asian immigrant older adults; Black or African American older adults; 
LGBTQIA+ older adults; older adults with disabilities; and older adults living at or below 60% of Austin’s 
Median Family Income; and 

 
WHEREAS, the study further found that "LGBTQIA+ populations report the highest isolation scores 
across all demographic categories.”2 demonstrating disparities affecting access to recreation and 
participation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the study reports that “lower-income groups earning $10,000–$49,999 show consistently 
elevated isolation,”3 highlighting the importance of accessible and culturally relevant 
programming; and 

WHEREAS, focus group findings reported that older adults experience "access barriers (e.g. language, 
disability, technology) that prevent relationship-building and community participation,”4 demonstrating 
the importance of accessibility and inclusion; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan establishes the City’s vision of Austin as "a beacon of 
sustainability, social equity and economic opportunity.”5 providing policy support for equitable access; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council adopted the Parks and Recreation Department Long Range Plan as an 
amendment to Imagine Austin, establishing the official blueprint guiding parks and recreation planning6; 
and 

 
1 Austin Older Adult Quality of Life Study, November 2025, p.5 
2 Austin Older Adult Quality of Life Study, November 2025, p.123 
3 Ibid. 
4 Austin Older Adult Quality of Life Study, November 2025, p.43 
5 Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan, June 15, 2012, p. 198 
6 Our Parks, Our Future Long Range Plan | AustinTexas.gov 
7 Age-Friendly Austin Action Plan Amendment, September 2025 
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WHEREAS, Age-Friendly Austin planning materials identify social participation and accessible public 
spaces as essential components supporting healthy aging and equitable inclusion7. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE JOINT INCLUSION COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS: 
1. Budget-Neutral Accessibility Improvements. The Parks and Recreation Department 

incorporate accessibility improvements into existing programs through operational 
adjustments that reduce barriers affecting lower-income older adults, LGBTQIA+ older 
adults, older adults with disabilities, and culturally diverse populations without requiring 
additional appropriations. 

 
2. Budget-Neutral Cultural Inclusion Improvements. PARD strengthen cultural inclusion 

through partnerships, inclusive practices, and outreach within existing operational 
structures. 

3. Alignment With Adopted City Plans. These actions shall align with Imagine Austin, the PARD 
Long Range Plan, and the Age-Friendly Austin framework. 

4. Budget-Neutral Implementation. Implementation shall occur within existing operational 
resources and shall not require additional appropriations. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The Joint Inclusion Committee recommends Austin 
City Council direct the Parks and Recreation Department to provide an annual budget-neutral report to 
City Council summarizing actions taken to improve accessibility and cultural inclusion, including 
measurable participation trends and partnership efforts. 

 


