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ART IN PUBLIC PLACES PROGRAM BYLAWS 
(Originally adopted September 1987; last amended 2014) 

GUIDELINES 
I. PURPOSE

Introduction: These bylaws are intended to facilitate the operation and implementation of
the City of Austin Ordinance No. 861009-A and amended by Ordinance #970904-B on 
October 31, 2002 known as the Art in Public Places Ordinance. These bylaws cannot
supersede the ordinance. It is stated that the intent of the Art in Public Places Ordinance 
is to direct the inclusion of works of art in City Construction projects in order to expand 
the citizen’s of Austin experience with visual art and enable them to better understand
their communities and their individual lives. By encouraging artists capable of creating
works of art in public places, the Art in Public Places Program shall strive to stimulate
the vitality and economy of the City and enhance Austin’s standing as a regional leader in
the arts. Thus, it is the goal of the Art in Public Places Program to expend the percent
funds on works of art and art projects of redeeming quality which advance public
understanding of visual art and enhance the aesthetic quality of public places. This goal
shall be realized through:

1. The commission of artists and works of art of the highest quality, which represent
an expression of our time, contribute to a sense of the City’s identity, and entail
some measure of public significance;

2. The nurturing of the artistic vitality of the City of Austin through the
encouragement of local artistic endeavors;

3. The encouragement of public dialogue which increases public understanding and 
enjoyment of visual art, through appropriate public education forums and 
programs;

4. The encouragement of public interaction with public places, areas which provide
the public ownership and accessibility, via the placement of works of art;

5. The commission of a broad range of works of art, reflective of the overall 
diversity of current works in the field of visual art;

6. The commission of works of art varying in style, scale, medium, form and intent
representative of the local, regional, national, and international arts communities;

7. The encouragement of artists to reach creative solutions to the aesthetic problems
they have been employed to solve;

8. The broad distribution of commissions among artists;
9. The broad geographic distribution of works of art in the City of Austin;
10. The encouragement of true collaborative efforts between artists and architects,

engineers, and landscape architects.

1. Commissioning artists and works of art, which represent an expression of our time,
our community, and contribute to a sense of the city’s culture and identity;
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2. Embracing cultural equity to ensure as many people as possible have access to 
viewing, experiencing, and creating public artwork; expressly including artists of 
color and members of historically underrepresented communities; 

3.   Nurturing the vitality of the City of Austin by expanding opportunities for as many 
people as possible to have meaningful engagements with public art and access to 
viewing, experiencing, and creating public art; 

4. Integrate public art into a project by encouraging collaboration between artists and 
design professionals, including but not limited to architects, engineers, and 
landscape architects; and by encouraging collaboration between artists and other 
visual arts professionals, including but not limited to curators, performers, set 
designers, cinematographers, etc.; 

5. Encourage public understanding and enjoyment of visual art through community 
engagement, programing and/or events; 

6. Encouraging more interaction with public places via the placement of accessible 
works of art; 

7. Commissioning a broad range of works of art, contributing to the current dialogue 
in the field of visual art; 

8.   Broadly distributing commissions among local, state and national artists, with an 
emphasis on local artists; and encouraging new and emerging local artists through 
Art in Public Places developed programs, art opportunities and public art training; 
and 

9. Broadly distributing works of art geographically in the City of Austin. 
 

The PanelCommittee: A standing committee appointed by the Arts Commission on 
matters relating to the implementation of the Art in Public Places Ordinance. 
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The Compositions and Function of the Art in Public Places PanelCommittee. 
A. The Art in Public Places PanelCommittee, appointed by the Arts Commission, 

shall have seven (7) members and serve as a standing committee of the Arts 
Commission. The Art in Public Places Panel shall be comprised of one 
representative from the Arts Commission and others as the Commission might 
appoint upon the recommendations of the Art in Public Places PanelCommittee 
members. At a minimum the Panel’sCommittee’s membership shall include five 
(5) visual art professionals, two of whom shall be representatives from the 
environmental design fields (architecture, landscape architecture, urban 
planning/design). Selection of the panelistsmembers shall reflect the ethnic, 
artistic, economic, and demographic diversity of the community. All 
panelistsmembers shall possess knowledge of contemporary visual art. 
PanelistsMembers shall serve two-year terms for no more than three 
consecutive terms. The Director of Economic DevelopmentAustin Art, 
Culture, Music & Entertainment Department or his/her designee shall serve 
ex-officio without vote. The PanelCommittee shall elect its own Officers with 
established bylaws. Staggered terms shall be provided for by the drawing of 
lots such that three members of the first PanelCommittee shall serve for only 
one year. 

B. The primary functions/responsibilities of the AIPP PanelArt in Public Places 
Committee are to: 

1. Assist the Art Commission in the promulgation of guidelines to 
implement the provisions of the Art in Public Places Ordinance, 
including methods of selecting artists and commissioning works of art; 

2. Make recommendations regarding appropriations for works of art and 
art projects, through the Arts Commission, to the City Manager or City 
Council; 

3. Develop projects in consultation with the AIPP AdministratorArt in 
Public Places Program Manager, project manager and city staff; 

4. DetermineAdvise artist selection process, appoint juryrecommend 
artist selection panelists, issue directives to that jury and review artist 
selection panel’s jury’s selection recommendation for all AIPPArt in 
Public Places projects; 

5. Review artwork designs throughout course of a project’s development 
and ask questions related to project design, fabrication, and 
implementation; 

6. Review, on a biennialan annual basis, the artwork projects as a 
reflection of the intent of the AIPPArt in Public Places Ordinance 
and Program; and 

7. Review proposed donations of artworks to the City of Austin’s Art in 
Public Places Collection. 

 
BY-LAWS OF THE ART IN PUBLIC PLACES PANEL 

 
Article I 

Name and Establishment 
Section 1. The name of this body shall be the Art in Public Places PanelCommittee 
(hereinafter referred to as the PanelCommittee). 
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Section 2. The City Council of the City of Austin established the Art in Public Places 
Program and PanelCommittee by Ordinance 840926-0, September 26, 1985 and 
amended in Ordinance 861009-A, October 9, 1986 and amended by Ordinance #970904-
B on October 31, 2002. Every provision in these bylaws is intended to be consistent with 
City Council ordinance and resolutions. In all cases, the City Charter of the City of 
Austin, as well as City Council ordinances and resolutions, shall have precedence over 
these bylaws. 

 
Article II 

Object 
In accordance with City ordinance, the object of this PanelCommittee shall be to serve as 
an advisory body to the Art in Public Places Program, the Arts Commission, and through 
the Arts Commission to the City Council in all matters relating to the Art in Public 
Places Ordinance. 

Article III 
Membership 

Section 1. The PanelCommittee shall be composed of seven (7) members appointed by the 
Arts Commission for terms prescribed in the Guidelines which are appended to and part of 
Ordinance #970904-B. 

 
Section 2. Vacancies on the PanelCommittee shall be filled by the Arts Commission 
appointment. Appointments are made as needed through an application process and 
interview by the AIPPArt in Public Places Nominating Committee consisting of three 
members: AIPPArt in Public Places Nominating Committee Chair, Arts Commission 
Liaison to the AIPP PanelArt in Public Places Committee, AIPPArt in Public Places 
Committee Chair, and the AIPPArt in Public Places Staff Liaison (AIPP AdministratorArt 
in Public Places Program Manager) serves as ex-officio member 

Section 3. Any member wishing to resign from the PanelCommittee shall submit his or 
her resignation in writing to the Chair of the PanelCommittee or the Art in Public Places 
AdministratorProgram Manager. Appointees to such vacancies shall start service on a full 
two-year term at the AIPP PanelArt in Public Places Committee meeting immediately 
following Arts Commission approval of the appointment. 

Section 4. Any member who, except in the case of illness or death of a member’s 
immediate family, misses three consecutive business meetings or one-third (1/3) of all 
regular business meetings each year shall be removed from the PanelCommittee. 

Article IV 
Officers 

Section 1. The officers of the PanelCommittee shall be a Chair, and a Vice-Chair. These 
officers shall perform the duties prescribed by these bylaws and by the parliamentary 
authority adopted by the PanelCommittee. 

Section 2. Officers shall be elected at the May business meeting of each year and shall 
take office at that time. 

Section 3. No member shall hold more than one office at a time, and no member shall be 



DRAFT

Page 5 of 6  

eligible to serve more than two (2) annual terms. The PanelCommittee member serving as 
the Arts Commission liaison shall not be eligible for office. 

Section 4. The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the PanelCommittee; in consultation 
with the AIPP Administratorin Public Places Program Manager, the Chair shall determine 
the agenda and shall have authority to call special meetings and to appoint 
committeesworking groups; shall represent the PanelCommittee at ceremonial functions; 
shall act as liaison between the PanelCommittee and the Economic DevelopmentAustin 
Arts, Culture, Music & Entertainment Department staff and between the PanelCommittee 
and the Arts Commission and shall be an ex- officio member of all appointed sub-
committeesworking groups. 

 
Section 5. In the absence of the Chair, the Vice-Chair shall preside at meetings of the 
PanelCommittee and shall represent the PanelCommittee at ceremonial functions. The 
Vice-Chair is expected to serve as the incoming Chair of the PanelCommittee. 

Article V 
Meetings 

Section 1. The regular business meetings of the PanelCommittee shall be held on the 
first Monday of each month unless otherwise ordered by the PanelCommittee Chair. 

Section 2. The PanelCommittee may hold additional regular meetings for the purpose of 
information at a place and time selected by the PanelCommittee members. 

Section 3. Special meetings may be called by the Chair or upon written request of four 
(4) members of the PanelCommittee. The purpose of any special meeting shall be stated in 
the call, and no business except that stated shall be transacted. Except in cases of 
emergency, at least three (3) days notice shall be given. 

Section 4. A majority of the current voting membership of the PanelCommittee shall 
constitute a quorum. 

 
Article VI 

Executive Committee 
Section 1. The officers of the PanelCommittee shall constitute the Executive Committee. 

Section 2. The Executive Committee shall have general supervision of the affairs of the 
PanelCommittee between its business meetings, make recommendations to the 
PanelCommittee, and shall perform such other duties as are specified in these bylaws. 
The Executive Committee shall be subject to the orders of the PanelCommittee, and none 
of its acts shall conflict with action taken by the PanelCommittee. 

Article VII 
CommitteesWorking Groups  

Section 1. The Chair shall appoint standing or special committeesworking groups of 
PanelCommittee members as necessary to carry on the work of the PanelCommittee. 

Section 2. The Chair may appoint standing or special committeesworking groups of non-
members of the PanelCommittee or of both members and non-members, to advise the 
PanelCommittee in regard to its work. The Chairs of committeesworking groups who are 
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not members of the PanelCommittee may attend PanelCommittee meetings on request or 
by invitation, but shall not have a vote and, except by invitation, shall not take part in 
discussion. 

Article VIII 
Parliamentary Authority 

The rules contained in the current edition of Roberts Rules of Order, Newly Revised shall 
govern the PanelCommittee in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are 
not inconsistent with these bylaws, City Ordinance and special rules of order the 
PanelCommittee may adopt. 

 
Article IX 

Conflict of Interest 
All PanelCommittee members shall comply with the City’s of Austin’s Ethics and 
Financial Disclosure Ordinance and endeavor to avoid the appearance of impropriety in all 
matters. 

 
Article X 

Confidentiality 
All business of the PanelCommittee concerning awards, competitions, negotiation of 
contracts and like matters shall remain confidential until the PanelCommittee affirms its 
final decisions and recommendations through a vote. 

 
Article XI 

Severability of Provisions 
If any provision of these bylaws is found to be invalid or illegal in a Court of Law or is 
rendered inoperative by direct action of the City Council, all of the remaining provisions 
shall continue to be in effect. 

Article XII 
Amendment of By-laws 

These bylaws can be amended at any regular business meeting of the PanelCommittee by 
a two- thirds (2/3) vote, providing that the amendment has been submitted in writing at 
the previous regular business meeting. 




