
Dear Mayor Watson, Council Members, and Planning Commissioners:       03.10.2026 

I am writing regarding Case No. SP-2026-0048C.CP, the proposed redevelopment of the former 
Jack Brown Cleaners site and surrounding properties on Martin Luther King Blvd. While the 
project presents an ambitious vision for this gateway to Austin’s museum district and the 
University of Texas, two issues warrant careful consideration: the environmental condition of 
the site and the excessive height and scale being requested. 

Environmental Concern 

The neighborhood’s concern about the former dry-cleaner site has never been reactive. Since 
November 2024, we have sought clarity regarding the site’s environmental status. We support 
redevelopment and appreciate the recent willingness to collaborate, but the property’s 50+ 
year history as a dry cleaner requires continued caution, transparency, and accountability.  

Environmental records indicate that the most recent testing identified chlorinated solvent 
concentrations exceeding current residential screening levels, raising concerns for future 
residential redevelopment without additional evaluation or mitigation. We therefore seek a 
clear agreement for updated testing and, if necessary, additional remediation before 
demolition and redevelopment proceed. 

Compatibility in Scale & Height 

Second, we remain deeply concerned about the proposed height and scale. Two towers 
exceeding 400 feet would be clear outliers in relation to the surrounding area, the historic 
Judges Hill neighborhood, and the University of Texas Tower [307’]. The City and the 
neighborhood have long recognized, and agreed in the Downtown Austin Plan, to preserve and 
respect lower heights and appropriate transitions. Allowing this project to exceed those 
expectations would effectively rewrite established standards while the broader Central 
Business District planning process is still underway. 

For these reasons, I urge you to require a clear, enforceable process for any needed additional 
testing and remediation, and to accept the City staff’s 200-foot recommendation for this site. 
That approach would better respect the surrounding neighborhood, the historic edge of Judges 
Hill, and the City’s ongoing planning efforts. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Marisela Maddox 
Judges Hill resident 
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