DESIGN COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2026

The Design Commission convened in a regular meeting on February 23, 202d, at the Permitting and
Development Center, Room 1405, located at 6310 Wilhelmina Delco Drive in Austin, Texas.

Chair Salinas called the Design Commission meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.

Commissioners in Attendance:
Jon Salinas, Chair
Ramachandra Aradhyula

David Carroll

Kevin Howard

Commissioners in Attendance Remotely:
Josue Meiners, Vice Chair

Nkiru Gelles

Conners Lander

Marissa McKinney

Jenny Murkes

PUBLIC COMMUNICATION: GENERAL

\None present.\

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. [Approve the minutes of the Design Commission special-called meeting on February 2, 2026.
The minutes from the Design Commission special called meeting on February 2,
2026,{ )were approved o\n Commissioner Aradhyula’s motion, Chair Salinas’s second on a
7-0-1. Commissioner Howard abstained. Commissioners Khan and Wittstruck were
absent.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
1. [Discussion of the Design Commission’s strategy prioritizing urban design in Density Bonus

Program projects in the City of Austin. Sponsors: Commissioners Howard and Wittstruck.
Discussed.]



DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS

2. \Discussion and action to recommend to City Council whether the project ABIA Retail Center,
located at 2703 Spirit of Texas Drive, complies with the City Design and Sustainability
Standards. Presented by Mirza Tahir Baig, Professional StruCIVIL Engineers, Inc.
rThis item was withdrawn without objection.\

COMMITTEE UPDATES

3. \Update from representative of the Downtown Commission regarding the meeting on February
18, 2026.
Update was given by Commissioner Gelles.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Staff briefing on Downtown Density Bonus Program Gatekeeper Requirements. Presented by Alan
Pani, Austin Planning. Sponsors: Commissioners Howard and Vice Chair Meiners..

Discussion on the future of the Downtown Density Bonus Program and integrating urban design
guidelines, principles, and standards into that process. Sponsors: Commissioners Howard and
Carroll.

\Discussion on the implications of expanding the boundaries of DowntownHto match the Central City
District Plan and how that affects\Design Commission bcope and rewrite of urban design guidelines.
Sponsors: Commissioners Gelles and Howard.

ADJOURNMENT

Chair Salinas adjourned the meeting at 6:51 p.m. without objection.



