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ANIMAL ADVISORY COMMISSION  
REGULAR MEETING  
MINUTES            
MARCH 9, 2026 
 
The Animal Advisory Commission convened in a regular meeting on Monday, March  9, 2026, at 
Austin City Hall, Boards and Commissions Room 301 W 2nd Street in Austin, Texas. 
 
Chair Nilson called the Animal Advisory Commission Meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  
 
Commissioners in Attendance: 
Dr. Paige Nilson, Chair, D4  
Jennifer Daniel, D6 
Erin Ferguson, D8 
David Loignon, D10 
Erin Van Landingham, D1 
 
Commissioners in Attendance Remotely: 
Ann Linder, Vice Chair, D3 
Koby Ahmed, Mayor 
Beatriz Dulzaides, D2 
Whitney Holt, D5 
Nancy Nemer, Travis County 
 
Commissioners Absent: 
Ryan Clinton, Travis County 
Sarah Huddleston, D9 
Jo Anne Norton, Parliamentarian, D7 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATION: GENERAL 
 

Robyn Katz Gonzalez – State of Animals in ATX 
Rochelle Vickery – Thanks to Pat Valls Trelles and Amy, Animal Control Response 
Concerns 
Julie Oliver- Capital Improvements in Bond and ADA Compliance within the Shelter  
Suzie Chase- Austin Pets Alive! Area Wide Adoption Event 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

1. Approve the minutes of the Animal Advisory Commission Regular Meeting on February 9, 2026. 
The minutes of the February 9, 2026, regular meeting of the Animal Advisory Commission 
was approved during the March 9, 2026, regular meeting on Commissioner Ferguson’s 
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motion, Commissioner Loignon’s second on a 10-0 vote. Commissioners Clinton, 
Huddelston, and Norton were absent.  
 

STAFF BRIEFINGS 

2. Staff briefing regarding monthly reports. Presentation by Monica Dangler, Director, Austin 
Animal Services and Jason Garza, Assistant Director, Austin Animal Services.   
Presentation given by Monica Dangler, Director, Austin Animal Services and Jason Garza, 
Assistant Director, Austin Animal Services.  
 

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS  
 
3. Approve the addition of new members to the Budget Working Group. 

Withdrawn. 
4. Approve a FY27/FY28 Budget Recommendation to Council to convert two animal care 

positions to regular full-time employees from temporary employees.  
The motion to approve a FY27/FY28 Budget Recommendation to Council to convert two 
animal care positions to regular full-time employees from temporary employees was 
approved as amended on Chair Nilson’s motion, Commissioner Loignon’s second on a 
10-0 vote. Commissioners Clinton, Huddleston, and Norton were absent.  
 
The amendment was to insert “WHEREAS, Austin Animal Services has, as one of the six 
priorities in the strategic plan as staff and volunteers with a specific goal to “enhance 
working conditions and build skilled support staff,” under the third WHEREAS statement.  
 

5. Approve a FY27/FY28 Budget Recommendation to Council to provide funding in the general 
budget for two dog walkers.  
The motion to approve a FY27/FY28 Budget Recommendation to Council to provide 
funding in the general budget for two dog walkers was approved as amended on Chair 
Nilson’s motion, Vice Chair Linder’s second on a 10-0 vote. Commissioners Clinton, 
Huddleston, and Norton were absent.  
 
The amendment was to insert “WHEREAS, Austin Animal Services has, as one of the six 
priorities in the strategic plan as staff and volunteers with a specific goal to “enhance 
working conditions and build skilled support staff,” under the third WHEREAS statement.  
 

6. Approve a FY27/FY28 Budget Recommendation to Council to provide funding in the general 
budget for one animal enrichment specialist.  
The motion to approve a FY27/FY28 Budget Recommendation to Council to provide 
funding in the general budget for one animal enrichment specialist was approved as 
amended on Chair Nilson’s motion, Commissioner Nemer’s second on a 10-0 vote. 
Commissioners Clinton, Huddleston, and Norton were absent.  
 
The amendment was to insert “WHEREAS, Austin Animal Services has, as one of the six 
priorities in the strategic plan as staff and volunteers with a specific goal to “enhance 
working conditions and build skilled support staff,” under the third WHEREAS statement.  
 

7. Approve a FY27/FY28 Budget Recommendation to Council to provide funding in the general 
budget for expected, ongoing, necessary hardware upgrades.  
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The motion to approve a FY27/FY28 Budget Recommendation to Council to provide 
funding in the general budget for expected, ongoing, necessary hardware upgrades was 
approved on Chair Nilson’s motion, Commissioner Dulzaides’ second on a 10-0 vote. 
Commissioners Clinton, Huddleston, and Norton were absent.  

 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
 

Presentation from Austin Resource Recovery regarding the process in finding and 
processing dead animals/pets.  

 
Officer Elections 

 
Pet Friendly Housing Recommendation  

 
Reprioritization of the IGR Priority List 

 
 
The meeting of the Animal Advisory Commission was adjourned at 7:34 pm on Chair Nilson’s 
motion, Commissioner Daniel’s second without objection.   
 
 
 
 


