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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
Applications for Demolition and Relocation Permits
May 6, 2026
PR-2026-033910
507 Park Boulevard

Proposal

Demolish a ca. 1924 house.

Architecture

This single-story residence is an intact example of craftsman bungalow architecture in the Hancock neighborhood.
The house features a wide front porch with a large gable roof above. The front door is roughly in the center of the
front elevation, with a single 1-over-1 window on each side. The original brackets appear to be in good condition,
and a rectangular attic vent is present at the center of the gable. Narrow teardrop siding, likely original, is present
on all sides. While there have been several minor additions added to the property since construction, they are all
compatible to the property and can be identified as not original to the building. As buildings change over time, none
of the alterations are significant enough to call the building’s integrity into question. The existing condition easily
meets the architecture criteria for landmark designation.

Research

The first severaldecades of the house’s existence saw two long term owners live at the address. First, Ray and Mattie
Traweek owned the property until around 1939, and raised at least one son there. Ray worked as a salesman for the
entirety of their ownership, and Ray Jr. worked for a time as a clerk. After they moved, the property was bought by
Albert and Sidney Becker, who lived at the address until at least the 1960s.

Department Comments

This application will time out on July 20, 2026.

Property Evaluation

The 2021 North Loop-Hancock-Boggy Creek lists the property as a medium priority and a contributing resource to a
potential Hancock West historic district.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property
and determined that it does not meet two criteria for landmark designation:

a. Architecture. The building is a good example of Craftsman bungalow architecture.

b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the
human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or
significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the
neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic,
aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

Staff Recommendation

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse, relocation, or deconstruction and salvage over demolition, but
approve the demolition permit application upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.
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Site visit, April 2026
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Occupancy History

City Directory Research, April 2026

1959 Albert J. and Sidney M. Becker, owners; shipping clerk at Nelson Davis & Son
1957 Same as above

1955 Same as above

1952 Same as above

1949 Same as above

1947 Same as above

1944-45 Same as above

1941 Same as above

1939 Ray C. and Mattie J. Traweek, owners; salesman, with Ray C. Traweek, Jr.; clerk
1937 Same as above

1935 Ray C. and Mattie J. Traweek, owners; now salesman at W.H. Richardson & Co
1932-33 Same as above

1927 Same as above (Address listed as 507 E 42 1/2 St)

1924 Same as above (Address listed as 507 E 42 1/2 St)

1922 Address not listed

Historical Information

A _building permit has been granted
to Itay C. Traweek to erect o one-
grory frame dwelling at a cost of
around $2000, S e

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 12 Nov 1923: 8



Ray Traweek's
Rites Pending

Funeral for [Ray C. Traweex. 57,
g ttee Anpatin recident wnn was
Killed Suturday in A highway accie
dent 13 miles from La Grange, 15
pending the armval of hiz son, Ray
Jroo USN, statinoned  at Ceorpns
Ciuristi,

Me Traweek was willed instantly
while changing a tire eon e car.
Other vicenpants of his car were un-
ininted. Thevy were  Mrs.  Mary
Divic, Houston, Mary Joe Austin,
a3 Lavaca, and Mrs Kaihleen
March, Henston,

A resident of Aasin for ever 13
veiars, Mro Traveer wos oa iravels
ng emplove for the W, H. Rich-
ardson compant.

in additien 1o Ray Jr, he ic sur-
vived by oatother aon, Harold of
Asisun twa brothers, Claude Tra-
weer Auvstin, and Emmett Trawveng,
Lumpasas, snd  one sizter,  Mre,
Clvde Smath, Liamteasae,

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 25 Sep 1944: 9.

Austinites’ Son Freed

From Santo Tomas

Mrs. H, R. Laurence, 507 Park
boulevard, has received news that
her son, daughter-in-law and two
grandchildren have been liberated
from the Santo Tomas Japanese
prison {n Manila.

They are Mr. and Mrs, John Rob-
ert Laurence and Richard- M., 9,
and Gail Elizabeth, 5, who former-
ly lived in Fort Stockion. Laurence
has been in the Far East for 17
years as a buyer for Procter and
Gamble and they were living in|
(icbn at the time of the Jap inva- |
sion. |

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 27 Feb 1945: 9.

Freed Santo Tomas
Internees Visit Here

Mr. and Mrs, John Laurence and
two children arrived Friday for a
visit with "Mr. Laurence's mother
and with Mr. and Mrs. A, J. Becker,
507 Pnrklboulcvnrd. The Laurence
family were released by American
forces several months ago from
Santo Tomas prison at Manila,
where they had been prisoners of
the Japanecse for three years. Laur-
ence is the representative of Proc-
tor and Gamble with headquarters
ai Cebu. P.I.

The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 06 May 1945: 11.



NBEST ORATORS — Lavrence Decker, left,
and Lynn Huff, right, have bested leen-age
orators from every part of Austin to be named
ns the lop twn spenkers In the city for thelr
age group, Laurence, a  University  High
Sehoal student, is the aopn of Mr, and BMra,
Albert J. Becker, 307 Park Bouleward. Lynn
s a Fulmore student and the son of Mr. and

Mrs, Leslie Hulf, 302 Inwood, Young Becker
plans to represent the Austin Optimist Club
in & South Texns orptory conlest ol Laredo
May 18. If he can't make it, Huff will go as
his alicrnpte. The twa won thelr cily cham-
plonships In competition with  three other
leading feen-nge speakers ol Wednesdny's
Optimist Club meeting. =— (Neal Doupgloas
Phaotns. }

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 05 Apr 1951: 17.

RAY C. TRAWEEK IR,

Funeral services {or Ray C. Tra-
week Jr., resident of Corpus
Christi, were held at the Weed-
Corley Funeral Home Wednesday.
The Rev. Lester 0. Probst offj.
ciated and burial was in Austin

Memorial Park.

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 16 Feb 1955: 14.
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ROSANNE TEAL
Becker-Teal

David G. Teal of San Antonio an-
nounces the engagement of his daugh-
ler, Rosanne, to Laurcnee Albert Beck-
er, son of My, and Mrs. Albert J. Beck-
cr, 507 Park Boulevard.

The couple plans a late summer wed-
ding.

Miss Teal, a student at the Universily
ol Texas, is to graduale in January, She
has also attended Stephen F. Austin
State College.

A graduate of Austin High, Mr.
Becker also received his degree from
the University of Texas where he was
captain of the varsity tennis team and a
member of Cowboys.

The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 29 May 1960: E8.
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Sanborn maps, 1935



Permits
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