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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
Applications for Permits in National Register Historic Districts
May 6, 2026
HR-2026-037163
Travis Heights-Fairview Park Historic District
522 Sunny Lane

Proposal

Construct two housing units at the site of a previously approved demolition.

Project Specifications

At a uniquely shaped lot in the Travis Heights-Fairview Park historic district, construct two multi-story housing units.
The demolition application for the existing house ahs already been approved by HLC.

Research

Upon construction, the house was first owned by Robert & Birdie Lundell, an auto mechanic in the city. It’s unclear
exactly when, but during World War Il it changed ownership to Jack & Ellen Ferrell, the former of whom served in the
US Army. By 1949, the property was purchased by Forest & Dolores Cruse. Forest Cruse had a business selling
imported cutlery and was an amateur chef who competed across the country. Together they raised a family and at
least one son went into the family cutlery business.

Design Standards

The City of Austin’s Historic Design Standards (March 2021) are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for Rehabilitation and are used to evaluate projects in National Register districts. The following standards apply to
the proposed project:

Residential new construction

1. Location

Due to the shape of the lot, one unit will face Sunny Ln. and will be located up to the street setback. This street has
varying setbacks for houses, which is likely due to the dramatic drop off in site elevation at the north side of the lots.
The other unit will be placed closer to E. Riverside Dr., which has an existing curb cut that previously served this
property. This is a difficult site and shape to work with, and the proposed design does a sufficient job of meeting the
Design Standards.

2. Orientation

Stated above, one unit is oriented towards Sunny Ln. The northern unit will face the driveway accessed via E.
Riverside. While there are examples of contributing houses that face E. Riverside, it isn’t likely feasible in this
situation due to the location of grade change on the site.

3. Scale, massing, and height

Both units are multi-story, but will not read as taller than two stories. Due to elevation changes, these will not stand
out visually when compared to surrounding properties. While the northern unit plans state that it will have four
floors, the lowest will be placed at the base of the hill and will not appear as obtrusive as could be expected with so
many floors.

4. Proportions
The proportions of both units are both acceptable, given the shape of the property. By locating the southern unit
close to the street setback, it must be narrow to fit within the L-shape of the lot.

5. Design and style

The design of both units reads a modern, and there are numerous cutbacks and bump outs present, especially at
the southern unit. These are mostly to fit within the front and side setbacks and, while not recommended, do fit the
design of similar houses on the street.


http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/HistoricDesignStandards_March2021.pdf
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6. Roofs

Roofs are to be a combination of standing seam metal and composition shingle in material, and are at low or
moderate pitches. Though it is recommended to simplify the roof forms, they are generally compatible with the
Design Standards.

7. Exterior walls

Proposed wall materials include 12” wood siding, 6” wood tongue and groove siding, Hardie board panels, stone
veneer, and stucco. While all of these are compatible with the district when located appropriately, it is highly
recommended that fewer types of materials are used in order to convey a coherent design across each of the units.

8. Windows and doors

There are few details about the material or dimensions of the windows proposed for these units. However, the
locations of the fixtures are generally in keeping with the Design Standards, and have a regular pattern across the
street-visible elevations. Some units are square in shape, which is not common for contributing buildings, but these
are not in as prominent of locations.

11. Attached garages and carports

Atwo car garage will take up most of the front elevation of the southern unit, and the northern unit’s lowermost floor
will be almost entirely taken up by a garage as well. Given the limited access for off-street parking in both cases, it
is allowable to have such an orientation at both units. However, it is recommended to explore other options for off
street parking where possible.

Summary
The project meets some of the applicable standards.

Department Comments

A demolition application for this address was approved by HLC at its January 7, 2026 meeting. For demolition in
National Register districts, the permit is not released until an application for new construction in approved by the
Commission. This application will time out on July 20, 2026.

Staff Recommendation

Comment on plans for new construction and release the application.
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Property Information

Photos

Demolition application, 2025

Occupancy History

City Directory Research, December 2025

1959 Forest & Dolores Cruse, owners; Cruse Forest & Son (address listed as 611 E. Riverside Dr.)
1957 Same as above

1955 Same as above

1952 Same as above

1949 Same as above

1947 Jack & Ellen Ferrell, owners; US Army

1944 Robert & Birdie Lundell, owners & Jack Ferrell, renter; US Army
1941 Robert & Birdie Lundell, owners; mechanic

1939 Same as above

1935 Same as above

1932 Same as above (address listed as 523 E. Riverside Dr.)

1929 Address not listed



Historical Information

FUREST L. CRUSE OF AUSTIN, TELLS HAWAI
He represented Texas in America's Cookout Cham

PRASAES

IAN GIRL 1S RECIPE

pionshin “far men anlen
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He Shines

As a

Forest L. Cruse and his wife
were flying home 1o Austin Tues-
day, following a Hawallan holi-
day during which he was honored
as anc of the world’'s champion
ouldoor cooks.

Cruse, an importer of fine cut-
lery, was one of the 25 finalists.
in the American Cookout Cluim-
pionship held in Honelulu Mon-
day night.

His recipe for Texas-style bar-
becue was submitted In an inter-
nationil conlest  sponsored hy
Kaiser Foil several months ago,
ard he was one of the finalists
chosen from throughout 1he world
after it was cook-lested by a
judging apency.

The amaleur chefs met last
Thursday at the Hilton Hawaiian
Village, and spent the weekend in
preparation for their supreme
cooking clforts,

Alter much laste-testing, the
Judges awarded the $10,000 prize
to a prominent Los Angeles alior-
ney, Thomas J. McDermott Jr.,
for his **Grilled Imperial Crown
Meat Loal”,

Joan Crawford, motion picture
actress, was hostess for the
iwards ceremony.,

Cruse, who lives at 611 River-
ilde Drive in Austin, Is a mative
of Nacogdoches. A former olpe-
rophysiotherapist, he has for the
past 12 years_heen in husiness
vith his son, Ferest M. Cruso, |
{esigning and importing fine cut-
Cry. i

An expert rifleman, Cruse is|.
he owner of a large colleclion of
ircarms, and his knife eollection
s considered one of the finest in

-~

Chef

the world,

A man with a flair for the un
usual. Cruse three times has heer
a hero, saving the lives of several
people. As a boy, he waved dowr
L passenger irain as it ap
proicched a burning trestle; it col
lapsed @ few minutes later.,

He also rescued two children
from drowning in the Mississippi
River at New Orleans some yoirs
2o ol more recently,  he
palled 2 man and his wife from a
urning automobile near Iattics.
burg, Miss,

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Apr 23, 1963, 15.



'Hobbying’ No Spare-Time Occupation
For Busy, Busy Mrs. Forest Cruse

. " By DAN GROVER_ '

A fTew years Mrs, | Forest Cruse
nf 811 Rjverside Drive decided she
didn’t have enough hobbles,

PP

M_Ihat time, 1hiz vivaclous Snuf'h!:l'nﬂ" colng, cnl]r[riinp' s[amm, pngf.
Austin waman admiis, her houss marks, stale fax iokens, Indian
somewhat rescmbled B museum, arrow heads and other assorted
l Her only hobbies were collecting | items,

i PR ' Her home wam full ef these
B e SRy 1 thinga—some of themn rare—and ihe

3 1 mallman waa bringing In sacks of
enrrespondence and packages fram
all over the United Siates and
several foreign coumnirles.

But Mrs, Cruse felt there wasn't
enough compelition. Thal's when
she mdded Another hobby in her
activity — entering prize-winning
enniesis, )

Since then, the mailmen md ex-
npress carciers have bealen a deeper
pith 16 her door, loadad down
with wverylhing from money arders
o elecitrle cookers, radips fo ~dla-
maned rings.

And she jokifigly says her house
now resembles a combimation mu-
ERLIm, hardware #lare and poat
office,

Akl thils  rollecilon—and Mrs.
Cruse gives more than hall of it
Away—comeR AS prizes won  in
nailonal conlesis put on by news-
papera and radle flations

She gends In trick questlong in
stump experie on quin shows, She
anewers guesllons and works puz-
2les through the mails, And she's
been on radio programs as far
away as New York.

utl. with this additional hnbby—
ang the colos, siemps, poslmarks
and arrowheads, ele, el going
etrong—she felt she ehonld bransh
out again and add another hohby.

Mra. Cruse, who is immediately

deseribed by most people ae “very
interesiing,” has & lot of Irinds. Sha
likes tp ®ee them get recognition, |
ton, fo she bBegan writing tn radle
programs whe honor outstanding
Women.

So, far she's had more than A
dozen Austin women honored with
prizes, personel appearances  or
veral iribule on radio programs.

Her latesi honoree i Mrs.' Lee
‘Abbott abeout whom Mrs, Crues
Fie - wrole fo Bob Hope's radio ahow,

oy : b Mrs, Abboit will be the "woman

W / y - : of the week” on the Hope show
A Hr i Mov, 13 as s remult of the letler.
HOBBYIST—Mrs. Forest| Cruse happily displays some al her Mor ia {hat all. This enthusiasile

A - : ; e "YU lwoman with sparkling dark eyes
mail which pours in as & resull of a varlety of activitics in lhes s number pnj rther pursiits,

many hobbies, She’s won many prizes in conlests—one of her |She writes poems in her spare time

hnbbles—but glves most of the stull away.—(Neal Douglasg (and has had many of lhem pub-

Photo.) {lished,

I . She alsn  enollects, & seems,

languages. Born in Henduras ol
Italian and French parenis, Mrs,
Cruse was educated by Ursuline
nung in New Orleans, La. From
this background she learned tn
speak  fluent French, Jtallan,
Spanish and English.

But now she feels she'n & Bil
Iacking in ihal depariment, sn—
in her SPARE time—she's learning
annther language.

“1 Malked with someone whe
apeaks Portuguese,” ghe said. "I
balieve I could learn it eazily, Sa
1 sent for & hoog an dam studying
{l=just for & hobby."”

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Oct 2, 1953, 15.
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Mrs, Forest Cruse Feted on Birthday

Mrs, Forest L. Cruse celebrated
her birthday Sunday with a dinner

%nrty in her home, 611 Riverside
rive.

The following gucslis and close
relatives atfended: Mr. and Mrs.
Forest Mark Cruse nand Linda Kay,
Mr. and Mrs. P, Randelph James,

Miss Nellie Alexander and Charles
Johnson, all of Austin; and Dr, and
Mrs. John D, Justice and Dr. and
itlm John Serrato of Birmingham,

a. I

Belore moving 10 Austin, Mr. and |
Mra, Cruse lived In Birmingham,

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Mar 7, 1951, 17.

Cruses Mark Anniversary

Zr. and Mrs, Forest Cruse ob-
served their 21st wedding anniver-
szry with a barbecue supper at
ineir home on Riverside Drive,

Their son, Forest M. Cruse, assist-
ed them at the recent entertain-
ment.

Guests included Messrs, and Mes-
dames M. I. Davis, Louis A, Kerk-
hoif, William Albert Wilson, Ray-
mond Sands, Onys A. Kelley, L.
L. Nusom, I. W. Rucks, Bill Liles,
W. R. Maloney, Mesdames Howard
Bailey, Roger Alred, N. S. Alred,
Misses Virginia Davis, Bernadectte
Kerkhoff, Patricia Sands, Sheryl
Rucks, Gretchen Bailey, Kathleen
Alma Maloney, Messrs. Harvey J.
Bailey and Billy Alred.

The Austin American (1914-1973); May 4, 1947, A8.



