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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
Applications for Permits in National Register Historic Districts
May 6, 2026
HR-2026-037916
West Line Historic District
1210 West 12" Street

Proposal

Construct a two-story residence in a historic district.

Project Specifications

Construct a new 3,858 square foot residence on a property with a demolition permit previously approved by HLC.
The proposed house is two stories and features a side driveway.

Research

The first owners of the property after construction of the existing house were Lydia and Queenie Littman. Lydia
Littman moved to Austin when she was a child, and, after graduating from the University of Texas, worked at a real
estate company upon completion of further education and training newly available in the city. She became very
successfulin this field and became involved in various community groups. By the time she purchased the house on
West 12th Street in her 70s, had her own business in real estate, loans, and investments. Upon semi-retirement
around the same time, she continued to work out of her home office until her passing at the age of 92.

Design Standards

The City of Austin’s Historic Design Standards (March 2021) are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for Rehabilitation and are used to evaluate projects in National Register districts. The following standards apply to
the proposed project:

Residential new construction

1. Location

The location is generally in the same location as the previous structure, as well as contributing resources on the
block. The setback matches neighboring properties as well.

2. Orientation
Proposed structure faces 12" Street, which is typical for the district.

3. Scale, massing, and height

Immediate surrounding properties listed as contributing are typically single-story in height. However, there are
several examples of two-story residences in the district. The overall massing of the building features several narrow
hallway and wings. One extends across the front of the house, which creates a solid, uniform massing when viewed
from the street. The other projects to the rear towards the primary bedroom, which was likely selected to avoid
critical root zones. While it can be problematic to have long hallways connecting disparate portions of a house, this
design appears from the street as one mass and is appropriate.

4. Proportions
There is some variation in the proportions of contributing resources on the block and within the district, as discussed
in the section above. The proportions of this design are in keeping with larger houses in the area.

5. Design and style

The design of the proposed house isin keeping with surrounding properties without appearing to create a false sense
of history. Brick as an exterior material is found throughout the district, and the front facing, steeply pitched gable
roofs have a similarity to a Tudor Revival structure, but lack further ornament to avoid trying to copy other similar
structures in the area. There is not an incongruous use of different styles in the proposed design.


http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/HistoricDesignStandards_March2021.pdf
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6. Roofs
The steep pitched roof will be clad in tile roofing material. There are some examples of similar materials used in the
district, and it is appropriate to the rest of the proposed design.

7. Exterior walls

At the front facade, brick exterior walls are proposed. To the sides and rear, horizontal Hardie board siding will be
used. The proportions of both materials are appropriate to contributing resources in the district, and there is a
language of brick or stone front elevations with wood siding to the rear.

8. Windows and doors
Proposed windows are aluminum-clad wood fixtures. The proportions are appropriate to similar windows found in
the district. It is recommended that glazing be clear and colorless.

9. Porches
A brick front step, slightly above grade, will be placed in front of the main entry. It will be uncovered and will not read
as a porch.

10. Chimneys
One chimney is proposed at the rear wall of the front section of the house. It will be minimally visible, and the design
is appropriate in size and appearance.

11. Attached garages and carports
A detached carportis proposed at the rear of the property, with a side driveway running along the side. This is typical
of off-street parking in the area.

Summary
The project meets the applicable standards.

Department Comments

A demolition application for this address was approved by HLC at its August 6, 2025 meeting. For demolition in
National Register districts, the permit is not released until an application for new construction in approved by the
Commission. This application will time out on July 20, 2026.

Architectural Review Committee Feedback

July 9, 2025: Strongly consider a rear addition rather than demolition. If new construction is proposed, look to other
contributing resources in the district for design elements, but be careful not to copy exactly or create a false sense
of history. Pay close attention to neighboring massing and height as guides to the design for new construction.

Staff Recommendation

Comment on plans in concurrence with Architectural Review Committee feedback and release the application.



by HR 26-037916
1210 W 12TH STREET

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying
purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey. This product has been produced by the City of Austin for the sole purpose of
4/21/2026 geographic reference. No warranty is made by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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Property Information

Photos

Demolition application, 2025

Occupancy History

City Directory Research, June 2025

1959 Lydia Littman, owner; Real estate agent

1957 Same as above

1955 Same as above

1952 Lydia & Queenie Littman, owners; Lydia — real estate agent; Queenie — claim adjuster
1949 Same as above

1947 Address not listed



Historical Information

Area Secretary To Survey -
Program of J ewrsh Women

Miss Norma F. Becker, area sec-

retary for Texas, Oklahoma and
Colorado for the National Council
of Jewish Women, will speak at a
tea to be given by the Austin sec-
tion of the council Monday at 3
p. m’ at the Austin Woman's club,
Miss Lydia Littman, section presi-
dent has announced.

*“The soclal welfare and service
program of the National Council of
Jewish Women" is the subject to
be discussed, and Miss Becker will
describe the council's service to for-
cign born program as well as its
social welfare activities and its
educational work in the fields of
international relations, contempo-
rary Jewish affairs and social legis-
lation.

Miss Becker .has had extensive
experience in the social welfare
field- in Philadelphia as a case
worker for both the American Red
Cross and the Travelers Aid so-
ciety. She was also affiliated with
the United States Civil Service
commission in Philadelphia as a re-
cruiling representative, Prior to her
present post with the National
Council of Jewish Women she was
executive secretary for the Phila-
delphia Council for Equal Job Op-
portunity.

A graduate of Temple university,
Miss Becker also attended a gradu-
ate training course at the Pennsyl-

MISS NORMA BECEKER

vania School of Social Work.

The National Council of Jewish
Women, whose headquarters are at
1819 Broadway, New York eity, is
a 52 year old organization with a
membership of 65,000 women in 300
senior and junior sections through-
out the country.

The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 02 Dec 1945: A13.

of delegntes to

Council to Meet
For Elections, Reports

Election of officers for the com-
ing year will combine with reports

the recent siate

convention held in Houston as busie
ness for the meeting of the Austin
Sectign of the National Council of
Jewish Women. The group will meet
Wednesday at 3 p. m. at the Austin
Woman's Club., Miss Lydia Littman,
president, will preside. ]

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 23 Apr 1946: 7



By LOIS HALE GALVIN
Memory Lane! What a Kkalei-

back to 1873, as it does for Miss
Lydia Littman, a beloved and
prominent figure in the Little-
field Building lor more than 40

Years.

Conceded, the first few miles
up the road were someone else's
memories, but Lydia shared the
experiences, and so vividly were
they recounted by her companion,
they seem as her own.

Miss Lydia, who wears her %0
vears like n crown of lighthearted
spring flowers, recalls a very spe-
cial August night back in 1873 —
a very warm and dark night:

“5 frail litle woman with an
infant in hermeamuhmehuaﬁied 1:
stagecoach at i Age 0O
Chetopa, Kans., for the first lap
of their journey to Austin, Texas,
where she was to join her hus-
band, The latter part of the irip
was by train,

“Choppy roads bounced the

stage from side to side, and both
baby and young mother were In
tears. Then a fellow traveler, a
kindly old gentleman, lit a candle
and held it before the frightened
infant. Its erying stopped.
“The woman was my mother,
and I was the infant,” Lydia re-
calls, then with twinkling eyes,
“the first of my parents’ nine
daughters, and the only one not
born in Texas."" But none of them
could feel “more Texan, be
cause they haven't lived here
\nearly 90 years.

doscopic road to travel, If it leads||

ivery active participant through

la large house on FEast Fifth

American-Statesman /UPE

» A YOUTHFUL 90: MISS LYDIA LITTMAN
'Miss Littman Honored
On Ninetieth Birthday

The changing face of the litile
pountry town of some 10,000 peo-
ple, since she and her parents|
arrived here, has found Lydia a

the years.
“A public school was unknown
{p  Austinites,” Lydia explain-
ed, ""s0, the question arose,” who
would send their children to pub-
lic gehool?

“Being educated In the public
schools of Louisville, Ky., herself,
my mother did not hesitate to
send me. 5o, olhers followed, and

Street, known as the Paseal
House, became the first public
school.”

At 15, Lydia graduated from
high school, and two years later
received the depree of pedagogy
from The University of Texas,
which consisted of one building,
long since torn down, and a pay- |
anly-once matriculation fee of $30,
fo attend as long as vou wanted ,
to. .

She became a puhlic school,
teacher (for one year) in a little:
two-room schoolhouse on the out-
skirts of the city, the Hyde Park!
School, but quickly realized man. -

{aging & school room was not for @

|the profession for her.

A trip to Louisville, Ky., to visit
lher grandfather and aunt, cinch-
ed her resolve. One of her aunt's
three sons was an attormey. He
nffered her a 525 scholarship for

' a three-weeks course fn typing,

and the then brand new short-
hand. She accepted, and on com-
pleting the course on schedule
landed her first job at the prince-
Iy wage of $3.50 per week, which
she assures was pretty good for
a beginner.

But, Miss Lydia traveled suc-
cessfully up the career ladder,
angd for more than 40 years, her
business office has been located
in the Littlefield Building. Last
year, she moved her office to her
home, where she still continues
her real estate, loans and in-
vestments business.

“What I like about this ar-
rangement,’” she confided, “is
that now I can stop and nap in
the afternoon if T like. T couldn't
before.'"

The first to agree that she's
earned this small houry is her
fourth from youngest sister, Miss
Queenie Littman, who should
know, because the two of them|
have made their home together
most of their life,

Until 15 years apgo, when they
moved into their present cottage
home at 1210 West 12th Street,
which is filled with beautiful and
authente antiques, their old fam-
ily home had stood on the cor-

ner of Fifth and Rio Grande for

EREE -

nearlv half a centurv,
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It would take more columns
than space permitz to give a com-
plete account of all the enviable
record Miss Lydia has carved for
herself, not only in the business
world, but in civic and other ac-
ivities, including & long tenure
m the Community Chest Board.

Miss Lydia voted in the first
| election open to women's vole,
and later held elections in her
precinct for some 10 years. She
was a charter member of the
Council of Jewish Women in
Louisville, Ky., then Galveston
and Austin, and was twice presi-
dent, and charter member, of the
Austin Business and Professional
Club, that will ohserve its S0th
anniversary in 19,

In 1912 her name was placed
in the "Golden Book in Jerusa.
lem" by the Zionist Organization,
which she joined when it was or
ganized in about 1908, serving as
, state secretary for a number al
d vears. She was also named out

standing Woman by B'nai Britr
1 The Austin chapter of Hadas
& (sah will honor this vouthfil nona
t-|genarian at a birthday receptior
k|thizs afterncon from 3 to 5 p.m
1-|in the home of Mr. and Mrs
it | Louis Hirschield, 1505 Parkway

B e e =

LOIS HALE GALVIN. The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 27 Jan 1963: C10.



Longtime

A 1rip to Louisville, Ky,, to
visit her grandfather and aunt,
clinched her resolve. One of her
aunt's three sons, an atlorney,

Resident
Dies at 92  grtereahera st schatarstip or

Miss [Lydia Liliman, 92, on¢2nd the then brand new short-
of Austin’s oldest and most re hand. She accepted and on com-
spected citizens, died Tuesday alPletion of her course on sched.
the family residence, 1205 Wes'ule, she started work on her
12th Sireet. first job at $3.50 a week, then
She is survived by four sisters, Fegarded a good salary for a
Mrs, Clara Silberberg, Mis sbeginner.
'Queenie Littman of Austin, Mrs, Miss Littman traveled up the
Mayme Newman of Union City, |adder successfully in her career
N.J. and Mrs, Leo Hammer of@s a real estaie and insurance
\Fort Lauderdale, Fla. and byagent, and for more than 40
‘many nieces, nephews, great-years she had an office in the
nieces and great-nephews. Littlefield Building. She maved
Funeral services will be held the office to her home only three
Wednesday at 4 p.m. at theyears ago.
Cook Funeral Home with Rabbi Miss Littman over the years
|Ln::-uis Firestein of Congregation participated in civic affairs, She
Beth Israel officiating. Burial voted in the first election opened
‘will be in Beth Isracl scction of to women voters and for 10
Oakwood Cemetery. . years she served as an eleclion
- Miss Littman had been a resi- official in her precinet. She also
dent of Austin for more thanserved a long tenure on the

nine decades — since her moth- poard of the Austin Community
er in 1873 brought her on a stage cpest.

coach and train {rom Chetopa,

Kan. to Austin to join her fa-
ther. Austin then was a town of
only 10,000 persons.

At the age of 15, Miss Litt.
man graduated from high school |
after attending school at the
Pascal House on East Fifth
Street, which became Austin's
first public school. Two years
later, she received the degree
of pedagogy from The Univer.
sity of Texas, which consisted
of one building which has long
since been torn down. She be-
came a public school teacher for
pne year at the Hyde Park
School, a two-room school house
al the outskirts of the city, but
soon decided that school teach-
ilng was not the profession for
or.

She was a charter member of

the Council of Jewish Women

in Louisville, Ky., then later
Galveston and Austin, and was
twice president and charter
member of the Austin Business
and Professional Women’s Club,
In 1912, her name was placed in
the “Golden Book in Jerusalem”
by the Zionist Organization,
which she joined at its organiza-
tion in 1906, serving as slate sec-
retary for several years. She
also was named outslanding
Woman by B'nal B'rith,

She was honored on her Bdth
birthday two years ago by the
Austin Chapter of Hadassah at
a birthday reception at the home
of Mr. and Mrs, Louis Hirsch-
feld, 1305 Parkway,

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 09 Mar 1965: 10.
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Permits
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SANITARY SEWER SERVICE PERMIT No. 24646
Austin, Texas

Received of Frey Date July 2,1948
Address 1210 W, 12th.
Amount s

Builder or Owner Lydia Littman Plumber,

Lot _ 74x150 Block Subdivision Shelley Est Plat No. _gQa

Date of Connection _ 7/29/1948
By City _ 25" w/ELL

By Plumber

Checked By .
Size Main A" Depth__ 4%'
Main Assign. ip St.

Stub Depth Frop. Line
Stub Location

Book No. B-346

Paving Cut No.

Price

185
JA0

12y ke 1988 ©-%0

Size
4" con 4.68

31

tap

BS

1.20
1 hr truck

ppers

Reducers
Remix
S5to
Castin
Other

Bends

3
Pipe
Wyes
2
L]

Plugs
Sand -
Gravel

Ko. Fittings
Pipe

1
Labor:

Sewer tap permit, 1948



