WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Travis County Commissioners Court

Proclamation

from 1988-1996, a collaboration of concerned citizens, business leaders, landowners, developers,
environmental groups, scientists, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service worked together to create a
first of its kind habitat conservation plan, the Balcones Canyonlands Conservation Plan, for the Austin
area; and

the Service issued a 30-year permit under the Endangered Species Act to the City of Austin and Travis
County on May 2, 1996; and

this permit was the first in the nation to undertake a regional approach to balance economic
development and endangered species conservation in a rapidly growing urban environment; and

the permit provided a streamlined alternative to the lengthy federal consultation and determination
process for mitigating incidental take for the golden-cheeked warbler, black-capped vireo, six karst
invertebrates, and 27 species of concern; and

the City and County agreed to create the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve in western Travis County to
mitigate development by protecting a minimum of 30,428 acres of endangered songbird habitat plus 62
caves with endangered and rare species; and

the City, County, and participating entities and individuals have protected in perpetuity more than
33,000 acres of endangered species habitat and, to some extent, 52 of 62 karst features; and

the City and County continue to meet Preserve requirements by acquiring land to meet other specified
goals in the permit as well as intensely managing Preserve lands; and

the City and County are pursuing renewal of the permit, and the permit will remain in effect during the
renewal process; and

the BCCP's success is also due to the efforts of agencies, institutions, organizations, and individuals -
including the Lower Colorado River Authority, Travis Audubon Society, The Nature Conservancy of
Texas, St. Edwards University, Concordia University, Texas Cave Management Association, and
numerous private land owners-- who also dedicated lands to the Preserve and committed to the long-
term management of those lands for protected species; and

the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve also provides important air quality, water quality, and open space
benefits to communities in Central Texas; and

the Balcones Canyonlands Conservation Plan’s balance of economic as well as habitat benefits has
continued to garner the support of landowners, developers, environmental groups, scientists, and the
local business community, as well as local, state, and federal agencies; and

May 2, 2026 marks the 30th anniversary of the Balcones Canyonlands Conservation Plan and the

beginning of its renewal;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED that we, the Travis County Commissioners Court, do hereby recognize May 2,

2026 as

in Travis County.

In witness whereof, we have hereunto

set our hands and caused the seal of Travis County

to be affixed this 28" day of April in the Year Two Thousand Twenty-Six
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