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COMMISSION ON IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS                   
REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES                     
MONDAY, APRIL 6, 2026 
 
The Commission on Immigrant Affairs convened in a regular meeting on Monday, April 6, 2026, at 
310 W 2nd Street in Austin, Texas. 
 
Chair Dorantes called the meeting to order at 6:44pm.  
 
Commissioners in Attendance: 
Miriam Dorantes, Chair 
Adrian De La Rosa 
Caroline Solis 
 
Commissioners in Attendance Remotely: 
Alondra Johnson, Vice-Chair 
Aditi Joshi 
Diane Kanawati 
Meghna Roy 
Melissa Ortega 
 
Commissioners Absent: 
Azeem Edwin 
Jeanne Kaba 
Yohana Saucedo 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATION: GENERAL 

 
None.  
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

1. Approve the minutes of the Commission on Immigrant Affairs Special Called Meeting on 
March 20, 2026. 
The minutes of the March 20, 2026, special called meeting of the Commission on 
Immigrant Affairs were approved during the regular meeting on April 6, 2026, on Vice 
Chair Johnson’s motion, Chair Dorantes’ second on a 7-0 vote. Commissioner Ortega was 
off the dais. Commissioners Edwin, Kaba, and Saucedo were absent.  

STAFF BRIEFING 
2. Staff briefing from Austin Police regarding an updated policy as it relates to immigration. 

Presentation given by Lee Rogers, Chief of Staff, Austin Police.  
Presentation given by Lee Rogers, Chief of Staff, Austin Police.  
 

3. Staff briefing from Austin Equity and Inclusion regarding the introduction of the Acting 
Immigration Manager and future recruitment and updates surrounding immigrant and refugee 
related work. Presentation given by Shafina Khaki, Human Rights Officer, Austin Equity and 
Inclusion and Houmma Garba, Acting Immigration Manager, Austin Equity and Inclusion.  
Presentation given by Shafina Khaki, Human Rights Officer, Austin Equity and Inclusion 
and Houmma Garba, Acting Immigration Manager, Austin Equity and Inclusion.  
 

4. Staff briefing regarding updates to the Levers of Economic Mobility. Presentation by Gary 
Aaron, Business Process Consultant Sr., Austin Equity and Inclusion and Shivani Datar, 
Business Process Specialist, Austin Equity and Inclusion.  
Presentation given by Gary Aaron, Business Process Consultant Sr., Austin Equity and 
Inclusion.  
 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 
5. Presentation from Academia Cuauhtli regarding a program update, information on their spring 

and summer programming, and shifting funding structures. Presentation by Dr. María Del 
Carmen Unda, Founder, Academia Cuauhtli, Dr. Angela Valenzuela, Acedemia Cuauhtli, and 
Dr. Emilio Zamora, Academia Cuauhtli.  
Presentation given by Dr. María Del Carmen Unda, Founder, Academia Cuauhtli.  

 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS 
6. Approve the election of Vice Chair.  

The motion to elect Commissioner Johnson as Vice Chair of the Commission on 
Immigrant Affairs was approved on Chair Dorantes’ motion, Commissioner De La Rosa’s 
second on a 7-0 vote. Commissioner Joshi was off dais. Commissioners Edwin, Kaba, and 
Saucedo were absent. 
 

7. Approve the election of Chair.  
The motion to elect Commissioner Dorantes as Chair was approved on Commissioner 
Kanawati’s motion, Commissioner De La Rosa’s second on a 7-0 vote. Commissioner 
Joshi was off dais. Commissioners Edwin, Kaba, and Saucedo were absent.  
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FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

Presentation of a letter of support for Academia Cuauhtli 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:53 pm on Chair Dorantes’ motion with no objection.  
 

The minutes of the April 6, 2026, regular meeting of the Commission on Immigrant Affairs 
were approved during the regular meeting on May 4, 2026, on Commissioner Kanawati’s 
motion, Commissioner Joshi’s second on a 7-0 vote. Vice Chair Johnson and 
Commissioner Saucedo were off dais. Commissioners Ortega and Roy were absent.   

 


