
Testimony provided 05/20,2026 to the Environmental Commission related to Barton Springs Road Bridge 
Project 

Hello and thank you for all of your countless hours of work on this commission.  I realize that it can be a 
thankless job at times.  My name is Katerina Dittemore.   I have 30 yrs experience in grant writing, grant 
administration and environmental.  I am here tonight to discuss the Historic Sec 106 Report which I am 
handing out now.  PLEASE ACCEPT THE 2 HANDOUTS AS PART OF THE RECORD.  THIS IS MY ATTEMPT TO 
FILL IN SOME OF THE INFORMATION GAP THAT IS SURROUNDING THIS PROJECT. It was prepared JAN 
2023 by  Ama Terra, most likely as part of the Bridge Infrastructure Fund Grant application for the BSpRd 
Bridge.  I do not have access to the Attachments A, B or C.  

Please note Page 1 and Page 11-  the proposed action would result in a change in setting, design, mlts, 
workmanship and feeling of the Zilker Park Historic District …having an adverse effect on historic 
properties.  Historic is considered a part of the environmental it is in your wheelhouse.  The same 
conclusion is reached on page 11 with regards to rehab.  Now the definition of rehab, that is your 2nd 
packet.  This is the conceptual design as presented by City staff to the Historic Commission.   

The reason I bring up the definition of rehab is because the bridge does need to be addressed, but not in 
the way as conceived in the packet.  In order to reduce confusion, I am recommending that we approach 
the design as a retrofit/rehab.  I also recommend hiring a Preservation Civil Engineer with heavy experience 
in historic structures. 

I want to bring your attention to the following: 

1. Original intention/ purpose of the bridge In 1926 the bridge was constructed to provide safe crossing 
for vehicular traffic across a flood prone Barton Springs AND to serve as a gateway to Zilker Park.  To 
connect the public to recreation.   

2. Road Classification of Barton Springs Road- it is a MINOR ARTERIAL AND SCENIC ROADWAY.  That 
means it is to provide LOCAL access.  The Scenic classification requires additional site plan/ design 
considerations.  THIS CLASSIFICATION says nothing about ACL / 3C 18 wheeler trucks bringing in 
equipment or about connecting to a major thoroughfare such as MoPac. 

3. Current NEPA- In my opinion, the NEPA should be stopped until the new design is completed.  If it is 
not stopped, this commission should insist that a NEW Alternative should be included in the current 
NEPA document which is the Retrofit/Rehab/ Redecking design. 

I did not have a chance to discuss with you my experience of the bridge.  It is the most peaceful/tranquil 
part of Zilker Park with its aquamarine color, the magnificent reflection of the arches in the serene waters 
below.  With the fish, turtles, geese,.  Please do not allow this very nurturing human environment to be 
destroyed.  The adverse impacts of the current design includes archeological/cultural/ historical/ 
endangered species/aquifer contamination/ water quality/ human environment.  Please insist that these 
factors be properly assessed. 
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