
 

Recommending a 2026 Bond for Mobility 

Recommendation ########## 

WHEREAS the purpose of the Pedestrian Advisory Council (PAC) is to review and make 
recommendations regarding funding priorities for the Bicycle and Pedestrian Program activities and 
Capital Improvement Projects, as they relate to pedestrianism; 

WHEREAS the Council will soon determine whether to call an election for a 2026 Bond that could 
reportedly increase the debt service portion of a household’s taxes from $615 to $722 by 2030; 

WHEREAS preliminary staff recommendations for a 2026 Bond include several Transportation and Public 
Works projects that would continue to patch Austin’s automobile-centric streets for safe bicycle and 
pedestrian use; 

WHEREAS an incomplete bicycle and pedestrian network contributed to over 100 serious injuries and 
fatalities among bicyclists and pedestrians in 2025; 

WHEREAS previous City investments in bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure enable a growing number 
of Austin’s resident workers to safely bus, bike, and walk to work; 

WHEREAS Americans who depend on a car for routine trips and work commutes reportedly spend 
~$12,000 per year—several times an Austinite’s expected tax burden for a 2026 Bond; 

WHEREAS the ability for many Austinites to bus, bike, and walk to work can be transformative at a 
personal level and, at an economic level, supports the affordability of sectors like our service industry; 

WHEREAS the City set a goal that “By 2030, 50% of trips in Austin are made using public transit, biking, 
walking, carpooling, or avoided altogether by working from home” in its 2021 Climate Equity Plan; 

WHEREAS the City thoughtfully deliberated where to make bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure 
improvements according to 20+ factors identifying “high-need areas” in previous plans, but not 
necessarily specifying what investments to make;  

WHEREAS conversations with City staff indicate that departmental siloing and scopes of work at the 
implementation level understandably result in a lack of deliberation on the long-term costs to monitor 
and maintain different types of infrastructure, as well as an incomplete estimation of affordability 
impacts for surrounding commercial venues; 

WHEREAS conversations with City staff indicate a learned preference for measures with a low upfront 
cost, regardless of known maintenance implications, such as flexible bollards; 

WHEREAS conversations with City staff indicate difficulty promoting low-maintenance infrastructure 
that may seem expensive upfront, such as—but not limited to—roundabouts and grade-separated bike 
lanes; 



 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the PAC urges Council to acknowledge the safety, economic, and 
environmental urgency of supporting bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure in high-need areas across all 
districts; 

BE IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED the PAC requests that Council embrace funding long-term, low-
maintenance infrastructure through debt paid by the future users of said infrastructure  over the 
political expediency of deferring infrastructure that could save Austinites’ lives and money; 

BE IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED the PAC requests that Council weigh the local support of bicycle and 
pedestrian infrastructure over a desire to prioritize projects with funds matched by state and federal 
governments that do not consistently align with the interests of Austinites; 

BE IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED the PAC supports the Council and staff in their community engagement 
and thoughtful considerations over a 2026 Bond, further recommending a Council-directed exploration 
and prioritization of low-maintenance infrastructure—if expensive upfront—that will net long-term 
savings. 
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