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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
Applications for Demolition and Relocation Permits
June 3, 2026
PR-2026-057561; GF-2026-059385
1302 Garden Street

Proposal

Demolish a ca. 1930 house.

Architecture

This property is a single-story and rectangular in plan set on a raised pier-and-beam foundation. There is a center
porch which extends roughly halfway across the front facade. There are two front doors set side-by-side, which may
indicate that this structure was once a duplex. A gable roof covers the porch, which meets the overall hipped roof
structure behind it. The windows appear to be original, 1-over-1 units. The original teardrop siding and rafter tails
remain present and, while weathered, the house retains good integrity of its original construction details.

Research

The first residents of the property were Fred & Vida Simpson, who rented the address for over ten years. Fred worked
various roles in the soft drink industry, specifically in distribution and sales. By the mid-1940s, the house was owned
by Beatrice & Thomas Townsley. At this time, Thomas was listed as a student and Beatrice worked as a waitress at
the Terrace Motel Restaurant. By 1959, they had moved away and the house was occupied by renters once again.

Department Comments

This application will time out on August 17, 2026.

Property Evaluation

The 2016 East Austin historic resource survey lists the property as contributing to a potential local or National
Register historic district.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain moderate-to-high integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property
and determined that it does not meet two criteria for landmark designation:

a. Architecture. The building is a good example of Craftsman style construction.

b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the
human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or
significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the
neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic,
aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

Staff Recommendation

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse, relocation, or deconstruction and salvage over demolition, but
approve the demolition permit application upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.
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Property Information

Photos

Demolition application, 2026

1940 aerial shows current double-pen symmetrical house (1302 Garden St is to the left of the structure circled)
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Occupancy History

City Directory Research, May 2026

1959 Jessie Sikes, renter

1955 Beatrice Townsley, owner; waitress at Terrace Motel Restaurant
1952 Same as above

1949 Thomas and Beatrice Townsley, owners; student and waitress

1944-45  Beatrice Setliff, renter; waitress (address listed as 1212 Garden St.)

1941 Fred & Vida Simpson, renters; 7-Up salesman
1939 Same as above
1935 Same as above, now a truck driver, Nu-Grape Bottling Co.

1932-33 Same as above, now a salesman, Nehi Bottling
1930 Address not listed

Historical Information

Two Marines
In Maneuver

CAMP LEJEUNE, N. C., Jam
7 — Marine Corporal James E.
Setliff, son of JMrs. Beatrice Towns:
ley of 1302 Garden Street, and Ma-
rine Corporal Billy J. Garcia, son
of Mrs. Mary Gamhoa of 408 East
12th Street, all of Austin, Texas,
are scheduled to participate
Caribbean training exercises ex-
tending from January unlil lale
Alareh with Fleet Marine Force,
Atlantie, Training Group 1-56.

s

Austinite Finishes

Marine Course

SAN DIEGO, Calil. — Marine
Privale First Class James DB.
Sctliff, of 1302 Garden Strect, Aus-
lin, Texas, has graduated from
the Aviation Radio Repair Course
al the Marine Corps Recruit
Depat here.

Prior to assignment 1o (this
course, he compleled 16 weeks ol
study at the Navy's Great Lokes
or Treasure Island ‘clectronics
schools,

The preliminary phase of the 195€
exercises will be conducted Al
camps in Puerto Rico and wil
stress training in the latest tech
niques of the Marines® air-grount
combat tcam. _

Later, Marine air and grounc
units will join elements of the At
lantie Fleet tn climax the maneu
vers with a full scale amphibiou¢
assault against “‘aggressor” force!
entrenched on the Puerto Rieaw
istand of Vieques.

In off-duty hours, Marines of th:
training group will visit cities ¥
Puerto Rico, the Virgin - Island
and other ports in the Caribbeal
area; - '

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 21 Oct 1954: A9. (left) and The Austin American (1914-1973);
Austin, Tex.. 08 Jan 1956: B3. (right)



Permits

————

Armando Beltran

Finishes Course

TOKYO, Japan — Airman
First Class Armando Beltran has
been graduated from the US Air
Force Noncommissioned Officer
Preparatory School at Yamatg
Air Station, Japan,

His wife, Phyllis, is the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. M, Hernan:
dez of 1302|Garden Street, Aus.
tin,

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 22 Mar 1965: 8.
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Apolcation for S Connection; N “12515& i

Austin, Texas, - - ﬁﬂ.ﬂ__.g & 1931 'r" |

To the Superintendent of Sewer and Public Improvements,
City of Austin, Texas
Sir—
I hereby make application for sewer connection and instroc-

tions a{{’ti:iﬁ/wmd by. .__.':"‘{'-’"-EEEJ Fi SAEHER_.

i JEAe GARDEN . swer)
further. described as ot ﬁrﬁ" biock € outlot ¥ 5 l\::
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In this place there are ta he innl‘.a“e;.E_’_._. i ﬁ:;tunr-'.i.l
I ngres to pay the City Sewer Department the regulsr ordis]
mnr.'e ch
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Sewer tap permit, 1936
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