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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
Applications for Permits in National Register Historic Districts
June 3, 2026
PR-2026-053766
Old West Austin Historic District
3304 Oakmont Boulevard

Proposal

Construct a rear addition and new front porch at a contributing property.

Project Specifications

1) Construct a rear addition, held within the existing sides of the house.

2) Construct a front porch where there is currently only a concrete stair, as well as construct a covered porch
roof not to exceed the width of the house.

3) Convertthe existing garage into conditioned space and infill the existing garage door.

Architecture

This ca. 1950 house is a single-story and clad in buff colored brick. The main entry door faces the street at the center
of the front facade. To one side, an attached single car garage appears to be original or constructed soon after the
main house. The house is constructed on a raised foundation and there are three concrete stairs that leasd to the
front door and a small entry landing. The main structure of the roof is side gabled with a projecting front gable to the
left of the front door. Overall, the property isin excellent condition and retains integrity.

Research

Within the first ten years after its construction, the property had several owners who all lived at the residence for a
short time. These included Milton and Idella Browning, the former of which worked in a director role at the State
Department of Education, and Scott McGinnis, a self-employed realtor.

Design Standards

The City of Austin’s Historic Design Standards (March 2021) are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for Rehabilitation and are used to evaluate projects in National Register districts. The following standards apply to
the proposed project:

Repair and alterations

4. Exterior walls and trim

Where a bathroom is being created within the existing house, a window will be changed out to a smaller unit, with
the remainder infilled with matching brick. This will be located at the rear of a side wall, and will not be visually
apparent from the street.

8. Attached garages and carports

At the attached garage, the applicant plans to convert this space into additional conditioned floor area. The garage
door will be removed and the wall infilled with a door, surrounded by horizontal siding to match the material on the
side and rear. The City of Austin Historic Design Standards call for character-defining features of attached garages
to be retained, which is not what is presented here.

Residential additions

1. Location

The rear addition is proposed to not extend beyond either side walls and will be minimally visible from the street.
The front porch addition will be highly visible, but is not enclosed and will allow the house to remain largely visible
and legible.

2. Scale, massing, and height
Both additions are not proposed to exceed the existing height of the main house and will appear in scale with this


http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/HistoricDesignStandards_March2021.pdf
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and surrounding properties.

3. Design and style

Both the rear addition and porch design are simple and in keeping with the rest of the house. There may be some
concern that the porch addition will be read as being original to the house, but its metal roofing and orientation,
forming a covered carport, are likely to be read as a modern intervention.

4. Roofs

The rear addition roof is proposed to tie into the existing at a slightly different slope to differentiate it, and the shingle
material will match existing. The porch roof will be standing seam metal and read as very differentiated from the
existing. There may be more concern about this change in material if the porch were enclosed, but this is not the
case here.

5. Exterior walls
Rear addition walls will be clad in horizontal siding, similar to what is present at the attached garage. This is a
compatible material and there are no concerns here.

6. Windows, screens, and doors
New windows and doors are simple and are compatible to the property.

7. Porches and decks

The porch, which will extend from the front door to the north, is appropriately sized and fits with the slightly elevated
setting of the house. However, the Historic Design Standards state that front porch additions should not be
constructed unless there is some evidence that there was such a feature originally in that location. There has been
no evidence found of such a porch at this property.

Summary
The project mostly meets the applicable standards.

Department Comments

This application will time out on August 17, 2026.

Property Evaluation

The property contributes to the Old West Austin National Register district.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building appears to retain high integrity.

3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (LDC §25-2-352). Staff has evaluated the property
and determined that it does not meet two criteria for landmark designation:

a. Architecture. The building is a good example of postwar residential architecture.

b. Historical association. The property does not appear to have significant historical associations.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data concerning the
human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical characteristic, or
significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or cultural identity of the city, the
neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape with artistic,
aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

Staff Recommendation

Comment on plans additions and release the application.
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Property Information

Photos

Permit application, 2026

Occupancy History

City Directory Research, May 2026

1959 Dorothy Ponton (widow of Bruce), renter

1957 Odis & Julia Hill, owners; Brykerwood Service Station

1955 Scott McGinnis, owner; McGinnis Realtors

1952 Milton and Idella Browning, owners; State Department of Education

1949 Address not listed
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Non-Essential War Jobs Become Essential in Peacetime Economy

enter employment in distribution
cach year, e cooperative pari-

Amarillo high school last fnr

By MARGARET MAYER
are now junior execulives. Be-

American-Statesman Capitel Stalf

The dry gonds clerk, the filling 5,
station  attendant, the Insurance
mai,
mther  persons In
furce—non-essential
are boomeranging into the “most
essenual™ brackets in the country’s
Deacclime eCNNOMY.

A miracle of production was
arhieved in warlime, A miracle of
distribution must be achieved in
peacetime i Amerleans are in
the  much-discussed  "00  mi

Amerien’s sales

b

Feonnmle history hng o way of
repeating itsell. The pattern is sim-
ple: war, increased prouuﬂlr-n ef-
ficieney,

demand,

inventory
peace, production spurt, ratisfied
demand, accumulating unsold in-
ventories. shut down in factories,
uncmployment, depression, war, . .

“If we ran break that cycle, then
we have really achicved i miracle
1t ir romething that har never been
done before, This miracle Is 1o ef-
ficiently distribute into annual con-
sumption the full production of sus.
tawmed dull employment.”

These are the contentions and
concern of Millon A. Browning,
slate director ol distribulive edu-
cation,

Thir is the miracle stated in a
rimpler way:

depleuu_ns.

“We must sell year in and year
out, and every re:r. the full pr--
duction achieved by a full work-
ing force. Wr know how (o pro-
duce; that is a proven fact, It
remains to he seen whether ar
not distribution can handle the
Ereatest volume of products this
natlon has ever been capable of
producing.”

Large numbers of additional em-
plorees will be needed in distribu-
uon. Thase now in the occupation
murl regain their “sense of sell”
We have had a sellers market and
Rre now coming back into m buy-
ert market.

The state distributive education
program, a division of the'depari-

the waitress and the many |

in warlime— -

iretailing  authorities in
started a movement to include in

MILTON A. BROWNING

ment of vocational ed i is

time _program is terminal training
for these studenis who will not
continue in college.

High school juniors and seniors
16 years old are eligible for the
course which leads to a high school
diploma and is college accredited.
Along with acedemic courses in the
morning they take 90 minutes of
distributive training, - leciure and
individual work in the field they
have chesen,

In the afternoon they apply their
clussroom iraining to actual jobs in
stores which coopernte with the
school system in offering the ex-
perience.

They work under a
sponsor, usually a department head
in the store, The school coordina-

ter confers with lhe sponsor and
The

training |tn

fore the war 92 per cent of the
graduates stayed with the Job
for which they were trained.

arrangement  between

systems and

live
school

time due to the working expericnee
for the youth,

The program is now conducled
in 50 classes in 10 towns, The larg-
est high school programs are con-
ducted in Son Antonio, Dallas, Forl
Worth, Houston, El Paso and Cor-
puts Christi. There Is none in Aus-

limwnlng observed that the fu-
ture plans for the high school
Inilnmg show how young and un-

learns the
next day in class that weakness Is
currect;

Durinu the year the studenls are
rolaled among varlous depariments
so that he may be Introduced into
many types of work and will know

concerned with this task—iraining
new people for the field and re-
training thosc already inm it

In 1918 congress sel up a pro-
gram and provided funbls for vo-
cational training in homemaking,
trades and industry and

at gr what he lkes best
and is most fitted for,

In the first year studenis are
tsught personal development, prin-
ciples of selllng, store arithmetic,
effective store speech, store or-
Fanization. The scnlors enter into

In 1930 a group of marketing and
the East

the voeational training program n
plave for distribution, & field which
employs one oul of cvery seven
«urku\g persons  in the United
St

The program, backed by some
of the most powerful groups in
the nation, was realized in the
George-Deen act passed by con-
gress in 1937,

In that same year Texas matched
ihe federal funds available anfl’ the
program was under way here. In
the first year distributive eduen-
tion served 1,700 persons In 17
communities, In  1944-45 it had
grown to serve 32,346 persons in
202 eities and towns in Texas.

There are two distinct phases
te the program. First in (he co-
operative part-time tralning on
the high scheol and junior col-
Jege level. Second Is the adult
program,

Twenty-iwe per cent of all high
school graduntes ore estimated to

Reilly P-TA
Will Install
New Chiefs

| Mrs, W. M. Johnston will Install
iofficers of Margaret Reilly P-TA
Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. sl the schoal

cafetorium,

On the slate are Mr, and Mrs.
A. H. Mathews, presidents; Mr.
and Mrs. Ben Alley, vice presi-

person-
nel. publicily, management, how to
train an employe, how {o super-
vise emploves, how  to select and
rate employl:ca,

Sevenleen of the 27 disiribu-
tlve education graduates In the

1945: 7.

Jdents; Mrs.

the Austin
menl; Mrs,

Estiack.

loped the program is. He said
it should expond to 300 classes in
110 eitles nnd towns in the stale
and even then, he added, it would
not reach all of the 22 per cent
of high school graduntes entering
the distribution field.

He said that more requesis are
being received from the schools
and business men now than can
be filled, although even now Texns
has the largest program in the
United States.

Pending In congress 1s a bill
which would make avallable for
Texas six times the amount of
federal funds now being received.
‘The federal money must be match-
ed by stalc and local funds. Ap-
propristed io the Texas program
for the current flscal year was
$55,118 In federnl funds and $55,000

tary; Mr, and Mrs. Charles Borne-
man, treasurers; and Mrx, Bill
Thompson, historian.

Summer mcrcailonal facilities
will be discussed by & pansl com-
posed of Mrs, Dorothy Ponton of

YWCA; Mrs, Wanda Rice, Girl
Scout office; and Roy Woll, Cub
Scout master.

- Host rooms will be those ol Mrs,
Winnle Allen and Bliss Rochelle

\Wilford Olson, secrs-

Recreation  Depart-
Vera Wilkes' of the

This program is called coopera-.
tive parl-lime due to the cooper:--
the:
the business:
men in each community and part-.

in state funds, With this money
training is being given at an aver-
age cosl ol 16 cenits per student
hour, the lowest average in the na-
tion last yenr.

The second phase of the progrom,
the training for adulls already in
the field, is conducted in the large
cities hy cily supervisors, the
claszes mulhl by persons aclually
engaged in  the business. The
courses nre short and intensive,
based on what the employees need

and wanl. Last year 07.2 per cent;

of these courses were taught dure
ing working hours,

The training is conducted on
five levels. Firsi are the pre-em-
ployment courses for new person-
nel needed by the stores pariicu-
larly during peak selling periods
during Easter and Chrisimas sea-
sons and for returning war vet-
crans,

Second  are the background
roursex for entire personnel deal-
ng will such training ns store Eng-
ish and ftelephone selling per-
onnlity development and public
reintions, =tock and housckeeping
tore arlthmetic, texliles and [ash-

jons, -
On the third level are the depart-
menlal courzea for particular mer-
chandise. An employe In a men's
wear department would be taught
not only te sell men's wear but to
ell accessorics. He would be taught
ashion, textiles and leathers.
Fourlh are the executive and
kupervisory fraining courses such as
how to train an employe.

Fifth are the buying and mer-
shnndising courses including bud-
geting and stock control,

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 16 May 1961: 7.

MARGARET MAYER American-Statesman Capitol Staff. The Austin American (1914-1973); Austin, Tex.. 23 Sep
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TWO AT THE TOP~—Barbara Browning nnd Mrs. Katherine
Nerman are back from the Texas High School Press Associa-
tion meeting In Denton with proof that they're near the top of
their field, Barbara, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. M. A. Browning
of 3304 Oakmont Boulevard, was declared the writer of the
best column in & Texas high school newspaper, Mrs. Norman,
sponsor of the Maroon, was clected vice~chairman and public
relations director of the Texas Association of Journalism Direc~
tors at the meeting. What's more, the Maroon and the school
yearbook, The Comet, were named among the top ten Texas
high school publications. (Neal Dougloss Photo).

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 08 Dec 1952: 8.

ERYRERWOODS-S304 'Oakmonl. 2 bed.
-rm\ gﬁ:'nw'ﬂ"mm’i. Fenced
appaliatm Pno
aL 3oei2 Protaimes ne
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Austin, Tex.. 10 June 1961: 14.
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Sewer Tap Permit, September 1946



