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June 1, 2026 
 
 
Historic Landmark Commission 
6310 Wilhelmina Delco Drive 
Austin, TX 78752 
 
Re: DA-2026-038798 - 403 Orchard Street 
       DA-2026-038813 – 1208 West 4th Street 
 
Dear Chair Heimsath and HLC Commissioners,    

The Old West Austin Neighborhood Association (OWANA) Zoning Committee does not support the demolition 
of the structures located at 403 Orchard Street and 1208 West 4th Street. OWANA recognizes the importance of 
preserving contributing structures within the historic district, as the cumulative loss of these buildings could 
ultimately threaten the district’s historic designation and character. 

Based on our understanding, both structures appear to be in sound condition. Accordingly, OWANA strongly 
encourages the applicant to make a good-faith effort to preserve these resources through relocation and to provide 
financial assistance for reasonable relocation-related expenses. Through its ongoing engagement with residents 
and preservation stakeholders, OWANA will help raise awareness of opportunities and resources that may support 
the successful relocation of these structures. 

OWANA is also concerned about the potential impact of redevelopment on established local businesses that 
contribute to the fabric of the neighborhood. In particular, OWANA strongly supports the preservation and 
continued success of Better Half, which has become an important community gathering place and neighborhood 
amenity. Long-standing local businesses such as Better Half help foster community connections, contribute to the 
unique character of Old West Austin, and enhance the vitality of the district. 

OWANA remains committed to working collaboratively with the applicant on the proposed development. As the 
project advances, we will advocate for building materials, architectural elements, and site design features that are 
compatible with and sensitive to the character of the surrounding neighborhood. 

Preserving and strengthening the integrity of our National Historic District, while supporting the local businesses 
that help define our community, remains a core priority for OWANA. We believe thoughtful development, 
historic preservation, and neighborhood-serving businesses can successfully coexist and thrive together. 

Sincerely, 

 

Stephen L. Amos 
Chair 
Old West Austin Neighborhood Association, Inc. 
OWANA 


