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Issues Considered by the Working Group

* Misinformation about existing laws, especially on social
media platforms (Any impact HB 285 “Pancho’s Law")

* New Austinites may not know about existing laws

« Off-leash dogs on parkland that is on-leash only
— Citizens cannot safely enjoy City parkland

» Off-leash dogs in neighborhoods (owned dogs)
— Citizens cannot safely walk in their neighborhood

» Options for citizens to report issues
. Continued education and data monitoring




Citizen Concerns

Gathered from NextDoor, emails, conversations about off-
leash dogs in on-leash areas and neighborhoods

Chase bikes potentially causing accidents
Run up to strollers or citizens with walking aides

Poop not scooped because owners are on their phones or
talking to others

Not enough tickets written for violations
Dogs run up to random adults and children
Dog owners are not trained to break up dog fights




Data

. 311 and 911 call data related to off-leash dogs in parks
and neighborhoods

. One year lookback (6/01/2025 through 5/31/2026)

- # of calls by category (loose dog, SBI)
- APOQO follow up on 311 and 911 calls

- # of suggestions for fencing
- Action taken for repeat calls
- # of visits/letters to pet owners who let their pets go loose

. Future - Lookback after a year to confirm education is
making an impact




Raising Awareness About Existing Off-Leash Laws

* Develop educational plan
- Review collateral
- Create messaging

- Explore social media platforms
- Other

- Sessions at libraries
- CM newsletters
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