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March 12, 2026

Mr. Robbie MacGregor
612 Oakwood Dr.
Buda, TX 78702
512-762-4610

RE: East 8'" St. Repair: 1005 East 8t St., Austin, TX 78702
Dear Mr. MacGregor,

At your request, | performed a site visit to observe and assess the fire damaged
residential structure at the referenced address. The following is a summary of my

observations, conclusions and recommendations.

DESCRIPTION:

The residence is a split-level older house with Victoria style of architecture located in a
historic area of Austin. The Gable roof is covered with a standing seam metal roof on
wood sheathing and exterior wall finishes consists of wood siding with Victoria style
trim. Interior finishes primarily consist of hard wood flooring, gypsum board wall finishes,
and beaded board ceilings.

STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS:

The structural systems consist of a stick framed roof and wall superstructure supported
by a wood framed floor system. The fioor framing is supported on circular concrete
plinths within the crawl space which bear on the existing subgrade which appears to be
weathered limestone. The main floor system does not have a subfloor and the sill

beams are somewhat “hodge podge" throughout.
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The foundation system transitions to a slab on grade at the east end of the residence at
the split-level area.

The wall structure consists of 2x4 stud wall framing with wood siding on the exterior with
no vapor barrier or wall sheathing and the wall bracing or this system is non code
compliant. The roof structural consists of 2x4 rafters and ceiling joists and large areas of
this roof framing is non code compliant and exterior building envelope/weather proofing

Issues are alsc non code compliant.

STRUCTURAL DAMAGE OBSERVATIONS:

1. There is significant fire damage to the roof framing system to include the roof
sheathing, rafters and ceiling joists and ceiling finishes.

2. There is significant fire damage to the existing wall system to include portions of
the exterior siding, wall studs and interior wall finishes.

3. There is significant fire damage in the area of the floor framing of the split-level
area and a portion of the floor is collapsed.

4. The majority of the house interior is smoke damaged and covered with soot.

5. Mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems are probably fire damaged and
compromised to some degree and an assessment by an MEP engineer or

experienced MEP professional is recommended.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Based on the aforementioned observations, it is my opinion that the house is severely
enough fire damaged that repair and restoration of the house would cost more than a
new residence of equal footage and architectural style. The City of Austin requires a fire
damaged repair and restoration to meet current IRC codes. Therefore, it is

recommended that the residence be razed to allow for a new residential replacement.
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CLOSURE:

The review consisted of an on-site inspection and is intended to cover only the
aforementioned fire damaged structural items. Neither the review nor the report is
intended to cover comprehensive architectural issues, and does not address
mechanical or electrical issues. Furthermore, the client shall agree to limit LOC
Consultants’ liability to the client and to all parties involved with the referenced project
due to hidden conditions except for negligent acts, due to Professional Engineer's
errors, omissions and opinions, such that the total aggregate liability to all those named
shall not exceed the Professional Engineer's total fee for service rendered on this

review.

Please notify LOC by registered letter within two weeks of this date stating objections to
or questions regarding the information contained in this letter. If none are received, it is
concluded that no exceptions are taken regarding the professional opinion rendered or
the liability statement. If there are any questions or if | can be of further assistance,
please call.

Respectfully Submitted.

Terrence Ortiz, P.E.
President
LOC Structural Division Inc.
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