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Context

» Investigating Bird Window Collisions
following City Council Resolution No.

20241121-073

= Objectives from January 2026 Memorandum
= Residential Outreach Program
- Data Collection
- Green Building Policy

Green Heron (credit: Jupiterimages/ Getty Images)



Intern Data I\

* Process Austin
= Consulted Lights Out Texas Volunteer and Data Collection Protocol Coordination

- Systematically searched for dead or stunned birds, then photographing evidence
- Interns collected data during and after the close of migration season
- Walks occurred midday (after many bird strikes were already picked up)

UGHTS OUT TEXRS -

Data Collection &

Volunteer Protocol

Poster of "Lights Out Texas Data Collection & Volunteer Protocol"
(credit: Audubon Texas)

Dead sparrow with ruler (credit: H. Sederholm)



Intern Data I\

Location Species Date Condition Weather Notes Pictures Au Stin
Y o L (’:

« Results
» Found evidence of over 30

6310 Wilhelmina Delco White-winged

blrd StrlkeS |n the Span Of SIX Dr Dove 6/3/2026 Newly killed  Sun
weeks
= Timing of data collection  whitewinged |
300 Barton Springs Roai Dove 6/25/2026 Newly killed Sun
underscores greater number
and distribution of bird strikes
Downy

210 Barton Springs Rd  Woodpecker 6/29/2026 A few days old Sun

210 Barton Springs Rd 6/29/2026 Newly killed  Sun

Spreadsheet recording the conditions, images, and locations of dead birds
(credit: L. Rerecich and H. Sederholm)
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Austin
= Process

- Route located in the South Central Waterfront
Includes all faces of the building with windows
and accessible to surveyors
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Map of survey route throughout the South Central Waterfront (credit: H. Sederholm)




Intern Data

Austin

Cooperating with Building Services
= Meeting with building managers
- Creating data collection methods

Formulario para Anotar Pajaros Heridos o Muertos Por Choquear con Las Bird Strike Casualty Data Form
This form's purpose is to collect data on birds striking windows. Please fill out this form for each bird strike casualty (dead or stunned) found in the building area. Note: If you find an
Venta nas injured bird, please call 311. Thank you so much for your support of this initiative!

El propésito de este formulario es recopilar datos sobre aves que estén heridas o muertas por chocar contra ventanas. Por favor, complete este formulario una vez por cada ave que
encuentre cerca de un edificio, ya esté muerta o herida. Si encuentra un ave herida, por favor llame al 311. {Muchas gracias por su apoyo a esta iniciativa!

Where did you find this bird (building address)? *

Dénde encontraste este péjaro? *
When did you find this bird? *

Estimate the time if necessary.
¢Cuando encontraste este pajaro? *
mmy/dd/yyyy hh:mm pm
mmjdd/yyyy hhzmm pm
What is the condition of this bird?
Por favor, sube una fotografia del pajaro (con una regla al lado si es posible).

e

@© Drop files here or click to browse (Optional) Where near the building did you find this bird?

Please describe the direction of the facade and any characteristics of the landscaping or building.

Cual es la condi

a5

ion de este pajaro? *
(Opcional) Por favor, describe el lugar donde encontraste este pajaro.

Please upload a picture of the bird (with ruler next to it, if possible).

@ Drop files here or click to browse

‘D Clear form m
D Clear form Submi

Digital form for collecting data on bird strikes, in Spanish Digital form for collecting data on bird strikes, in English




Downtown Austin Alliance Data I\

Austin

= Downtown Austin Alliance is a local
nonprofit with a mission to "create,
preserve and enhance the vibe,
vitality and value of Downtown
Austin for everyone."

= Conducts myriad projects, direct
services, and research

= Regularly encounters and records
bird fatalities in downtown

Image of downtown Austin's skyline (credit: Wirestock/ Getty Images)



Downtown Austin Alliance Data A\

Austin

- They have recorded 446 collisions
this year alone

Indicates large impact of collisions

- w._n%

Map of bird strike fatalities in July e : ' ' '
(credit: Downtown Austin Alliance) Dead white-winged dove (credit: H. Sederholm)



Downtown Austin Alliance Data
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Map of bird strike fatalities in February Map of bird strike fatalities in March
(credit: Downtown Austin Alliance) (credit: Downtown Austin Alliance)

Map of bird strike fatalities in January
(credit: Downtown Austin Alliance)

o

o

Map of bird strike fatalities in July
(credit: Downtown Austin Alliance)
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Map of bird strike fatalities in April Map of bird strike fatalities in May Map of bird strike fatalities in June
(credit: Downtown Austin Alliance) (credit: Downtown Austin Alliance) (credit: Downtown Austin Alliance)




Residential Outreach Campaign

» Posters or Infographics

Preventing Bird Window Collisions FAQs

Q: Are bird window collisions a big issue?
A: Bird window collisions are a major issue because
~ ( ofthe alarming decline in the bird population, which
has harmful ecological and economic effects.

Q: How many birds die from hitting windows?

A: Itis estimated that nearly one billion birds
die annually from window collisions in the US.

Q: Why do birds hit windows?
A: Birds, unlike humans, have eyes on the sides of their heads and poor
depth perception, making them unable to see glass.

Q: Where are birds hitting windows?

A: 44% of bird window collisions happen on homes across the country,
but birds can hit any highly reflective or clear glass.

A: You can easily make windows more bird-friendly by using insect
screens, solar shades, or retrofitting them with bird-friendly stickers!

Take a quiz at the QR code or bit.ly/448fbxC to share your experience
with bird-friendly design!

A Austin

Watershed Protection

Poster on FAQs of Bird-friendly design
(credit: City of Austin)

Austin’s Unique Birdlife

« Austinis situated in the Central Flyway, sowe
host billions of migrating birds!

« We are home to the endangered Golden-
cheeked Warbler and hundreds of other species

* We are the meeting of Blackland Prairie and the

Hill Country ecosystems, providing habitat for a

variety of birds.

The Problem

+ Approximately 1 billion birds die each year as a
result of glass collisions in the United States.

« Bird vision i different from human vision: birds
physically cannot see glass, leading to
coliisions with windows.

* Both reflective and transparent glass,
regardless of size and location, impacts birds.

« When birds migrate at night, they are confused

by artificial light, leading to collsions.

Why We Should Care

« The death of so many birds has harmful effects
on the environment as it reduces the helpful
services birds provide, such as pollination and
pest control.

* Birding, a widespread hobby and important
economic sector, is also greatly harmed by
reductions in the bird population.

A Austin

Watershed Protection

Poster discussing protecting bird populations

(credit: City of Austin)

Make Your Home Bird-Safe

Bird-Friendly Glass

Birds cannot see glass and collide with
buildings.

Make windows visible with window films,

stickers (with color contrasting with window -
surface), bug screens, or solar screens!

Stickers should be on the outside of the

windows in a 2"x2" pattern.

Learn more at bit.ly/birdfriendlyglass

Bird-Friendly Lighting

Artificial lighting at night attracts birds and disorients
their navigation, often causing collisions.
Turn off or redirect unnecessary lighting at
night, put exterior lights on motion detectors

or timers and block interior light with window
coverings.

Learn more at bit.ly/birdfriendlylighting

Take a quiz to share your experience with
bird-friendly design at http://bit.ly/448fbxC
or scan the QR code.

A Austin

Watershed Protection

Poster explaining Bird-friendly home choices

(credit: City of Austin)

Austin

Glass Solutions

To make your windows bird-friendly, make them
visible to birds with
1. Zen Curtains (can be made yourself)
2. Window Stickers (choose a color that stands out
and space stickers 2" apart )
3. Window Decals
4. Monofilament Cords (not shown)

More Glass Solutions

your bird:-
5. Insect Screens
6. Window films
7. UV Stickers (a subtler solution reflecting UV
light, which is only visible to birds)

All solutions should be on the exterior of the
window to be effective.

Lighting Solutions
To keep birds migrating safely, tur off unnecessary
outdoor lighting on migration nights, March-June and
August-November. You can also mitigate with:
8. Using motion-activated lights
9. Blocking interior light with curtains or blinds
10. Shielding or redirecting lights downward

A Austin

‘Watershed Protection

Poster showing Bird-friendly strategies
(credit: City of Austin)




Residential Outreach Campaign

= Social Media

Why Should We Care About Birds?

Birds help maintain the
health of ecosystems
with pollination and pest control.

Birding is an extraordinary recreational
activity that millions of Americans
participate in.

Birding helps the economy!
According to the 2016 US Census,
y over $4 billion of bird food was bought,
and $900 million in other bird-related goods.

Reduction in bird populations due to window collisions decreases

the benefits birds can provide us and the environment.

/A Austin

Watershed Protection

You Can Prevent Bird Window Collisions

Bird windows collisions are an urgent issue.

Birds cannot see glass, and every year one billion birds die
from the resulting window collisions

44% of bird collisions occur at
residences, not skyscrapers!

Almost 2 billion birds migrate in Texas;
which makes bird-friendly windows essential.

You can make a dif with bird. ly
For more il ion, visit the i Bird C y at abcbirds.org.

/A Austin

Watershed Protection

Make Your Windows Bird-Friendly N

Window Films

=1
{j | Window films can be customizable and
4 decorative, with different levels of opacity.

i

Insect Screens

against bird
should be placed on the exterior of windows
for the greatest effectiveness.

Allwindow markers should have 2"x2"
spacing so birds do not try to fly into
treatment gaps, except for zen curtains

- (spacing should be 4")

/A Austin p
Watershed Protection /4

Austin

Lights Out, Texas!

Artificial light il to isi by disorienting birds migrating at
night. You can prevent this by turning off unnecessary outdoor lights during
nights, March-J and Augt

Downward facing lights or automatic
motion detectors with lights also reduce
the risk of crashing.

Window blinds and curtains are also great for keeping
the artificial light indoors from getting outside.

vyour experience with bird-friendly d
bit.ly/448fbxC

/A Austin

Watershed Protection

Social media post on bird-friendly methods
(credit: City of Austin)

Social media post on value of birds
(credit: City of Austin)

Social media post on bird window collisions
(credit: City of Austin)

Social media post on reducing light pollution
(credit: City of Austin)




Residential Outreach Campaign N\

Austin

= Presentation
= Full-scale and short versions
Bird Window Collisions

A

A Austin

Austin Watershed Protection | 6/23/2026

Bird Friendly Design

= Retrofit your home to become increasingly
bird friendly
= You can use stickers, monofilaments, films,
and even insect screens on the outsides of
your windows.

Slideshow title: "Bird Window Collisions"
(credit: City of Austin)

= Spread the word to neighbors and friends! - SO
P & Outcomes of Window Collisions AN

Austin
= Because so many birds hit windows and die, bird populations are negatively affected

= Scan the top QR Code for more information
or go to bit.ly/birdfriendlyglass!
= Harmful ecological impacts
= Disruptions to the bird populations upsets food chains and services like pollination
= Environmental changes negatively impact humans as our food sources can be affected

= Scan the bottom QR Code to take a quiz on
your experiences with bird-friendly design or
go to http://bit.ly/448fbxC!

= Harmful economic impacts

= Birdingis a significant economic sector

= According to the US 2016 Census more than 45 million Americans 16 or older observed birds
= Over 4 billion dollars in bird food was bought

2 = Over 900 million dollars in other bird related goods was bought

Slide providing resources about bird-friendly design
(credit: City of Austin)

Slide explaining the costs of bird window collisions
(credit: City of Austin)



Residential Outreach Campaign

= Questionnaire

Bird-Friendly Design Community Survey

‘When you submit this form, it will not automatically collect your details like name and email address unless you provide it yourself.

1. Are you a homeowner or renter?

() Renter

2. Rank how much you know about bird-friendly design from 1-5.
1 2 3 L ; 5
"T know nothing "I am an expert in
about bird-friendly bird-friendly design”
design"

w

Do you consider preventing bird window collisions important?
() Mot important at all
() Somewhat important

() Very important

FS

. Before seeing these materials, have you taken any actions to prevent bird window collisions?

7 Yes

:'7‘/. Mo

Public form assessing community awareness and views on bird-friendly design (credit: City of Austin)




Residential Outreach Campaign A

- Current areas for outreach:
= Local neighborhood associations
= Local environmental groups
- City of Austin libraries
= Public trailheads
= Social media

Summer Tanager eating at a bird feeder (credit: L. Rerecich)




Thank You!

Painted Bunting singing in a tree (credit: Dr. Lawley-Rerecich)
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