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The land was the best in the world…Many great deluges have taken place during the nine thousand years, .. 
there has never been any considerable accumulation of the soil coming down from the mountains, as in 
other places, but the earth has fallen away all round and sunk out of sight. The consequence is, that in 
comparison of what then was, there are remaining only the bones of the wasted body..all the richer and 
softer parts of the soil having fallen away, and the mere skeleton of the land being left. But in the primitive 
state of the country, its mountains were high hills covered with soil, and the plains, as they are termed by 
us, of Phelleus were full of rich earth, and there was abundance of wood in the mountains. 
Of this last the traces still remain, for although some of the mountains now only afford sustenance to bees, not so 
very long ago there were still to be seen roofs of timber cut from trees growing there, which were of a size 
sufficient to cover the largest houses; and there were many other high trees, cultivated by man and bearing 
abundance of food for cattle. Moreover, the land reaped the benefit of the annual rainfall, not as now losing 
the water which flows off the bare earth into the sea, but, having an abundant supply in all places, and 
receiving it into herself and treasuring it up in the close clay soil, it let off into the hollows the streams 
which it absorbed from the heights, providing everywhere abundant fountains and rivers, of which there 
may still be observed sacred memorials in places where fountains once existed.
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o Angkor Civilization of modern Cambodia, 
Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam experienced 
large urban population associated with 
massive deforestation and soil loss, followed 
by prolonged drought and civilization 
collapsed between 1300-1500 CE
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